A meeting of Margaretting Parish Council took place at the Village hall on Thursday 9th September 2010 at 7.30 p.m.
Present: H Blurton, T Boem, W Cant, N Marshall, P Savill (Chairman), M Scott and K Young.

In attendance Cllr Iain Grundy, Brenda Smith (Village Agent), Kay Fleming and associate and two members of the public.

43.
Apologies for absence
Apologies were received from J Currie and A Smith.

44.
Declarations of Interest

There were no Declarations of Interest
45.
Democratic Time
a. P & P Motors – Concerns were expressed about the parking outside the garage which was causing a visual obstruction.  PCSO K Fleming explained that the parked cars were not breaking the law as there were no restrictions there.  It was suggested having bollards in this area would prevent cars being parked on the pavement.  H Blurton explained bollards at this location would not deter parking because of the distance between bollards and to the kerb which is specified by law.
b. Village Agent – Brenda Smith reported that she was making a list of names and numbers of elderly people that might need help during the winter.  P Savill to put something in the newsletter.

c. 351 Bus Service – Reports of an incident where the bus went past the bus stop because the drivers vision had been obstructed by parked cars.  P Savill confirmed she had contacted First Bus who had agreed to find out if drivers had complained about the parked cars restricting their view.
d. Bus Shelter (opposite Black Bull) – Concerns expressed about the overgrowing vegetation that was encroaching onto the bus shelter roof.

e. Maldon Road – A Traffic Officer was to visit the driver of the parked ‘White Lining’ vehicle.
f. Police Report – PCSO K Fleming gave a report of events that had taken place around the village.
46.
Matters Arising
a. Train Whistle – P Savill had reported the whistle to Network Rail and it has been brought to the attention of the train operator.  N Marshall reported that there had been a slight improvement.

b. Speed Limit Review – Graham Livings had confirmed that the review had been completed and changes were to take place in this and the next financial year.  Once the review had been ‘signed off’ by Cllr Hume there would be more details.  I Grundy to find out details for next meeting.

c. Whitewebbs Cottage – P Savill to advise Wayne Jewell the case officer who is monitoring the garden of the different vehicles going in.
d. Main Road – The dog bin opposite the school was in position.

e. Pennys Lane – P Savill outlined the proposed parking restrictions.

f. Hedging/Main Road – P Savill had contacted Highways who were establishing who the hedges belonged to.
47.
Accounts
Authority was given for payment of the following;



Lisnick


£1014.77



M D Landscapes
£1287.82



Clerks Salary

£ 423.75



Mrs Perrett

£   50.00   (Internal Audit)

P Savill outlined the healthy bank balances.

48   Village Sites

(i)   Repairs and Maintenance

H Blurton reported that the scheduled work had been completed.  H Blurton to give the village sign a coat of saddolin.  H Blurton to inspect the benches around the village and get a quote for those that needed treatment.
(ii)  War Memorial
M Scott and H Blurton had submitted the grant form and were waiting to hear whether it had been successful.
(iii) Bus Shelter
It was agreed that H Blurton draw up a specification to re build the bus shelter next to The Black Bull with a pitched roof.  K Young to get a quote as well.
(iv) Protection of Grass Verges
A Gibbons had submitted a quote for £155 to repair, topsoil and reseed the verge on the green in Maldon Road.  T Boem to contact A Gibbons to find out the amount of topsoil he would be using, and to get another quote.  P Savill reported volunteer work at the lavender bank and that it needed regular maintenance.  K Young to ask Tracey if she wanted to be involved.
(v)  Village Pond
T Boem suggested he speak to Ecologia before getting a working party together so as not to disturb their work.  He was also to find out about barley straw and treatments that could be used to clear the pond.  Betty Chapman’s offer to buy and install a bench by the pond in memory of Basil Chapman was accepted and agreed.  M Scott, T Boem and H Blurton to find a good spot for it to go.
(vi) Village Trees

T Boem reported the two dead trees at the recreation ground could be cut down and burnt on the allotments, this was agreed.  P Savill reported that Chelmer Housing were not going to cut back the fir trees, however, they have suggested that the Parish Council could trim the lower branches.  T Boem, K Young and P Savill to have a look and check the wires above.  M Scott had grown three trees from seeds.  T Boem to look for a site for them and to try to identify them.
49. Whitesbridge
P Savill reported her meeting with a Highways Engineer.  He had said that repairing the walk boards was a large project possibly costing £25,000.  He was to speak to the Highways bridge section and then get back in touch with P Savill.  The Essex Wildlife and Environment Agency were also interested in the walkboards, the Heritage Lottery were supportive and may be able to give a grant.  It was impossible to cut the hedge back as the boards caused an obstruction.  H Blurton thought the little island should be incorporated in the project. 

50. Maldon Road Recreation Field

a.
Allotments – K Young reported he had spoken to the owners of the redundant sewage works who were happy to have the overgrown hedge trimmed back, he suggested burning the cuttings.
T Boem suggested a working party. 
b.
Play Area – P Savill reported several rusty spots on the teen shelter.  H Blurton to have a look.

51. Village Hall Proposed Office Space
After a short discussion it was agreed that the draft plan was too small.  H Blurton suggested increasing it out by three or four feet.  H Blurton to arrange this for the next meeting.

52. Village Gateway

M Scott reported that he had met up with T and H Boem to look at the different ideas.  Helen favored estate fencing and was to do some drawings and get some prices for the October meeting. Agenda Item.
53. Planning

Applications:  
8 Bank End Cottages


No Objections




Part single, part two storey side/rear extension & roof over existing front bay



window.




St Margarets Church


No Objections




Enclosure of South porch to provide toilet facilities for Church

Decisions:

Folly Cottage



Granted




First floor rear extension and pitched roof over existing single storey flat roof 



extension.

P Savill circulated a letter from Mr Conway, 8 Bank End, Maldon Road concerning erecting scaffolding onto the playing field while building work is carried out to his property.  This was agreed. P Savill to contact John Whitelock (Chelmsford Council) and ask for help in drawing up the licence.
P Savill reported that The Spread Eagle had been sold.

54. Correspondence

a. The Playing Field magazine – P Savill and N Marshall to read.

b. Poster from C.B.C. concerning Electoral registration – to go onto Notice Board

c. NALC – Report of Chief Executive – Clerk to pass onto J Currie

d. Essex County Council – Mid Essex Area Forum minutes – P Savill to read.

e. Best Kept Village Competition – Results and Winners – Clerk to get scores.

f. CBC Corporate Grant Aid Scheme up to £5000 – P Savill to read.

g. Booklet – Being a good employer – M Scott to read.

55. Any Other Business

(i) Whitesbridge:  N Marshall thought that Whitesbridge should have priority road markings.
          P Savill to contact Graham Livings.
(ii) Samaritans Purse:  Poster for the Notice Board

There being no other business the meeting closed at 9.30 p.m.

Next meeting Thursday 14th October 2010 at 7.30 p.m.

