A meeting of Margaretting Parish Council took place at the village hall on Thursday 11th November 2010 at 7.30 p.m.

Present:  P Savill (Chairman), M Scott, A Smith and K Young. In attendance Cllr I Grundy.

70.  Apologies for absence

Apologies were received from H Blurton, T Boem, W Cant, J Currie and N Marshall.

71.  Declarations of Interest

There were no Declarations of Interest.

72.  Minutes

The minutes were agreed and signed as a true and correct record after the following amendment to minute 65 Village Gateways. Minute to read ;
   Gateways were agreed to be sited at Baskervilles, Bishops Court and by the bridge in Wantz Road.

73.  Matters Arising

(a) Bench/Pond  P Savill to ask B Chapman to contact M Scott to arrange a site meeting with T Boem, H Blurton.
(b) 351 Bus Route. P Savill reported on the reply she received. A complaint had been sent to the Depot Manager at Basildon. P Savill to contact him to establish whether there has been a visual problem because of parked cars at the garage.

(c)  Land Registry. P Savill had returned the form requesting they contact the Parish Council in three months time.
(d) Relief in Need Accounts. A Smith had looked over the accounts which were fine. The nominees for the Parish Council were A Radley and C Currie who were due to be re elected. He suggested the Trust might consider buying a few cottages and renting them for affordable housing.
74. Accounts
Authority was given for payment of the following:


Audit   

£358.38

P Savill had drawn up a sheet of expenditure and expected expenditure to help complete the precept at December’s meeting.

75. Village Sites

(i)  Repairs and Maintenance
M Scott reported the War Memorial, Notice Board at The Tye, Bus Shelters and Benches were all in hand. He outlined some smaller repairs to be carried out;

1.  The sign for the millennium tree at The Tye had rotted away and needed replacing.


2.  The bin liner at the pond was the wrong size and needed replacing.


3.  The bin attached to the bus shelter needed replacing with a new one to go into the ground.

4.  Two pains of glass were broken in the telephone box which needed to be replaced as it is a listed box BT should carry out the work.  Also the telephone box at The Tye was looking tatty and needed a re paint.


5.  The pillar box at The Tye needed re-pointing.
(ii)  War Memorial

M Scott reported that he had acknowledgement that application had been received and was waiting to hear about application.

(iii) Bus Shelter

P Savill reported she had asked I Stone to contact H Blurton for a specification.

(iv)  Grass Verges

P Savill reported that she had spoken to Marcus Sprawling and explained the verge was to be repaired.

(v)  Pond & Trees

T Boem reported that he had spoken to A Radley about his tree. P Savill suggested setting a date for planting and report at next meeting. T Boem also reported that the trees had not been cut back by EDF at the playing field.
(vi) Whitesbridge

P Savill reported that the Environment Agency were to clear a section of The Wid. P Savill to report the loose copping stones on the bridge. P Savill and I Grundy to try and find out whether the project was going to committee at Essex County Council. The parish council was waiting to hear from the Bridges Department. P Savill reported sightings of Otters in the Wid.

76. Allotments

K Young reported that there were no problems. He had bagged up the asbestos and awaiting for a contractor to come and collect it. N Marshall had walked around the playing field several times and there were no problems to report. The sign concerning dogs was in hand.
77. Village Gateways

In hand. H Boem had been unwell.

78. Planning

H Blurton had received an e mail from Joy Shepherd ‘Planning contributions for local amenities’.

 P Savill to respond mentioning the toddler swings and village gateways quoting the Village Design statement.

There were also four cases being dealt with by The Enforcement Officer; Little Tressels; Fairfield House; Keepers Cottage and Whitewebbs. Four Oaks inquiry was to take place on 7th December.
P Savill reported that A Conway had signed his licence agreement for the scaffolding for use to build his extension.

79.  Correspondence

1.   Mid Essex Area Forum – M. Scott to read

2.   Census – Clerk reported the census would take place on 27th March 2011.

3.   Different Village Design Statements sent from EALC – passed onto M Scott.

80.  Any Other Business

a.   Best Kept Village Competition – M Scott reported on the scores for the village. P Savill to write and congratulate the village hall who scored a 10 along with the pond. M Scott to get a copy of all the scoring and notification that the village got through to the second round.

b.  P Savill to make some enquiries about a cycle path between Hylands Park and Margaretting.

c.  J Currie mentioned the signs outside The Red Lion, councilors to monitor.

d.  P Savill to do the Christmas reading at Church.

e.  P Savill to report the low loader lorry in Maldon Road to Kay Flemming – it should be facing the other direction.

f.  Whistles were still being sounded at night. P Savill to find out where the A12 enquiry is at.

There being no other business the meeting closed at 8.50 p.m.

Next meeting Thursday 9th December 2010 at 7.30 p.m.

