A Meeting of Margaretting Parish Council took place at The Village Hall, Wantz Road on Thursday 10th March 2011 at 7.30 p.m.

Present; H Blurton, W Cant, N Marshall, P Savill (Chairman), M Scott and K Young.

In attendance; Cllr I Grundy, Brenda Smith (Village Agent), Rosemary Wilkins (Cycling Officer – Essex County Council) and one member of the public.

119 Apologies for absence

Apologies were received from T Boem, J Currie and A Smith

120  Declarations of Interest

There were no Declarations of Interest.

121  Democratic Time

a. Rosemary Wilkins attended the meeting following requests from parents enquiring whether there were any plans to have a cycle route from the village to Hylands Park.  Ms. Wilkins explained that there was no reason why a route could not be developed using granite dust, which was a cheaper option of constructing a pathway.  She was to check the boundary and look at different routes into Hylands Park.  She hoped that it would be included in works to be carried out within the next financial year.

b.  Police Report – The clerk read out the report of incidents that had taken place around the village, as always parishioners were urged to report any incidents to ensure that a crime number is logged.
c.  Shopper Bus – P Savill outlined the scheme which will be a timetabled weekly service.  There would be a flat fare of £2.00 and pensioners would be allowed to use their bus passes.  The scheme was to operate on a six month trial for which funding had been approved for three years.  The service was to start on 5th May. Leaflets had gone out and they were to be returned to the clerk.

d.  Brenda Smith reported that she was trying to promote the digital switchover to the over 70’s.

e.  Following the report that there had been two cars in the ditch at Nuns Crossing.  P Savill to find out which authority is responsible for the ditch, Highways or the Railway.

122  Minutes

The minutes of the meeting dated 10th February 2011 were agreed and signed as a true and correct record.

123  Matters Arising

a. Vegetation around bollards/Roman Road – P Savill reported that she had contacted the grass contractor who preferred the strimming option – he would submit a quote.

b. P Savill reported CBC Neat Team was to cut back vegetation from the footpaths along Roman Road at the end of March.

c. Height Restriction/Maldon Road – P Savill reported that she was waiting for a response.

d. EDF – Clerk reported that she was waiting for a response concerning wayleave.

e. Weight Restriction/Maldon Road – The complaint about the number of HGV lorries using this road had been reported to Highways, Trading Standards and the Police.

f. Clerk to speak to H M Revenue & Customs following changes to the law concerning her salary.

g. P Savill reported that she had sent an e mail to Dan Taylor (new resident in the village) inviting him to a parish council meeting but there had not been any response.

124  Accounts

P Savill outlined the accounts and balances in the bank

Authority was given for payment of the following;


Neptune Outdoor Furniture

£245.70  (Bin for Pond)


C Kochan



£473.75  (Salary & Expenses)


N Marshall



£ 16.99   ( Padlock for gate)

125  Village Sites

(i) H Blurton reported that the only item outstanding was various signs.  The sign for A Radley’s plaque was agreed £185.00 plus vat.  The sign was to be in polished stainless steel onto wood.  The Dog sign for the gate on Maldon Road playing field was agreed £18.00. The post at The Tye for the notice board was agreed £70.00 plus vat.  It was agreed to put on hold plans for a notice board at the allotments.  Various benches and the telephone box by the pond were waiting tidying up; clerk had notified BT about the kiosk and was waiting for a response.  H Blurton outlined the danger at the pond where the bank was caving in and needed reinforcing.  T Boem & H Blurton to obtain quotes.  H Blurton to temporary safe guard the area.
(ii) War Memorial: H Blurton and M Scott met on site with the manager of FJF.  The estimate has been broken down but the War Memorial wasn’t included in the breakdown.  It was agreed that when it arrived H Blurton, M Scott and P Savill could make the decision to go ahead.  P Savill reported that three grants had been confirmed for this project.
(iii) Bus Shelter:  It was reported that there are no new ECC grants being given for shelter projects.  H Blurton outlined the cost of the preferred shelter (£9,648.00) excluding the cost of a new base and removal of the old shelter.  P Savill reported that Moira Mason, Infrastructure Development Manager CBC had agreed to include a new shelter in her list of scheme for 2011/12 and will let the parish council know by the end of May if the request has been successful.  It was agreed the parish council was prepared to contribute towards a new shelter.

(iv) Grass Verge at The Tye – Clerk to contact Gary Sharpe requesting that he makes good the damaged verges.

(v)  T Boem & H Blurton were waiting for quotes to remove the broken tree by the pond. It was reported that T Boem had tidied around the pond.

(vi)  Whitesbridge – It was reported that work was still being carried out further up the river.

126  Maldon Road Recreation Field

K Young reported that a new padlock was needed for the tap, N Marshall to organize. There had been a small amount of vandalism.
127  Village Projects

a.  Village Gateways   M Scott showed photographs of the agreed sites for the gateways. It was  agreed that the gateways would be wooden, and a general design for the gateways was also agreed with Yew growing behind them.  H Blurton to prepare a drawing for the April meeting.

b.  Parish Council Office – H Blurton reported that he had met A Radley on site and discussed the outline plan which was to slightly alter as it had been suggested not to include the toilet and to be able to gain access to the Village Hall to use the toilet, H Blurton to amend the plan and present the application for outline planning permission.

128  Parish Assembly

The date was confirmed as 3rd May at 8.00p.m. in The Village Hall. 

129  Planning

Applications

11/00233/FUL

Whites Place Farm (Ingatestone Saddlery)

Installation of a roof mounted solar Pholo Voltaic electricity system. No objections
Decisions:

10/01991/FUL 
Fairfield House, Writtle Road


Granted
10/01401/FUL

Little Tressels Farm, Margaretting Tye
Granted

10/01954/FUL

Ivy Hill Hotel, Writtle Road


Granted
11/00077/FUL

Woodview, Roman Road


Granted

130  Correspondence

a.  Essex County Council – Mid Essex Area Forum – P Savill to read

b.  Making The Links/ February 2011 – T Boem to read

c.  Audit Commission – Notification that Wayne Rickard and Jackie Bellard are the appointed auditors for Margaretting.

d.  CBC – Gerry Richardson (Emergency Planning Officer).  It was agreed that he would be invited to give a presentation after the elections.

e.  Essex County Council – Highways and Transportation Update.  Clerk to file.

f.  Essex County Council – Wendy Jackson (Senior Transport Liaison Officer).  Notification that the Saturday park and ride scheme would continue for another 3 – 6 months.

g.  EALC County Update – Clerk to pass onto J Currie.

h.  Enforcement Notice – 215 notice had been served upon Whitewebbs Cottage.  The file on Keepers Cottage had been closed.

131.  Any Other Business

a.  N Marshall to contact Andy Conway and confirm that the parish council would like the verge in the playing field grassed over.
b.  I Grundy explained that CBC was taking over parking and signage from Highways.

c. Pedestrian Island – P Savill to contact Highways for a start date.

d.  P Savill to contact the new owner of The Spread Eagle to find out what his plans for the site are.

e.  H Blurton gave his apologies for the next meeting.

f.  M Scott had completed the entry for The Best Kept Village competition.
There being no other business the meeting closed at 9.58 p.m.

Next meeting Thursday 14th April at 7.30 p.m.
