A meeting of Margaretting Parish Council took place at Margaretting Village Hall , Wantz Road on Thursday 8th September at 7.30 p.m.

Present: H Blurton, W Cant, C Quilter, P Savill (Chairman), M Scott and K Young. There were two members of the public in attendance

41  Apologies for Absence

Apologies were received from T Boem, N Marshall, A Smith and Cllr. I Grundy

42  Declarations of Interest

There were no Declarations of Interest

43  Democratic Time

Ynamit, Maldon Road. It was reported that caravans had been driven onto the site. P Savill had already reported this to CBC and the police.
44  Minutes
The Minutes of the meeting held on 14th July 2011 were agreed and signed as a true and correct record.

45  Matters Arising
a. Telephone Kiosk:  It was reported that the telephone kiosk by the pond had been repaired and the one at Margaretting Tye had been reported for repair.

b. Bridleway 22:  M Scott reported that the complaints about the gates had been reported and the matter was now in the hands of Simon Taylor (Enforcement Officer).  Clerk to write to the landowner explaining that the gates were causing problems to horse riders and to ask if he could remove the gates and put them at the field entrance.

c.  Footpath 43:   M Scott had reported the repairs to railings, bollards and surfacing. C Quilter confirmed that the railings and bollards had already been repaired.

d. Pedestrian Island – Missing keep left sign had already been reported.

46  Accounts

Authority was given for payment of the following;


Lisnick

 
£264.00


M D Landscapes
£540.00


H M Rev & Customs
£156.30


C Kochan Salary
£372.71


Marg. Village Hall
£ 59.00


Lisnick


£486.00
47  Village Sites
(i)  Repairs & Maintenance

H Blurton reported that the repairs and maintenance programme had been completed. There were two new projects that could now be started, one was the area by the bench opposite the school where the railings needed rubbing down and re-painting, the area behind needed clearing and either bark or gravel needed to be put down. Also, the bus shelter opposite the Black Bull needed some attention. M Scott, P Savill and H Blurton to meet on site and discuss the projects. H Blurton to draw up the specifications.

(ii)  War Memorial

H Blurton reported that work was due to start at the beginning of October and would take two weeks to complete. M Scott confirmed that he had requested an extension for the War Memorial grant deadline.  It was agreed that the surrounding 28 posts and chain links were in need of attention.  The chain links needed wire brushing and then sprayed with hammerite, two coats of masonry paint needed applying to the posts and some of the posts needed straightening.   It was agreed to seek three quotes. H Blurton already had one quote. Clerk to contact M Saville and B Stone to arrange a meeting on site with H Blurton.
(iii)  Bus Shelter

P Savill reported that the new bus shelter was in place.  However, it was a Newstead shelter instead of the requested Surrey shelter.  It was agreed to leave as it was unless there were complaints or evidence that the shelter was unsuitable.  P Savill to write a piece for the newsletter.  H Blurton to keep the bus shelter goody bag in a safe place.

(iv)  Grass Verges

It was reported that the residents had been parking on the newly seeded verge in Maldon Road.  The verge was in danger of being damaged again and the money spent on reseeding it wasted.  It was agreed that H Burton would get some prices for bollards and draw up a plan to present to Highways.

(v)  Pond & Trees

In T Boem’s absence there was nothing to report.

P Savill to contact B Smith for a quote for the tree hoop for A radley’s tree and K Young to contact Boreham Forge for one.

48  Maldon Road Recreation Ground

(i)  Allotments

K Young reported that there had been a small amount of vandalism which had been reported to PCSO Kay Fleming.  It was agreed that: K Young to buy a new lock for the gate.  K Young to start a waiting list for the allotments. P Savill to mention the allotments waiting list in the newsletter.
H Blurton reported that where the water main had been repaired it had started to sink.  

At this juncture (8.31) P Savill closed the meeting to discuss the best options with a member of the public.  The meeting re-opened at 8.33.
It was agreed that H Blurton & K Young were to look into the option of buying a bag of tarmac to use to level off the uneven area.

(ii)  Play Area 

P Savill reported that the dogs allowed on a lead only notice had been fixed to the front gate and a piece had been written for the Newsletter.  K Young confirmed that most dogs were being kept on a lead.  P Savill also reported that the mechanism on the front gate was broken and there were still signs of foxes in the playing field.  H Blurton to replace mechanism on front gate.  

H Blurton outlined the quote to clean and make good the youth shelter seats.  It was agreed to put this work in hand.

Councillors were asked to monitor the flue on the new extension wall next to the playing field.  At present it was encroaching over the boundary, but this might only be temporary. 
49  Village Projects

(i)  Village Gateways

H Blurton produced photographs of the sites where the gateways were to be erected; he outlined the various prices and sizes.  M Scott thanked H Blurton for all his hard work. The proposals are to be looked at again before finalizing and sending off to ECC for their views.

(ii)  Parish Council Office

H Blurton had seen an architect from the company employed by the village hall for their extension.  It was agreed to accept this architect’s offer to manage the project.  H Blurton to contact him to arrange a site visit and request a rough figure for the project.  It was agreed to start on the office as soon as funds were available.  The drains at the village hall would need to be looked at at the same time.
(iii)  Whites Bridge Walkboards

P Savill reported on costings from James Kennerley (Bridge Engineer) which totaled £27,000.  £7,000 of this would be for traffic safety management. The work would take four weeks to complete. It was agreed that P Savill would re-contact him for recommended companies so that some more quotations can be obtained.
P Savill also reported that Suzie Bell (Heritage Lottery Fund Development Officer) had suggested the research element of the project could focus on the history of the village itself as well as the bridge and the walkboards.  She also suggested putting together a heritage trail around the river or the village which could be incorporated with other historic features and points of interest in the village.

50  Village Website

P Savill and M Scott had met with Pat Roberts (ECC Big Society Fund Officer) who was very helpful.  ECC’s essexinfo.net is used by many parish councils and ECC could offer help and advice if needed when using this site.  It was agreed that the parish council would use essexinfo.net to develop our site and councilors were asked to think of things that could be included on it.
51  Queens Jubilee Celebrations 2012

P Savill confirmed that the Village Hall and grounds had been booked for Saturday, 2nd June for this event. The school and village hall committee to be asked if they had any suggestions for the day. K Young to get a price for a barn dance.  Suggestions received so far include a hog roast, bouncy castle and magician.

52  Planning

H Blurton reported that there were two applications that the parish council had not been invited to comment on.  Helen Nightingale (Planning Officer) had explained the parish council’s previous comments would be taken into consideration.  The applications were;

11/01262/CLOPUD  Great Tressells. Proposed works to amend current built form by means of demolishing and part rebuilding of extensions

11/01326/CLOPUD  Van Dykes. Single storey side and front extensions and two storey pitched roof rear extension.
Applications
11/01356/FUL  Whites Place Farm

Removal of existing caravans and replace with log cabin to provide staff welfare facilities

No Objections
Decisions

Great Tressells
11/00858/CLEUD
Refused

Whites Bridge Farm
11/01050/FUL

Refused

1 Ottley Place

11/00886/FUL

Granted

The Oaks

11/01122/ETL

Granted 

(Permission for one year before turning it back into stables.

H Blurton reported on CBC’s Site Allocations Development Plan.  There were two references to Margaretting; one was that it was green belt, the other that the flood barrier was to be completed by 2012.

53  Correspondence
a. Making the Links – T Boem to read

b. The Playing Field/ Summer 2011 – N Marshall/P Savill to read

c. County Update/ No 92  - A Smith to read

d. Essex Works/Bus Passenger News – W Cant to read
e. Clerks and Councils Direct – Clerk to read

f. Tree Warden Scheme – to be passed to T Boem

54  Any Other Business

a. Margaretting In Need (parish council nominee):  It was agreed that Margaretting In Need could approach someone to take A Radley’s place on the Trust.

b.  Footpath 17:  M Scott to report that this footpath in Pennys Lane is overgrown.
c. Parish Council Computer:  It was agreed that this should be looked at.  H Blurton to take it to computer specialist.

d. Whites Bridge:  M Scott reported that the coping stones were finished.

There being no other business the meeting closed at 9.59.

Next meeting 13th October 2011 at 7.30 p.m.
