A Meeting of Margaretting Parish Council took place at The Village Hall, Wantz Road on Thursday 13th October 2011 at 7.30 p.m.

Present:  H Blurton, T Boem, C Quilter, P Savill (Chairman), A Smith and K Young.  Also present were two members of the public.

55  Apologies were received from W Cant, I Grundy, N Marshall and M Scott.

56  Declarations of Interest

There were no Declarations of Interest.

57  Democratic Time
(a)  Liz Haines from The White Hart attended the meeting to speak about parking issues at The Tye.  She explained that it was inconvenient for neighbours and she can only apologise to those it affects. It was agreed to wait for the warmer weather and monitor. H Blurton outlined an incident with a removal lorry churning up the verge. H Blurton to contact the company with a view to getting the verge reinstated, P Savill to contact Highways.
(b)  It was reported that Swan Lane was being used as a cut through; the volume of traffic had increased since the bridge was closed for repair. The speed limit was 60mph. P Savill to look at the speed review for Swan Lane and to contact Kay Flemming to ask if she has any ideas to slow or deter traffic from using this route.

(c)  Clerk to request the telephone box be re-decorated.

58  The minutes of the meeting held on Thursday 8th September 2011 were agreed and signed as a true and correct record.

59  Matters Arising
(a)  Telephone Kiosk – there had been a response and the kiosk was to be inspected.

(b)  Bridleway 22. No response from the landowner. It was reported that the gates had been stolen and barbed wire had been put across the gateway entrance. P Savill to contact M Scott to find out what CBC has said about this.

(c)  Footpath 17 had been reported.

(d)  H Blurton reported that an engineer was to check the computer between meetings.

60  Accounts

Authority was given for payment of the following;


M D Landscapes

£528.00


Essex County Council

£128.00


H Blurton


£ 49.37

61  Village Sites

(i) Repairs & Maintenance
The wooden bin and gates to Maldon Road playing field needed treating. H Blurton to add them to the list to be done next year. H Blurton asked councilors to look for any other items to go onto the list.

(ii)  War Memorial

H Blurton reported that the top of the war memorial was finished. It was agreed that Mr Ling be offered £50 for the York stone. The memorial should be ready for Remembrance Sunday. H Blurton outlined the quotes for straightening the surrounding posts and painting and wire brushing the chain link and painting. It was agreed to accept Brian Stones quote of £275; he had offered to do the chain link free. H Blurton to inform him. All that was left to do to finish the project was to re shape the trees. H Blurton to speak to Lyn Cameron about this. It was reported that J Currie had organized the bugler for Remembrance Sunday. P Savill read an e mail from Suzie Wood concerning the contractor’s van that was parked at the war memorial and causing a visual obstruction.  It was agreed to ask the contactor to park in Wantz Road.
(iii) Bus Shelter. 
H Blurton reported that he had looked at the shelter opposite the Black Bull with M Scott and they thought it could be salvaged. H Blurton to get some quotations for the work.  There had been some comments concerning the new shelter. (a) The seat was too high. (b) The sign on top was crooked. (c) The design was peculiar for the site. (d) The shelter didn’t suit its purpose.  It was agreed to wait until the bad weather to see if there are any more comments.
(iv) Maldon Road Grass Verge
H Blurton reported this was in hand.

62 Pond and Trees

(a)  Pond

T Boem reported that £100 of lime and chalk would be enough to improve the quality of water in the pond. This was agreed. H Blurton to organize a date for a working party at the beginning of December. The dead tree at the pond is to be felled shortly.

(b) Trees

K Young suggested that the last allotment at the far end be used as a planting area for fruit trees; he was to meet on site with T Boem.  K Young to check to see if N Marshall wants to give this allotment up.

T Boem reported that Chelmer Housing were to look at the cherry tree in Maldon Road with a view to saving it.

P Savill reported that she was waiting for a response from Brian Smith concerning the tree rings.  K Young to get a price as well. 
63 Maldon Road Recreation Ground

(a) Allotments – Water Supply
P Savill reported that the water company had contacted her. There was a standing charge of £130 which has to be paid and a direct debit would be set up for this. P Savill outlined the meter readings and was to question the June 2011 figure of 996 cubic metres.  It was agreed to monitor water usage costs for a year and then get the money back from the allotment holders.  It was agreed also that K Young to take a meter reading every month.
(b) Play Area
P Savill explained that she had been approached by four youngsters enquiring about having a skate board ramp installed at the play area. She had looked at prices and suggested that if the youngsters did some fundraising there might be other funding available. It was agreed that P Savill invite the Wicksteed representative to the play area to discuss the project with the youngsters. H Blurton reported that he would have to break the seals on the youth shelter seats to be able to get them off and was waiting for a return call from Monster Play; he also reported that the new latches had been fixed onto the entrance gate.

64  Village Projects

a. Village Gateways

It was reported that plans and photographs had be lodged with ECC
b. Parish Council Office

H Blurton reported that A Radley had passed on some useful names.
c. Whitesbridge Walkboards

Fitzpatrick’s quotation was reported and discussed.  H Blurton to copy the specification to show Bakers of Danbury as they were keen to give a quote. T Boem & A Smith were to get another quote also. P Savill to contact James Kennelly about speed control.

65  Village Website

Nothing to report although H Blurton suggested adding planning to the website.

66  Queen’s Jubilee
A Smith reported that the Hog Roasts had been booked. He suggested holding separate meetings to organize the celebration. P Savill to mention it in newsletter and book the meeting room for 17th November.

67  Planning

There were no new applications. The following decisions were reported;

11/01262/CLOPUD
Great Tressells

Granted
11/01118/FUL

1 Ottley Place


Granted

11/01326/CLOPUD
Van Dykes


Withdrawn

H Blurton reported new house name in Maldon Road was to be ‘Westmead’. Trees at Eweland Hall and Bishops Court were being cut back. P Savill reported that Kay Flemming couldn’t see any caravans on site at Ynamit and she would therefore chase up with planning.

68  Correspondence

1. Campaign to Protect Rural England (NALC) How to respond to planning applications – H Blurton to read.

2.  County Update No 97 – A Smith to read.

3.  Legal Briefing – The Future of Standards of Conduct of Members of Local Authorities in England update – P Savill to read.

4.  P Savill reported that the shopper bus was being well used.

5.  T Boem to look at the overhanging ash tree growing between the railway arch and left hand side pavement.

6. Clerk to write to occupants of Ridgeway and Longcroft concerning encroaching hedge and brambles.

69  Any Other Business

a. Flytipping:  Colin Quilter reported flytipping in river by Whitesbridge. Clerk to report.
There being no other business the meeting closed at 9.50 p.m.

Next meeting Thursday 10th November 2011 at 7.30 p.m.
