
Colchester
Community
Updates

Welcome to our newsletter covering December. The team
would like to warmly extend our greetings to you and your
families for Christmas and the New Year.

You'll find plenty of information about community events,  
opportunities, and a link to our funding web page with over
100 funding streams!

Our Team's contact details are at the end of the
newsletter, so please do let us know if you'd like us to
promote an event for you, or if you have anything you'd
like us to share with all our readers.
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Working with locally trusted organisations
across the county, Essex ActivAte run face

to face activity clubs during the school
holidays and half term breaks. These clubs

are FREE for children and young people
who’re eligible for benefits based free

school meals.

We are also able to extend this support to a
number of other children and young

people who may otherwise experience
inactivity or social isolation without access

to this free support. This is decided on a
case by case basis, therefore please speak
to the organisation running the club you

are interested in.

For more info, and details of how to book,
click HERE

https://www.activeessex.org/children-young-people/essex-activate/winter-holiday-clubs-essex-activate/


This factsheet has been produced for:

Parents, teachers and carers, to raise
awareness of online safety. When asked

about online gaming, 50% of parents
said that they were worried about their
child’s internet use, however, very few
parents engaged with their children in

regards to online gaming.

Click HERE to access the factsheet

https://colch.sharepoint.com/:b:/s/CBCext/Comm/EUUN0lC1RmVDqVTkLXPZpPoBs_F3lwjSfuhlSdVHJmhgig


Online Home
Safety Check

In a bid to reduce the number of house fires
in Essex we are encouraging everyone to

complete the online home safety check to
evaluate your own fire risk at home. By

answering some simple questions about your
home, lifestyle, working smoke alarms,

cooking and fire escape plans you will be
provided with tailored advice and handy tips
throughout to help reduce the risk of a fire in

your home. 

Click HERE to complete the safety check

https://www.essex-fire.gov.uk/online-home-safety-check


Protective Security Schemes
for Places of Worship

The schemes provide funding for places of
worship and associated faith community
centres that are vulnerable to hate crime.
These schemes aim to reduce hate crime
happening at places of worship so that

people can feel safe to attend worship and
practise their religion freely.

Click HERE for more details

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/places-of-worship-security-funding-scheme






All are welcome to this informal and
friendly service led by Rev Peter Evans

and Russell Gadsby. The festive
proceedings will include readings,

poems and traditional carols, supported
by organist Stephen Evans and soloist

Graham Long.

Following the service, attendees can
enjoy refreshments, generously

provided by the Starlight Tea Room.

More information can be found by
clicking HERE

Memorial Carol Service at
Colchester Crematorium

Thursday 14th December at 2pm

https://www.colchester.gov.uk/info/cbc-article/?id=KA-04539




Bourne to be Wild: Street Exhibition
Sunday 19 Nov 2023 - Saturday 13 Jan 2024

Click HERE for more details of when and
where to see all the exhibition

https://essexcdp.com/event/bourne-to-be-wild-by-instar/












St Helena would like to raise awareness of the
support available across the festive period:

 

Singlepoint service
For patients, families, carers and healthcare

professionals. Open 24/7 including all over the
festive period for advice and support at end of

life. Free to access and if anyone needs a visit, we
do. Find out more HERE

Hospice multi-faith chapel
If you'd like to visit our multi-faith chapel this

festive season, to look at the Book of
Remembrance, to light a candle in memory of

your loved one or to view our memory tree,
please email tleeson@sthelena.org.uk to arrange

a visit at a time which suits you.

www.sthelena.org.uk/home

https://www.sthelena.org.uk/what-we-offer/for-patients-and-families/singlepoint-and-virtual-ward
mailto:timeless@sthelena.org.uk
https://www.sthelena.org.uk/home




Click HERE to view the full details

https://colch.sharepoint.com/:b:/s/CBCext/Comm/EXctaHiM66NGvJFzj_0lghcBylVg1CF_XHmt5r0bEJ_X6Q


Click HERE to see the Colchester
City Council Armed Forces Page 

https://www.colchester.gov.uk/armed-forces-home/
https://www.colchester.gov.uk/armed-forces-home/






The George Harrison Project – 2nd February 

Here comes the perfect tribute to a Beatles legend!
Enjoy the UK’s leading live music tribute to George Harrison,

performing his best-loved hits from The Beatles, his solo career
and The Traveling Wilburys.

After the Liverpudlian four-piece called time on Beatlemania
Harrison, who died in 2001, enjoyed a successful solo career,
releasing 12 studio albums, including the classic triple album
All Things Must Pass, Living In The Material World, Cloud Nine

and Brainwashed.

He also formed the supergroup The Traveling Wilburys with
Bob Dylan, Jeff Lynne, Roy Orbison and Tom Petty.

During this show, these talented musicians perform some of
George Harrison’s best-known tracks, including My Sweet Lord,

Here Comes The Sun, Something, While My Guitar Gently
Weeps, Got My Mind Set On You, All Things Must Pass, Handle

With Care, Taxman, Give Me Love, What Is Life, If I Needed
Someone, Cheer Down, and many more!

Click HERE to book, using the code XMAS25 for military
personnel and their families

https://colchester-events.co.uk/event/the-george-harrison-project/


Daniel O’Reilly: Out Of Character – 23rd February 

Daniel O’Reilly is still boasting one of the largest,
strongest, most loyal and fastest growing social media

followings in the UK that his fans has grown up with
him through the years!

He has had many characters, but for this live show he’s
going ‘Out Of Character’ to stand up as he brings the
laughs and looks back on the mischief, the mistakes

and the madness of his career so far.

From losing it all, battling addiction and becoming a
father he’s been on some rollercoaster and wants you
to come for a ride with him, so grab your tickets now

and make sure you got your seat belt on!

Click HERE to book, using the code XMAS25 for military
personnel and their families

https://colchester-events.co.uk/event/the-george-harrison-project/


Click HERE to see how to access these
services from Colchester City Council

Financial & Employment Support Team

https://colch.sharepoint.com/:i:/s/CBCext/Comm/EfljxStHaftInx-2mWhfTpoB102mTExivSu_ZZcSTdg4fg
https://colch.sharepoint.com/:i:/s/CBCext/Comm/EfljxStHaftInx-2mWhfTpoB102mTExivSu_ZZcSTdg4fg










Trusted is an initiative that brings Colchester’s
community together to increase residents’

knowledge on managing their personal finances
over a money confidence programme. 

It’s the first of its kind in the UK, and they aim
to equip people with the right skills and

knowledge to manage their money concerns in
the best way possible. 

Through sharing advice and discussing options
in these sessions, the programme will support
real people struggling with the cost-of-living

crisis, and hopefully, beyond.

Click HERE to read more about Trusted, and to
register your interest in their next course

https://www.weareallin.co.uk/meet-the-community-teams/trusted/


Click HERE to read the full guide, and click
HERE to see a map of Warm Spaces in

Colchester

https://colch.sharepoint.com/:b:/s/CBCext/Comm/EcF44na6-AdKvco_btH3EosB47QHXoDSJ8z6iAqBqsLJ4w
https://www.colchester.gov.uk/supporting-colchester/residents-old/warm-spaces/




Are you worried you’re paying too much for
your essential services?

Do you feel like you can’t make sense of
your bills, and you just don’t know what

you’re looking at?

Are you fed up with spending hours on the
phone to your suppliers, only to never get a

clear answer to your questions?

Worry no more. The team at the Bill Clinic
can provide you with a FREE health check

on your utility bills. We are here to save you
valuable time and money by simplifying
your life, giving you the reassurance that

you’re not spending more than you should.

Click HERE for more details of how they can
help you

https://billclinic.co.uk/


Citizens Advice drop-in
sessions at Foodbanks 

Colchester (Tollgate) 
Every Wednesday 10am - 2pm

Central Town (Eld Lane) 
2nd and 4th Friday of each month 11am - 1pm

Greenstead 
Every Thursday 10am - 12 noon

Highwoods 
1st Monday of each month  9am - 11am 

Monkwick 
1st and 3rd Friday of each month 10am - 12 noon

New Town 
1st Monday of each month 7.30pm - 8.30pm

1st Thursday of each month 11am – 1pm (Energy team)

Rowhedge 
1st Monday of each month  4pm - 6pm

Tiptree
 1st Thursday of each month 2pm - 4pm

Wivenhoe 
3rd Thursday of each month 10am - 12 noon



Community Funding

All of the funding you need for your
organisation can now be found in one
place! Just click on the image below,

which will take you to our website.

If you are successful in getting a grant,
let us know - we can help you promote
your project, and inspire others to get

involved. 

https://www.colchester.gov.uk/community-funding-opportunites/funding-opportunities/


Tom Tayler 
Community & Partnerships Team Manager
07956 343985
Tom.Tayler@colchester.gov.uk

Rachaelle Litwin
Digital Access Support Team – Colchester (and Tendring)
01206 282452 
Digital.AccessSupport@Colchester.gov.uk

Chrissy Henegan 
Community & Partnerships Officer
Central – Shrub End, Prettygate, Newtown & Christchurch,
Berechurch and Greenstead
Thematic lead for Children & Young People and Armed Forces
07966 235791
Chrissy.Henegan@colchester.gov.uk

Yovone Cook
Community & Partnerships Officer
Thematic lead for Resettlement, Faith Groups and Ethnically
Diverse Groups
07976 794789
Yovone.Cook@colchester.gov.uk

Meet The Team

mailto:Digital.AccessSupport@Colchester.gov.uk


Mark Healy
Community & Partnerships Officer
North – Rural North, Lexden & Braiswick, Mile End, Highwoods,
St Annes & St Johns and Stanway
Thematic lead for Older People, Compassionate Communities,
EDI, and Locality Budgets 
07817 889992
Mark.Healy@colchester.gov.uk

Leeni Sepp
Physical Activity & Partnership Officer
Thematic lead for Physical Activity, Health & Wellbeing and
Public Health Support
07989 738042
leeni.sepp@colchester.gov.uk

Jake Mullinder
Community & Partnerships Officer
South – Marks Tey & Layer, Mersea & Pyefleet, Tiptree,
Wivenhoe, Hythe & Old Heath and Castle
Thematic Lead for Physical Activity & Public Health 
07890 910455 
Jake.Mullinder@colchester.gov.uk

Shaz Peacock
Community Integration Support Officer
Resettlement Support
01206 506951
07977 823928
sharon.peacock@colchester.gov.uk



Want to
work

with us?
c l i c k  HERE  t o  v i e w

t h e  l a t e s t
C o l c h e s t e r  C i t y

C o u n c i l  v a c a n c i e s

https://www.colchester.gov.uk/jobs/
https://www.colchester.gov.uk/jobs/
https://www.colchester.gov.uk/jobs/
https://www.colchester.gov.uk/jobs/
https://www.colchester.gov.uk/jobs/
https://www.colchester.gov.uk/jobs/
https://www.colchester.gov.uk/jobs/
https://www.colchester.gov.uk/jobs/
https://www.colchester.gov.uk/jobs/


https://north.parkingpartnership.org/jobs/


Other 
Opportunities...



Are you passionate about working with and engaging
young people aged 8 to 18 to help them to achieve their

full potential and improve their well-being?

Colchester United Community Foundation is a
registered charity that provides high quality Sports and

Education programmes to 9,000 children, young
people and adults each week from across our

communities. We are looking to recruit an enthusiastic
and qualified individual to lead high quality delivery on
our Premier League Kicks programme. You will need to

be able to inspire young people and be passionate
about supporting who are at risk of anti-social

behaviour. This role requires evening work.

Job Reference: 00000474-1
Location: Colchester, Essex

Salary: £11.00 to £13.00 Per Hour
Sector: Colchester United Community Foundation

Job Type: Permanent
Work Hours: Part Time

Click HERE for more details and to apply

https://jobs.aspiremediagroup.net/jobs/premier-league-kicks-coach-colchester-essex/474-1/


The OutHouse is an Essex based LGBTQ+ charity,
founded in 1979. An exciting opportunity has arisen
for us to provide support for people who are trans,
non-binary and gender questioning in Suffolk and

North East Essex.

We are looking for an experienced support worker, to
work alongside our Trans+ Specialist Lead in

delivering support, advice, and information. Creating
opportunities for this community to connect with

others from the Trans+ community.

Hours: Part-time, Fixed term contract 18 per week
Salary: £14.96 per hour

Experience:
working with the LGBTQ+ community: 1 year

(preferred)
Language: English (required)

Licence/Certification: Driving Licence (required)
Work Location: In person

Click HERE for more details and to apply

https://www.community360.org.uk/blog/trans-support-worker/




Thank you for reading!

All members of our team are also
contactable at

communities@colchester.gov.uk

To UNSUBSCRIBE to this newsletter
please email

communities@colchester.gov.uk

Click on the image below to see
news of our city celebrations

https://www.colchester.gov.uk/city-status/
mailto:communities@colchester.gov.uk

