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Minutes of Pleshey Parish Council Meeting 

held on Wednesday 23rd November 2011 in Pleshey Village Hall
PRESENT:
Councillors I Jarrett (Chairman), N Robinson, P Jee, D Sugg

K Holland, Borough Councillor N Chambers 

1. Chairman’s Welcome 

Cllr Jarrett welcomed council members and others present to the meeting.  

2.
Apologies and reasons for absence

Councillor D Loudfoot – absent due to prior commitment


Councillor J Aldridge (ECC)  -  absent due to prior commitment 
3. Declarations of Interest – None.

4. Reports from ECC and CBC Councillors

Cllr Chambers provided an overview of the preparation for Christmas celebrations in the town centre and Moulsham Street together with progress towards development of the town centre following recent publicised planning applications.

It was noted that a new framework for business assistance was being developed by the Borough Council to replace the Business Enterprise Scheme which had recently ended

5.
Co-option to Vacant Seat.

It was agreed that Russell Pearcy be co-opted onto the Council to fill the vacancy following Cllr Proctor’s resignation.  Cllr Pearcy joined the meeting.

6. Minutes of the last meeting and matters arising not otherwise on the agenda

The minutes of the meeting held on 12th October 2011 were agreed as an accurate record of the business.  

7. Neighbourhood Watch / Policing


In the absence of PCSO it was noted that there remained concern about the continued lack of a NW coordinator for the village and that the Speedwatch Scheme was still failing to attract volunteers.  Variously the Clerk and Chairman would raise these matters with PCSO Bennett.

8. Financial Report

The Clerk reported that that the Community Account = £5948.29 and the Business Account = £9177.49

Payments to be made

i) RBL Remembrance Wreath

£  30.00

ii) Pleshey Circle Grant


£ 350.00
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9.
Budget and Precept for 2012/13

The Clerk presented a draft budget for 2012/13 drawing particular attention to the level and projected level of reserves.  In accordance with the recently adopted Financial Regulations it was agreed that a quarterly report would be submitted to the Council to improve the profile of expenditure during the year.

In order to celebrate the forthcoming Diamond Jubilee, it was further agreed that discussion should take place with the Village Hall Committee on a suitable tree-planting scheme.  A £50 contribution from the Parish Council should be designated from the 2012/13 budget.

It was agreed that the level of precept would remain unchanged at £6500 for 2012/13 and that the Borough Council be informed accordingly.

10.
Standing Orders

The Clerk presented a draft scheme of Standing Orders for consideration by the Council.  It was agreed that the scheme of Standing Orders be adopted.

11. Golden Jubilee Play Area (GJPA)

The Clerk reported that the initial application to the ECC Big Society Fund for a refurbishment of the GJPA had been successful and that the Council were invited to submit a full application.  Cllr Holland was asked to work with the Clerk on the submission of an application based on improved safety surfaces and new equipment.  It was agreed that up to £2000 of the projected reserves would be earmarked.

12.
Planning

An application for a single storey rear/side extension at Rooters Hill was considered.  Whilst there was no objection in principle, a concern was raised about the apparent inadequate size of the upstairs windows.

13. Highways

The Clerk was asked to draw to the attention of the Highways Authority the following:

a. hole outside Penny Cottage, The Street

b. hole outside 1 Woolmers Mead

c. raised gully by Hill House, Back Lane

d. 30mph signed by Village Hall remains in need of repair.

14. Matters for the next meeting

Diamond Jubilee events.

The Chairman thanked those in attendance for their contribution.  

The next meeting will take place at 8.00pm on Wednesday 11th January 2012 

The meeting closed at 9.30pm
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