The AGM of Margaretting Parish Council took place at The Village Hall, Wantz Road on Thursday 13th May 2010 at 7.30 p.m.

Present: H Blurton, T Boem, W Cant, N Marshall,  P Savill (Chairman), M Scott.
In attendance: Cllr I Grundy and one member of the public.

1.  Apologies

Apologies for absence were received from J Currie and A Smith

2.  Election of Officers
Chairman





P Savill

Vice Chairman




J Currie

Rights of Way/ Village Furniture


M Scott

Emergency Planning/Planning Co Coordinator
H Blurton

Transport/Community Health



W Cant

Reps to VHMC/EALC



H Blurton   J Currie/A Smith

Allotments/Playground



K Young/W Cant    N Marshall/P Savill

Tree Warden/Pond Management


T Boem

Press Officer





P Savill

The meeting closed at 7.48p.m.

The Parish Council meeting started at 7.52 p.m.

3.   Declarations of Interest
There were no declarations of interest

4.   Democratic Time

W Henderson enquired about the height restriction of the bridge in Maldon Road and the signage from the Galleywood side.  H Blurton suggested the nearest place for a sign would be at the Swan Lane junction.  P Savill to contact Graham Livings (Highways)

5.   Minutes 

The minutes of the meeting held on 8th April 2010 were agreed and signed as a true and correct record.

6.   Matters Arising 

a.   Verges – I Grundy reported on a CBC meeting where it had been agreed to look into the damage being caused to the grass verges in the borough.
b. Traffic Schemes – The PC had received confirmation that the scheme had been accepted.
c.   Arthur Radley’s Tree – T Boem reported that Arthur had suggested planting take place after the summer.  This was agreed.

d.   Broadband – P Savill reported that the Village Hall had donated £300 towards Broadband.

e.   Drain Covers – All repairs had been carried out.

f.    Dog Bins – K Young had identified a site opposite the school for the bin.  Clerk reported that she was awaiting a response.

7.   Accounts
Authority was given for payment of the following;


M D Landscapes

£645.09

P Savill reported that the first installment of the precept had been deposited into the bank.

P Savill to write to Maztec to ask for a donation following this year’s V Festival

8.   Village Sites

(i)  Schedule of Repairs:  H Blurton requested work start in July, after his holiday.

(ii) War Memorial:  H Blurton outlined the quote from F J French Ltd.  The York stone was not going to be useable so the quotes were:

              To replace York stone as it was   £4421.76 + vat


  To use squares of York stone       £4126.20 + vat

Bakers of Danbury’s’ quote was £2993 + vat, which was only to replace a small percentage of the York stone.  H Blurton was waiting for a new quote from Bakers of Danbury to replace all the York stone as the first quote from F J French had quoted for.

N Marshall proposed that when the quote arrives H Blurton, P Savill and M Scott appoint the contractor, ask them to submit their method statement and apply for the grant.  This was seconded by W Cant and agreed.

(iii) Protection of Grass Verges:  I Grundy had already reported that the verges were to be inspected.  It was agreed that an article be put in the Newsletter to see if there were any objections to bollards being put on the green in Maldon Road.
9.   Village Pond and Trees
(i) Pond – T Boem reported that Ecologia had been in contact to report a decrease in oil in the pond and as recommended by the Environment Agency they were continuing to monitor the pond; therefore the bins will remain for the time being.
(ii) Trees – K Young & W Cant volunteered to water the new trees at the allotments and cut away any brambles that are growing up them.  T Boem to look at the cherry tree outside 57 Maldon Road on the green.
10. Maldon Road Recreation Field

K Young reported the broken water tap outside the main gate; the water supply to the field could not be turned off.  H Blurton to look at the tap at the top end of the allotments.  It was agreed that H Blurton get a bigger padlock and six keys for the main gate.
Allotments - K Young reported that the manure that had been delivered was for everyone to use.

Play Area - P Savill reported that there was still a problem with dog poo around the teen shelter.

11. Village Gateway Project

M Scott presented a slide show of different village gateways the concept being to make the village more attractive.  He suggested that two places where the gates could go would be by the 40mph signs at either end of the village and by the Margaretting sign in Writtle Road.  The sloping wooden gateway was preferred with a shingle base with planting to add a bit of colour.
T Boem and M Scott show Helen Boem the gateway and ask if she can come up with any planting ideas.  Agenda Item June
12.   Village Hall Office Space

H Blurton reported a positive response from the village hall committee to putting a partition in the store room for the display boards.  H Blurton to draw a sketch for M Scott to present at the next village hall meeting.  There were some bins and bollards that needed storing as well.
M Scott to ask the horticultural society if they could be stored in their shed.  If these were agreed then the next step would be to apply for outline planning permission before applying for grants and funding.
13.  Planning
H Blurton reported on planning meeting on 10th May:
Fairfield House, Writtle Road

10/00471/FUL
 Two storey front/side extension, two storey rear extension and alterations to roof. PC Comments:  The PC feels that this is an inappropriate development within the greenbelt because the extensions would be significant in size in relation to the original dwelling.
Folly Cottage, Roman Road

10/00585/FUL First floor rear extension and pitched roof over existing single storey flat roof extension.  PC Comments:  no objections.

The following decisions were reported:

10/00304/FUL Umtali, Maldon Road    Granted
10/00296/FUL  55 Maldon Road  Granted
10/00367/FUL  Park Lodge Cottage  Granted
Nothing to report on Four Oaks,Webbs Cottage or Little Tressels Farm.
T Boem reported that the conifer at Pilgrims was to be felled.  The Black Bull had applied to have the crowns reduced on the Yew trees and Long Meadow in Pennys Lane to have crown reduction work carried out on two Oaks and an Ash.

14.   Correspondence

a.
EALC County Update No 76 – Clerk to pass onto J Currie

b.
Making the Links – May edition – T Boem to read

c.
The Playing Field Newsletter Spring 2010 – P Savill to read.

d.
Cycling Activities ‘Gear Up and Get Cycling’ CBC – Leaflets distributed
e.
Sport & Physical Activity Volunteer Recruitment Fair on May 21st.

f.
Clerks and Councils Direct – Clerk to read
15   Any Other Business
a
The Parish Assembly was arranged for Wednesday June 2nd at 8.00pm

b.
Insurance Policy.  N Marshall had looked over the insurance renewal papers and he reported that the PC had the best deal.

c
Maldon Constituency.  I Grundy reported that John Whittingdale was to hold a surgery in Stock on 4th June at 5.00 p.m.  P Savill to mention it in the newsletter.

d
Village Hall Cricket Field.  P Savill to write a letter giving H Taylor authorisation to access information held by our solicitors regarding the use of the recreation field.
e
Village Hall Representative.  Clerk to write to the secretary of the village hall committee confirming H Blurton is the Parish Council Rep.

There being no other business the meeting closed at 9.05 p.m.

Next meeting Thursday 10th June 2010 at 7.30 p.m
