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MOUNT BURES PARISH COUNCIL

Parish Clerk Kevin B. Money
7 Roach Vale Colchester Essex CO4 3YN
Tel: 07810781509 email: mountburespc@gmail.com
Website: hitps://e-voice.org.uk/mountburespc/

Dear Councillors
You are hereby requested to attend the forthcoming meeting of Mount Bures Parish Council at the Village Hall

on TUESDAY 9th. JANUARY 2024 at 7.30pm for the purpose of

transacting the following business:

R B oney - Kevin B. Money Parish Clerk / RFO to the Council - 3. January 2024
Tel: 07810781509: email mountburespc@gmail.com

FULL COUNCIL MEETING AGENDA

001/2024 Chairman’s welcome

002/2024 Apologies for Absence

003/2024 Declaration of Members interests
To declare any Disclosable Pecuniary, Pecuniary or Non-Pecuniary interest relating to items on the agenda

004/2024 To approve the minutes of the last meeting of Mount Bures Parish Council
To receive and agree the minutes of the MBPC Meeting held on 14". November 2023

005/2024 Public Open Forum (Maximum 15 minutes)
e To consider the development of Parish guidance on the maintenance of ditches and hedges by
landowners and Dark Skies

006/2024 Training
007/2024 Visitors Report

008/2024 Planning Applications
232594 - Hammonds Farm, Chappel Road, Fordham Essex CO6 3LS
Reinstatement of former equestrian building to form 1.no light industrial unit
MBPC sent a planning response to CCC by the deadline set. It read
Mount Bures Parish Council has No Objection to this planning application, although it is odd that the planning
statement makes no mention of the immediately adjacent footpath

009/2024 Planning Decisions made by CBC affecting Mount Bures

010/2024 Finance
a) To receive the Bank balances as at 31%'. December 2023
b) To receive the comparison of Actual against Budget for 2023/2024
c) To approve payments for December 2023 and January 2024 and to agree a transfer of funds to meet
the Parish Council financial requirements

011/2024 Budget 2024/2025 - Councillors to finalise the expenditure for 2024/2025
012/2024 Information Exchange
013/2024 Items for next agenda

014/2024 To confirm date and time of next meeting. Tuesday 12'". March 2024 at 7.30pm
Councillors to note 2024 meeting dates 14.05.24: 09.07.24: 10.09.24: 12.11.24

015/2024 Closure of the meeting
To close the meeting having considered and determined all items of business

Agenda for the meeting held on Tuesday 9. January 2024
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MOUNT BURES PARISH COUNCIL
Parish Clerk Kevin B. Money
7 Roach Vale Colchester Essex CO4 3YN
Tel: 07810781509 email: mountburespc@gmail.com
Website: https://e-voice.org.uk/mountburespc/

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Tuesday 14". November 2023 at 7.30pm in Mount
Bures Village Hall.

Present: Clirs I. Woodman (Chair), F. Willett (Vice-Chair), H. Bufton and Kevin B. Money (Parish Clerk).
There were also 1 member of the public present

094/2023 Chairman’s welcome. The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting
095/2023 Apologies for Absence were received from Clir M. Graham

096/2023 Declaration of Members interests
To declare any Disclosable Pecuniary, Pecuniary or Non-Pecuniary interest relating to items on the
agenda. None Declared

097/2023 To approve the minutes of the last meeting of Mount Bures Parish Council
To receive and agree the minutes of the MBPC Meeting held on 12" September 2023. All Agreed

098/2023 Public Open Forum (Maximum 15 minutes)
e Environmental Issues — policy for MBPC including Dark skies policy
This item was considered under Agenda item 105/2023.
Hildegard Hill informed the Council that the deadline for contributions to the Christmas edition of 'The
Mount' was around 2 weeks from the date of the Parish Council Meeting e.g. before the end of

November.

099/2023 Training
The Clerk informed Councillors of any training sessions

100/2023 Visitors Report
No report was given

101/2023 Planning Applications
232531 - Meadow House Craigs Lane Mount Bures Essex CO8 5AN
New single storey detached garage
RESOLVED: The Council would make no objection to this application providing no close neighbours
raised any objections with the Council.

FOR INFORMATION ONLY
231800 - Land Adjacent To Hammonds Farm Chappel Road Fordham Colchester CO6 3LS
Application for prior notification of agricultural or forestry development - proposed building. SEE BELOW

232322 - Coes Lower Road Mount Bures Essex CO8 5BH
Application for a Lawful Development Certificate for the existing residential use of the land edged in red.
See supporting statement and plans.
THIS IS NOT A PLANNING APPLICATION and comments about the acceptability or otherwise of the
physical development / use of land cannot be taken into account by CBC
The Council noted that it was not able to offer any information in relation to this application.

102/2023 Planning Decisions made by CBC affecting Mount Bures
231800 - Hammonds Farm, Chappel Road, Fordham, Colchester, CO6 3LS
Prior Approval Required - Refused

103/2023 Finance
a) To receive the Bank balances as at 31%!. October 2023
Councillors noted the Bank balances as at 31%. October 2023
b) To receive the comparison of Actual against Budget for 2023/2024
Councillors noted the comparison of Actual against Budget for 2023/2024
c) To approve payments for October & November 2023 and to agree a transfer of funds to meet the
Parish Council financial requirements. All Agreed

Minutes for the meeting held on Tuesday 14". November 2023
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104/2023 Budget 2024/2025

Councillors discussed at length the anticipated expenditure for 2024/2025. This resulted in a provisional
budget of £4061 which was likely to equate to a precept of £3409; an increase of £109 or 3.2%. The
Council will consider the budget again at its meeting in January including in the light of information about
the final level of grant from Colchester City Council.

105/2023 Information Exchange

Speed signs in Mount Bures require straightening. The Council would raise this with Essex Highways
who were responsible for road signs.

Hall Road Flooding issues. It was reported that the Highways Authority had carried out further works on
the drains on the old road adjacent to the telephone kiosk on the Village Green and that it appeared that
this had been successful in unblocking the drain there.

Hedges and Ditches/Dark Skies. Clirs noted that during the year they had received representations from
local residents about the need for landowners to take action to keep roadside ditches clear and hedges
trimmed, and also on the desirability of maintaining the beauty of the rural environment by minimising
light pollution. While these were not matters for which the Parish Council was directly responsible, Clirs
agreed that they would consider at their next meeting whether and how the Council might usefully
promote good practice on these matters to the benefit of residents generally.

Hall Road flooding issues

Hedges and Ditches policy — Residents and landowners to clear ditches and cut hedges

Dark skies policy — Residents to be careful not to disturb neighbours with lights being left on at night.

106/2023 Items for next agenda
Budget 2024/2025
Hedges and Ditches - Dark skies procedures

107/2023 To confirm date and time of next meeting. Tuesday 9*. January 2024 at 7.30pm
Councillors to note 2024 meeting dates 12.03.24: 14.05.24: 09.07.24: 10.09.24: 12.11.24

108/2023 Closure of the meeting
To close the meeting having considered and determined all items of business

The Chairman then closed the meeting at 8.25pm and thanked everyone for attending

Signed gt January 2024

lan Woodman
Chairman

Minutes for the meeting held on Tuesday 14". November 2023
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MOUNT BURES PARISH COUNCIL

DITCHES AND HEDGING - ADVICE FOR HOUSEHOLDERS AND
LANDOWNERS - 2024

The Parish Council receives regular complaints about flooding on roads and hedges or
vegetation impending visibility on the roads.

These issues lie outside the responsibilities of Parish Councils. In some cases, the relevant
Highways Authority — Essex County Council for Mount Bures — may be responsible and
where this is the case the Parish Council will do its best to encourage the County Council to
take appropriate action.

In most cases, and especially for the minor roads that make up the majority of the road
network within the Parish, responsibility for these matters however rests with the local
landowners, including householders, on whose land lie the ditches that drain our roads and
the hedges and trees that adjoin them.

Failure adequately to maintain these ditches, hedges and trees inconveniences others and it
the worst cases could put the lives and property of others at risk with the potential of massive
civil claims against the landowner or householder.

This note is intended to remind land owners and householders of their responsibilities, to
provide direction to more authoritative sources of guidance, and to provide a blueprint for
how we might all work together to ensure that Parish residents and those travelling through
the Parish can procced safely and enjoyably about their business.

Ditch & Hedge Ownership & Responsibilities

e A ditch within a field which is on the inside of a hedge acting as land and highway
drainage is the responsibility of the landowner.

e A ditch which is on the outside of a hedge and adjoins a highway taking land and
highway drainage is also generally the responsibility of the landowner. (Under
common law, the general rule is that when the highway ditch was originally created,
the spoil from the ditch would have been used to create the hedge line. The boundary
line would therefore lie on the outside edge of the ditch, where it meets the highway
verge.)

» Sections of ditches which have been culverted (piped) for access purposes to a
property are the responsibility of the householder. In many cases, such culverts may
lie under longstanding driveways and in groups of houses may no longer be visible for
considerable distances. The householders continue however to have responsibility for
keeping the water course under their driveways clear at all times.

e A ditch that was constructed by the highway authority, for the sole provision of
highway drainage is the responsibility of the highway authority.

e Grip cuts in the verge are the responsibility of the highway authority.
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e Verges are the responsibility of the highway authority. (But the extent of the verge
may not be clear in all cases.)

o Hedges and trees are generally the responsibility of the adjoining
landowner/householder. Figure 1: Responsibilities for roadside ditches, hedges
and trees

' Roadside ditches maintenance
responsibilities ‘

H >achuide he 4 and rees respons Ty
| Roadside hedges and bik

| of the adjacent Land owner
. - S T W
+

Boadvde ditch responitility
of the adjacent Land owner

Verge responsibility of the
Highow oy Authority

Grip cut in verge by the Mighway Authority §

1o ansist with road dr sinage

Maintenance to highway ditches, hedges and trees

As a landowner or householder it would be sensible to make sure that you are aware of all the
ditches, hedges and trees adjoining the highway for which you might be responsible,
including culverted ditches or ditches that may no longer easily be visible.

Unless you have documented proof to the contrary it would be sensible to assume that you
are directly responsible for keeping these ditches, hedges and trees maintained to ensure that
they do not impede the drainage of the road or the passage of vehicles, bicycles and other
road users, including pedestrians walking along the verge.

Typical maintenance activities might include:

Removal of blockages and obstructions

Managing vegetation, hedge cutting or tree works
Removal of silt and sediment

Maintaining any structures, including culverts on your land

Parish residents should also be on the look out for cases where a ditch has obviously become
blocked causing flooding, or a tree or hedge has become overgrown and is encroaching on the
road or verge and alert the landowner/householder. It many cases it might be unclear who the
landowner is and necessary to ask around to identify the correct person. The Parish Council
may be able to help identify the relevant landowner - although the Council does not have any
special access to land registry information — and/or with approaching the landowner.
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In some cases, the highway authority may choose to cleanse and restore the profile of ditches
as appropriate, recharging the landowner/homeowner where necessary. It may also choose to
cut back hedges and trees overhanging the highway, again recharging the landowner. [t is
however under no obligation to do so and the landowner and householder could find
themselves directly liable were there to be an accident and the highway, or were flooding
caused by inadequate maintenance to ditches to impact on other landowners/householders.]

Carrying out any maintenance work to ditches, hedges and trees under your ownership must
always be done with consideration for biodiversity. Many species of plants and animals are
protected under the Wildlife & Countryside Act 1981, such as the protection of nesting birds.
It is therefore advised that any maintenance you carry out is planned at the most sensitive
time of year, which is often deemed to be September to early March, in the case of nesting
birds.

Consideration should also be given if you suspect there to be non-native species within a
ditch or hedge under your ownership. Common types on invasive non-native species include
Japanese Knotweed and Himalayan Balsam, with both being listed within the Wildlife &
Countryside Act 1981, schedule 9, Part 2. If you suspect the presence of an invasive non-
native species on your land then further guidance can be found on the GOV.UK website.
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MOUNT BURES PARISH COUNCIL
DARK SKIES — ADVICE TO HOUSEHOLDERS AND BUSINESSES 2024

Starry skies are one of the most magical sights the countryside can offer. In Mount Bures we are
lucky to live in an area which, given our proximity to towns like Sudbury and the City of Colchester,
has relatively dark skies and we can enjoy the sight of stars.

The map below shows the light pollution in our areas captured from space in 2015. Mount Bures is
approximately in the middle of the map amongst some of the darkest skies available in the region.
The smaller more polluted areas close to us include the denser population areas in Bures Hamlet and
Bures St Mary together with commercial buildings in the parish, in Bures Hamlet and in Fordham.

But the dark skies we currently enjoy are under threat. Increasing light pollution not only limits our
views of these skies but also disrupts wildlife’s natural patterns.

The proliferation of security floodlighting, of decorative exterior lighting and of large uncovered
windows on domestic properties letting out interior light are all adding to that light pollution.
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Light can have important safety and security benefits. But it is possible to keep these benefits and
minimise the light pollution destroying our beautiful rural darkness by:

e Ensuring that security lighting is directed downwards with shielding to prevent light spilling
upwards.

e Using the lowest powered flood lighting needed to illuminate the required area. Most flood
lights sold are far more powerful than is needed for domestic use.

e Using movement activated controls activated for the minimum active time period needed to
deter intruders. Security lighting left constantly on adds unnecessary light pollution, costs
unnecessary money, consumes more power which is likely to add to global warming and
potentially makes life easier for an intruder.

e Only using garden lighting when you are moving around in the garden. Or even better enjoy
the natural beauty of the garden at night with a torch!

¢ Not lighting up your home like an ocean liner! Make sure that all exterior house lights are of
the lowest possible power and are directed downwards and that all lights are on time
controls so that they cannot be accidently left on for long periods. In addition, use curtains
or blinds on all windows, including roof and conservatory windows, where these are likely to
leak large amounts of interior light.

By taking these simple steps it is easily possible to gain all the benefits of modern security and
domestic lighting while also preserving our dark skies for everyone to enjoy. Do please consider
whether you or your business is unnecessarily adding to light pollution and what steps you could
take to minimise it.

More advice on preventing light pollution is available from:

¢ Dedham Vale Natural Landscape Dark Skies
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BANK RECONCILITION

Financial year ending 31.03.24

Bank Balance as at ~30.04.23 ~31.05.23 ~ 30.06.23 ~30.06.23
NatWest Bank - Current a/c £ 4,528.81 £ 4,080.79 £ 377950 £ 3,794.20
NatWest Bank - Bus Res. alc £ 4476.67 £  4,476.67 £ 448526 £ 4,485.26
VVVVV ~ Total: £ 9,005.48 £7 8,55746 £ 8,264.76 £ 8,279.46
Less Unpresented cheques 719 £ 60.00 719 £ 60.00 743 £ 60.00 |

R 736 £ 75.41
Total of unpresented cheques £  60.00 £ 13541 £  60.00 T
Net Bank Balances as at £ 8,945.48 £  8,422.05 £ 820476 £ 8,279.46
CASH BOOK - I
Balance as at 01.04.23 £ 763219 £ 763219 £ 7,632.19 £ 763219
Plus Receipts - £ 2,183.29 £ 218329 £ 2,191.88 £ 2,301.58
Total £ 9,815.48 £ 981548 £ 9,824.07 £ 9,933.77
Less Payments £ 870.00 £ 1,393.43 £ 1,619.31 £ 1,654.31
Grand Total £ 8,945.48 £ 8,422.05 £ 820476 £ 8,279.46
Difference £ - £ - £ - -£ 0.00
[Bank Balance as at 131.07.23 31.08.23 30.09.23 31.10.23
[NatWest Bank - Current a/c £ 3,794.20 £ - £ - £ -
NatWest Bank - Bus. Res. a/c £ 4,485.26 £ 448526 £ - £ -
Unity Trust Bank - Current a/c £ - £ 2,924.20 £ 440328 | £ 440328
| Unity Trust Bank - EMR a/c alc | g - £ . - £ 4500.58 £ 4,500.58

Total: £ 8,279.46 £ 7,409.46 £ 8,903.86 £ 8,903.86
Less Unpresented cheques I R R R ‘ )
Total of unpresented cheques E . - £ . £ - £ :
Net Bank Balances as at £ 8,279.46 £ 7,409.46 £ 8,903.86 £ 8,903.86
Balance as at 01.04.23 £ 763219 £ 763219 £ 763219 £ 763219
Plus Receipts £ 230158 £ 230158 £ 420290 £ 4,292.90
Total £ 9,933.77 £ 9,933.77 £11,925.09 | £11,925.09
Less Payments £ 1,654.31 £ 252431 £ 302123 | £ 3,021.23
Grand Total ) £ 8,279.46 £ 7,409.46 £ 8,903.86 £ 8,903.86
Difference -£ 0.00 £ 0.00 £ - | £ -
Bank Balance as at | 30.11.23 31.12.23 i i
N__atWest Bank - Current a/c E - g - |
NatWest Bank - Bus. Res. ac | |£ - £ - -
[Unity Trust Bank - Current a/c | | £ 362963 £ 3,583.63 i )
[Unity Trust Bank - EMR alc alc £ 4,500.58 £ 453178
Total: £ 8,130.21 £ 8,115.41 =

Less Unpresented cheques £  28.00 £ -
Total of unpresented cheques £  28.00 £ - -
‘Net Bank Balancesasat £ 810221 £ 8115.41 ) -
CASH BOOK S N A S I A
Balgggfeﬁgg at 01.04.. 23 £ 763219 £ 7,632.19
Plus Receipts £ 4,292.90 £ 432410
Total o £ 11,925.09 £ 11,956.29
Less Payments £ 382288 £ 3,840.88
Grand Total £ 8,102.21 £ 811541
Difference £ - £ 0.00




MBPC ACTUAL AGAINST BUDGET REPORT

Total ~ Anticipated
Income/ @ Leftin leftin
Agreed :spend to Jan Budget as ﬁbudget as at
- 2023/24 ‘24 atJan'24  31.03.24
 Income Precept 3300 £ 3,300.00 ]
= Other Income / Grant 652 £  852.00
B Bank Interest =~ 0 £ 62.40
Transfer from Reserves 1375 | |
VAT Refund ; 0 e 109.70
B o TOTAL 5327 £ 4,324.10
Exp. - ) -
) Salary 2093 £ 1618.80 £ 47420 £ 150.44
‘Mileage Expenses ) 0 > - £ - £ -
B General Admin & Postage 100 £ 5935 £ 4065 £ 40.65
Audit Fees 70 £ 7000 £ - £ -
B Footpaths Maintenance 600 £ 44013 £ 159.87 £ 159.87
Maintenance Repairs 50 £ - £ 50.00 £ 50.00
Fees & Subscriptions 150 £ 17441 -£ 2441 £ 24.41
Insurance 214 £ - £ 21400 £ -
Village Hall Rental Hire 150 £  60.00 £ 210.00 £ 210.00
Courses & Travelling Exp. 50 £ 5000 £ - | £ -
Newsletter 100 £ - £ 100.00 £ -
Village Sign restoration 1750 £ 1,450.00 £ 300.00 £ 300.00
Poppy Wreath B 0 % 28.00 £ 28.00 -£  28.00
Bank Charges B 0 £ 23.28 £ 5.28 £ 41.28
) TOTAL 5327 £ 3,853.97 £1491.03 £ 817.27
f Outstanding VAT Claim £ 310.67
Total Expenditure £ 4,164.64




EARMARKED RESERVE ACCOUNT SUMMARY

Total in EMR account £ 4,500.58

General Reserves £ 2,800.58 i
Election Expenses £ 100.00

[Footpath Maintenance £ 300.00

‘Mower Replacement £ 500.00
[Notice Board restoration £ 500.00

Legal Fees 7 £ 1,000.00 i
Training £ 300.00 i
Bank Interest £ -




MBPC FINANCE DECEMBER 2023 & JANUARY 2024

Income: Bank Interest £31.20p:

B Expenditure B 'MBPC
Chq ‘ " Ref.
| No. Inv. No. Payee Cost VAT  Total | No.
BACS Dec'23 Kevin B. Money - Clerk Salary £ 14967 £ - £ 14967 27
| BACS  Dec '23 HMRC - Tax on Clerk Salary £ 3720 £ - £ 3720 | 28
| BACS | Jan'24 Kevin B. Money - Clerk Salary £ 14947 £ - £ 14947 29
BACS Jan'24 HMRC - Tax on Clerk Salary £ 3740 £ - £ 3740 30
TOTAL: £ 373.74 £ - £ 373.74




MBPC BUDGET REPORT FOR 2024/2025

Agreed 2024-

Total
Income/ 2025 budget
Agreed spend to as at
2023/24 Jan'24 09.01.24
Income Precept 3300 £ 3,300.00 3409 109
) LCTS 652 £  852.00 152 Localising Council Tax Support G
CCC Grant ‘ 500 'General Grant from CCC
| ‘Bank Interest 0 £ 62.40 0 ‘
| Transfer from Reserves | 1375 | 0
] VAT Refund 0 £ 109.70 0 :
i | TOTAL 5327 £ 4,324.10 652
Exp. ‘ ;
B Salary 2093 £ 1,618.80 2243 £14.95pphr x 12.5hrspcm x 12
‘Mileage Expenses 0 £ - 0 'Remove from budget
‘General Admin & Postage 100 £ 59.35 75 'Reduce to appriate level
) Audit Fees W e 70.00 70 ‘Same as 2023/2024
Footpaths Maintenance 600 £  440.13 660 Anticipated 10% increase
i Maintenance Repairs 50 £ - 50 Same as 2023/2024 @
! 'Fees & Subscriptions 150 £  174.41 175 [EALC/NALC £75.41: ICO £35: Mi
B Insurance 214 £ - 236 Anticipated 10% increase
Village Hall Rental Hire 150 |-£ 60.00 150 ‘Same as 2023/2024
'Courses & Travelling Exp. 5 |£ 50.00 50 ‘Same as 2023/2024
Newsletter 100 £ - 100 ‘Same as 2023/2024
i Village Sign restoration 1750 £ 1,450.00 0 Not required in 2024/2025
N Poppy Wreath 0 £ 28.00 30 INEW HEADING
] ‘Bank Charges 0 £ 2328 72 NEW HEADING
i Notice Board restoration 0 o 150 NEW HEADING
_____ TOTAL 5327 £ 3,853.97 4061 =
| | Outstanding VAT Claim £ 310.67 109.0  2024/2025 CCC Tax Base
Total Expenditure £ 416464 £ 31.27 2024/2025 Band D Property




