A meeting of Margaretting Parish Council took place at The Village hall, Wantz Road on Thursday 8th October 2009 at 7.30.

Present: H Blurton, W Cant, J Currie (Vice Chairman in Chair), M Scott, A Smith and K Young.
In attendance: Cllr I Grundy, Brenda Smith (RCCE) and two members of the public.

57 Apologies for Absence were received from T Boem, N Marshall, and P Savill
58. Declarations of Interest

There were no declarations of interest.

59. Democratic Time

Brenda Smith from the RCCE attended the meeting to outline the Village Agents Scheme for which she was Margaretting’s agent.  The RCCE had been commissioned to run this pilot scheme for 18 months.  Its aim was to improve the quality of life for the over 50’s.  Agents had been given a lot of training to help with various aspects that the over 50s may need help with including Benefits, Social Care, Transport, Trading Standards issues.  The scheme was to be launched on 15th October at East Hanningfield Village Hall. Councillors were invited to attend.

60. Minutes

The minutes of the meeting held on 09/09/2009 were agreed and signed as a true and correct record.

61. Matters Arising

a. Post Boxes M Scott reported that The Royal Mail was responsible for the post boxes, although N Taylor had personally paid for repairs to the one outside The Old Bakery.

b. Sign Posts H Blurton reported the finger post sign was still down at Swan Lane.

c. CBC Emergency Planning  H Blurton reported that he had been unable to attend meeting and was waiting for a response as to when he could collect kit.

62. Village Phone Boxes
M Scott reported on BT’s adopt a telephone box scheme.  The box near the pond was listed, the one by the Tye wasn’t.  Both boxes only work with a credit card.  The scheme would pass the care and maintainence over to the parish council.  H Blurton assured the parish council that residents from the Tye would rather adopt the telephone box than loose it.  Clerk to check whether there was any cover included with the insurance policy.
63. Traffic Schemes

Clerk reported that so far 28 slips had been returned.  M Scott was concerned that the parish council have been forced into a quick decision because of the grant available.  He reported on an e mail received from Jamie Cole (Planning Design Team) on the concept and principles of a shared space scheme.  Jamie Cole’s e-mail implied the parish council had been wrongly advised that a shared space scheme would not pass a safety audit.  H Blurton reported that he couldn’t think of any shared space schemes that would fit in the village, they seemed more for towns.  M Scott thought visual impact and environment were important and Jamie Cole’s e-mail suggested challenging the advice received from Highways with Jamie Cole’s observations and comments.  M Scott to discuss this item with P Savill before contacting Graham Livings (Highways Engineer).

64. Village Sites

(a) Schedule of Repairs - H Blurton reported that he had met two contractors already who thought that the milestone at Ivy Cottage could be repaired.  Everything was to be individually priced; hopefully the figures would arrive for the November meeting.  He had approached four of the masonry companies and was yet to arrange meetings with them to discuss the War Memorial.

(b) Grass Verges - Meeting to be arranged after the holidays H Blurton.  There was concern that the grass growing around the bollards at The Saddlery was looking untidy and needed strimming; unfortunately this was going to be an ongoing problem with any bollards that are installed.

65. Village Pond and Trees
(a) Pond - M Scott reported that the soil around the tank at Calcotts was to be removed and analyzed.  T Boem was to have a meeting thereafter with the people monitoring the pond.  I Grundy asked if there were any negative thoughts on this as the CBC Life magazine were to make it a feature in the next edition.

(b) Trees - M Scott reported for N Marshall who had approached the Village Hall Committee about the siting of the copper beech.  M Scott and T Boem were to look for an area within the Village Hall grounds for it to be planted.  H Blurton thought it should go in a prominent place and not be tucked away.  It was agreed that various other sites should be suggested at the next meeting.  T Boem had applied for a grant for the trees to go at the bottom of the allotment area.  He had also requested an up to date TPO map.
(c) Bulb Planting - It was agreed that the donation would be £50.  Clerk reported that the Horticultural Society had also donated £50.

66. Maldon Road Recreation Field

(a) Allotments – K Young reported that he had burnt all the vegetation.  W Cant had adjusted South Hanningfield’s allotment agreement to suit Margaretting.  She was to discuss with K Young and present at the next meeting.  AGENDA ITEM November
(b) Play Area – W Cant reported that all seemed fine.  K Young had spoken to Kay Flemming.  Clerk to check with P Savill whether Kay had reported back to her. AGENDA ITEM November

67. Accounts

Authority was given for payment of the following:


M D Landscapes

£420.90


Audit



£327.75

Clerk reported £103.46 and £51.30 (direct debit for broadband) had come out of the bank 

68. Planning

Applications:
09/01304/LBC
The Spread eagle


Demolition of Listed Building

P.Cs Comment
Margaretting PC objects to the demolition of the building.  This property dates back to 1777 and is part of Margarettings history.  It is felt that the property should be restored to its original structure and if not used as a public house converted into a dwelling or dwellings retaining the external façade.

09/01318/FUL

Chywone, Maldon Road

New pitched tiled roof to garage at rear of property

No objections
09/01073/CLOPUD
Fairfield House

Two storey rear extension, single storey side extension, roof enlargement and porch to front
H Blurton to contact Planning Officer as the PC knew nothing about this application and the work may have already been carried out.

DECISIONS:
09/01067/FUL

Elm Cottage, Roman Road

Granted

09/00944/FUL

Bearmans Farmhouse


Granted

09/01063/CLEUD
4 Crondon Hall Cottages

Granted

09/01043/FUL

Margaretting C of E School

Granted
PLANNING MEETING OF 28TH SEPTEMBER 2009:
09/01178/FUL

Umtali, Maldon Road

Part two storey, part first floor side and rear extension and dormer window to side and front.







No Objections

H Blurton reported that he has been given permission to trim the willow tree to prevent children swinging on it.

69. Correspondence

(a) Making the Links – September 2009 edition – T Boem to read

(b) Poster ‘Over 55’s Information Day’ CBC to go onto Notice Board.

(c) EALC – County Update No 70 – September 2009 – A Smith to read.

(d) Three briefing reports from EALC for circulation

(i) Working Time Limits (ii) Parish Polls (iii) Parish Meetings

(e) Chelmsford Council for Voluntary Services update – autumn 2009 – J Currie to read.

(f) Landmark Signage Booklet – H Blurton to file

(g) Passenger Transport Meeting – W Cant reported she was unable to attend

(h) M Scott reported that T Boem had seen an article in the previous Making the Links about Wildlife Sites – Margaretting had ten.

(i) H Blurton reported that he and M Scott would be attending the usual meeting at CBC on 17th November.

70. Any Other Business

a.  VDS -A Smith commented on the photo of Whitesbridge in the VDS.

b.  Peacocks – H Blurton spoke about the lake that was being constructed at Peacocks which has increased the size by three times.

c.  The Black Bull - H Blurton reported that the Yew trees at The Black Bull had been crowned, they have a TPO on them which the Landlady is aware of.

d. Street Furniture - M Scott reported additions to the survey of street furniture; Ivy Day’s new seat, Pump at The Tye and the Millennium tree at the Church.

e. Dog Fouling - Clerk to report the dog fouling in the alley at the top of Orton Close to the Dog Warden.

f.  Oak Tree - J Currie explained that there was an oak pollard overhanging where the railway garden is.  H Blurton to take a look.

There being no other business the meeting closed at 9.07 p.m.

Next meeting Thursday November 12th at 7.30 p.m.
