A meeting of Margaretting Parish Council took place at The Village Hall, Wantz Road on Thursday 12th November 2009 at 7.30 p.m.

Present:  T Boem, W Cant, J Currie, N Marshall, P Savill (Chairman), M Scott and 

K Young.
In attendance: Cllr I Grundy, Brenda Smith (RCCE) and three members of the public.

71 Apologies for absence were received from H Blurton and A Smith

72 Declarations of Interest
There were no declarations of interest.

73 Democratic Time

a. Parked Car in Maldon Road  W Henderson reported problems caused by the parked car outside the first house in Maldon Road.  M Scott explained that it belonged to a resident in Jennings Place.  Although it wasn’t parked illegally, P Savill to refer the matter to Kay Flemming.
b. Traffic Scheme  The PC was asked what sort of scheme it would be.  P Savill explained that the scheme for pedestrian refuge islands was only in its initial stage.  A bid has been applied for to see if the PC can achieve funding for the scheme.
c. Brenda Smith(RCCE)  Outlined the Village Agents Scheme.  P Savill suggested she attend again in six months time to give a report to update the PC.
74 Minutes

The minutes of the meeting held on 08/10/2009 were agreed and signed as a true and correct record.
75 Matters Arising

a. Telephone Boxes  The Clerk reported the boxes were not covered in the insurance policy.  H Blurton to be asked at the December meeting whether residents of The Tye want to take over their telephone box.
76 Village Hall – Office Space Proposal

N Marshall reported that the Village Hall Committee had no objections to the proposal but did not want to use the facilities; it would solely be for the PC’s use and storage.  The Village Hall wanted assurance that the far end of the car park would be left alone.  It was suggested that a joint sub committee be formed which should include H Blurton; the sub committee to comprise two representatives from the PC and two representatives from the Village Hall Committee plus outside expertise as and when required.  M Scott proposed that the PC go forward with the proposal and submit some plans before getting quotes and applying for grants.  This was seconded by W Cant.  P Savill to organise.

77. Traffic Schemes

P. Savill reported on Graham Livings response to the PC’s letter.  M Scott’s ideas for some different traffic calming schemes were discussed.  He had put together a slide show of photographs of Main Road which showed how the road could be changed by using planters and how the central area of the crossroads could be changed by using colour, he also showed some photographs of examples of different road surfaces used abroad.  P Savill proposed this be an agenda item for the December meeting and that Graham Livings be invited, and the slide show be shown to him.  The reply slips are to be counted and results reported at that meeting.  Funds for pedestrian refuge islands have already been applied for so there is time to explore all angles of different schemes.

78. Village Sites

(a) Schedule of Repairs – Carried forward to December meeting.

(b) Protection of Grass Verges  P Savill to speak to nearby residents where the next protection is to take place.

79. Village Pond and Trees

(a) Pond – T Boem reported that the oil that contaminated the pond had not killed off the vegetation, but he was unsure whether there were any long term effects.  The pond is to be monitored for the next two years by putting in a couple of wells, the plastic barrels by the side of the pond are to be removed shortly.
(b) Trees Copper Beech – T Boem and M Scott had found a site for the tree to be planted.  N Marshall to raise it at the Village Hall meeting.
P Savill reported that Chelmsford Council had asked the owners of Whitewebbs Cottage to plant some replacement trees.
80. Allotments

W Cant and K Young had compiled a draft copy of the new tenancy agreement.  P Savill to copy and circulate it before the December meeting.  Agenda Item
81. Maldon Road Recreation Field

P Savill reported that there had been no problems this month.  Kay Flemming was monitoring the situation with the 13 year old.

82. Accounts

Authority was given for payment of the following:


Bulbs
(C.T. Cove)

£139.50
83. Planning

There were no applications. The following decision was reported:

Umtali

09/01178/FUL

Maldon Road



Refused

Part two storey, part first floor side and rear extension and dormer window to side and 

Front.

Site Allocations

M Scott reported the potential site for first time housing at the rear of Bank End Cottages.  P Savill reported that she had spoken to Chelmsford Council who confirmed that access would be via the gate and drive into Maldon Road playing field.  M Scott reported that he had read the piece of information written in Chelmsford Borough Local Development Framework.  No one was in support of using this site.  P Savill to draft a letter of objection on the Parish Councils behalf.  It was reported that there was to be a meeting on Wednesday 18th November at the Village Hall concerning the Local Development Framework.
84. Correspondence

(a)
Oyster Newsletter – T Boem to read

(b)
New Local Development Consultation – Clerk to file.

(c) 
Mid Essex Forum – meeting taken place already.

(d)
Stop Stansted – request for financial support – rejected

(e)
Essex County Council – notification of free telecare for the over 80’s
(f)
EALC County Update – J Currie to read

(g)
EALC Chief Executives Report – to be circulated

(h)
CBC Dispensations – New Officers – Clerk to file

(i)
Playing Fields Newsletter – P Savill to read

(j)
Adopted Statement of Community Involvement Minerals & Waste Development Framework – J Currie to read.

(k) 
Making the Links October edition – T Boem to read

(l)
CBC Consultation Parish Charter – Clerk to File

(m)
Precept – Agenda Item December

(n)
Black Cottage – No breach of planning control – Clerk to pass onto H Blurton

85. Any Other Business

a
There were no objections to a flag being flown half mast for Ivy Day’s funeral.

b
M Scott reported that one of the houses in Jennings Place has had to take down a conservatory.
c
Clerk to re-write to Whitewebbs cottage requesting they cut back overgrown vegetation encroaching onto bus shelter roof.

d
Spread Eagle – P Savill to contact the Brewery regarding the covering of the roof that is exposed to the elements.  A Radley had enquired about the pub pole and sign in Larmers Car Park.

There being no other business the meeting closed at 9.17 p.m.

Next meeting Thursday 10th December 2009 at 7.30 p.m. in the Village Hall

