A meeting of Margaretting Parish Council took place at The Village Hall, Wantz Road on Tuesday 9th September 2009 at 7.30 p.m.

Present; T Boem, H Blurton, W Cant, J Currie, N Marshall, P Savill (Chairman), M Scott, K Young

In attendance: Two members of the public.

44. Apologies for absence were received from I Grundy and A Smith.

45. Declarations of Interest

There were no declarations of interest.

46. Minutes

The minutes of the meeting held on 09/07/2009 were agreed and signed as a true and correct record.
47. Matters Arising

a. Parsonage Lane P Savill reported that the parking had improved.

b. Voluntary First Registration It had been agreed to leave this item for another year.

c. Spread Eagle  P Savill reported that the brewery (Shepherd & Neame) were applying for building consent to have the building demolished and the conservation officer had reported that in his opinion it wasn’t worth saving.

48 Village Sites Repairs and Maintenance

H Blurton outlined specifications for work to the village sign, the notice board, milestones at Larmers and Ivy Cottage, the War Memorial and the Post Box at Margaretting Tye.  He reported it was proving difficult to obtain quotes for the work for the War Memorial.  M Scott confirmed that he had the telephone number for the builder who worked on the War Memorial last time that he would pass on.  J Currie suggested using the stone cleaners in Hatfield Peverel.  It was agreed that H Blurton get several separate quotes including one from Lisnick Property Services.
M Scott reported that he had been unable to find out who is responsible for work to the post boxes.
T Boem reported that N Taylor had done some research and he had all the relevant information.

49 Protection of Grass Verges

Meeting to be arranged.

50 Village Pond and Trees

(a) Pond - T Boem reported that he was waiting for the report with the findings of the pond following the recent contamination.

(b) Trees – T Boem reported on the grant from CBC whereas you could get a 50/50 split or the whole amount.  He outlined costs for trees at the far end of the allotments which would cost approximately £170 and would include different suitable varieties.  T Boem to contact the officer at CBC concerning the grant.  J Currie reminded the PC that there should be sufficient space at the far end of the allotments for a tractor and trailer to be able to turn.
T Boem reported on the copper beech tree that he had for A Radley.  It was agreed that this be planted at the village hall.  N Marshall to mention it at the next village hall meeting on the 1st October.  T Boem to make a request for an updated TPO map from CBC and to check the TPO register for information on the silver birch at the end of the village hall driveway following concerns from a parishioner that the overhanging branches may damage her property and advise her accordingly.
T Boem also reported on the horse chestnut trees that had the leaf minor moths.  There was no evidence that these were killing the trees. 
51 Maldon Road Recreation Field

(a) Allotments - P Savill reported on the work that had been carried out at the allotments.  K Young to burn all the waste vegetation.  K Young had suggested trimming the sides of the hedge and not the top, this was agreed.  K Young & W Cant to look at the present rental agreement for the allotments and recommend any amendments needed.
(b) Play Area – P Savill reported that she was going to contact PCSO Kay Fleming following reports of bullying by one individual; otherwise there were no problems to report.  T Boem reported that a youth team might be interested in using the field for training, he was to find out more before the next meeting.
52 Accounts

P Savill reported that the auditors had signed off the accounts for 2008-2009.  There had been some correspondence about the bank balance and reserve money held in the account.
It was noted the PWLB final payment was due March 2010.  P Savill suggested that the PC carry on with the loan and consider having a small office built onto the village hall.  It was agreed that P Savill speak to A Radley and present something at the November meeting.  N Marshall to raise it at the next village hall meeting, he suggested that it could be a shared space.

Authority was given for payment of the following;


M D Landscapes £506.00


C Kochan
    £473.75  Salary and Expenses

Between the previous meeting the following cheques had also been signed;


EALC

    £  52.50  Charles Arnold Baker Book


Active Signs
    £  46.00


M D Landscapes £1055.70


Neptune
    £  449.65


CBC

    £    26.30  Rent Playing Field


J Westripp           £    50.00  Installation of bins

53 Essex County Council – Traffic Schemes
P Savill explained that there were two sources of funding available; Essex County Council Highways and the Community Initiatives Fund.  The outline proposal for traffic refuge islands include planters which would be subject to a safety audit.  The approximate cost for islands was £18,000.   M Scott wished it to be recorded that he did not support the proposal for installing traffic refuge islands in Main Road as the whole idea clashed with the Village Design Statement and he thought the PC should be setting an example.  He reminded the PC that he agreed this item originally on the terms that the PC would be designing it but clearly this was not possible.
After a discussion it was agreed that to avoid missing the funding deadlines P Savill submit the funding applications and M Scott & P Savill write an article for the monthly newsletter requesting feedback on the parish council’s decision; the application for funding to be withdrawn if necessary.
P Savill reported that she had e mailed Lord Chelmer’s granddaughter who owned the land on the right hand side of Parsonage lane for permission to install kerb edging stones.
P Savill to report the 40mph sign by Bishops Gate.

54 Planning

H Blurton reported on the following
09/01067/FUL

Elm Cottage, Roman Road


No Objections

Change of use from highway land to private garden

09/00944/FUL

Bearmans Farmhouse



No Objections

Construction of a tennis court & fence surrounding

09/01063/CLEUD
4 Crondon Hall Cottages


PC Object

Continuation of use as a dwelling without complying to condition on planning approval CHP/270/71 restricting occupancy to those employed in agriculture.

09/01043/FUL

Margaretting C of E Primary School

No objections

Proposed timber shed to be used for storage of childrens play equipment.

Decisions

09/00908/FUL

Sunset, Main Road



Granted

09/00750/AG

Little Styles Farm



Granted

09/00569/FUL

Lulworth, Maldon Road


Granted

09/0922/FUL

Whitewebs Cottage, Roman Road

Refused

09/00782/FUL

Whitewebs Cottage, Roman Road

Granted

Decision still pending

08/01610/FUL 
The Oaks, Wantz Road

Change of use of stables to offices falling within Use Class B1

55 Correspondence

a. EALC – County Updates No. 68 & 69 – T Boem to read
b. EALC – Minutes of Executive Committee 16th July – J Currie to read

c. NALC – Chief Executives report June 2009 – J Currie to read

d. The Playing Field – Newsletter – P Savill to read

e. Neat Newsletter CBC – Summer 2009 – M Scott to read

f. CBC Major Incident Emergency Planning – H Blurton reported that he was unable to attend.   He was to arrange another meeting date to pick up kit.

g. CBC – Promoting Community Engagement in Chelmsford Town Centre Conference – No one able to attend.
h. Making the Links Brochure – T Boem to read

i. NALC – Legal Topic Note – Employment – to be circulated

j. Vacancy for Clerk Danbury – to be filed

k. EALC – notification of two courses – no one able to attend – Clerk to file

l. EALC AGM – 23rd September – J Currie or A Smith to try and attend.

56 Any Other Business
A  Telephone Kiosk - M Scott reported that the telephone kiosk by the pond had a note on it to say it is available for adoption (P Savill had reported it was not working) he was to follow it up.

B . Fly Tipping - H Blurton reported the flytipping in Swan lane which had been reported.

C. Salt Bins - T Boem reported on the feature in ‘Making the Links’ whereas Salt Bins were for sale.  It was agreed that no new bins were needed.

D. Bulb Fund - It was agreed to check whether £50 had been precepted for bulbs.  Bulb Fund to be an agenda item for October’s meeting.
E. Bench - T Boem reported on Ivy Day’s bench and where it was to be sited.  It was agreed that T Boem speak to A Radley as this was a Margaretting Relief in Need Trust project and did not incur any expense from the Parish Council.
F. Sign Posts - H Blurton reported that CBC had been notified that the finger post at Swan Lane had been knocked down.

There being no other business the meeting closed at 9.12 p.m.

Next meeting Thursday 8th October 2009 at 7.30 p.m.
