A meeting of Margaretting Parish Council took place at the Village Hall, Wantz Road on Thursday 11th March 2010 at 7.30 p.m.

Present: T Boem, H Blurton, W Cant, J Currie, N Marshall, P Savill (Chairman), M Scott and K Young. In attendance Cllr I Grundy.

120 Apologies for absence

A Smith

121 Declarations of Interest

There were no Declarations of Interest.

122 Minutes

The minutes of the meeting held on 11th February 2010 were agreed and signed as a true and correct record after the following amendments were made:


Minute 117 Correspondence should read minute 118


Minute 118 Any Other Business should read minute 119
123 Matters Arising
a. Traffic Schemes – In hand.

b. Telephone Box – H Blurton reported that the value of the telephone box was £3,000.
M Scott confirmed that the PC had registered an interest in it.  Clerk to contact the insurance company for a quote.

c. Office Space – H Blurton reported that the Village Hall Committee had agreed in principle to the office space but wanted the storage area that was to be replaced with a toilet to be relocated elsewhere.  He suggested this could be done by increasing the size of the plan to incorporate the toilet or to supply a shed for storage use.  M Scott thought there was room in the chair store, which could be sectioned off and used as a lockable cupboard.  It was agreed that this be an Agenda Item for the April meeting.  H Blurton and M Scott to meet on site to measure the storage area and see if it can be incorporated elsewhere.
d. Gypsy & Traveller Plan – P Savill had read the document and reported that two sites in the area (Stock Road and Roman Triangle) were both going to be official authorized sites.  J Currie to read document.

124 Village Sites

(i) Schedule of Repairs:  H Blurton reported that the only local company on the War Memorial site list was Bakers of Danbury, he had arranged for Adrian Wall to give a quote.  He had written to English Heritage and The War Memorial Trust for help with finding another quote.  M Scott reported that he had updated the war memorial information to the War Memorial Trust.  H Blurton now had the third quote to do the other village jobs; these were to be discussed at the April meeting.
(ii) Protection of Grass Verges:  P Savill outlined Louise Lockwood’s (Highways) detailed reply concerning verge damage.  P Savill reported that she felt she had gone as far as she could with this item.  I Grundy to check up on the byelaws and the report of the 24th May 2006 mentioned in Ms Lockwood’s letter.  P Savill to pass a copy of the response onto the police.  T Boem to give a copy to the residents concerned about the verges in Roman Road.
(iii) Pond: T Boem reported that he was waiting to hear when the drums were to be moved and if the area was still being tested for contamination.  The vegetation that needed cutting back was in hand.
(iv) Trees: Three people showed an interest to help T Boem plant the trees at the allotments on Saturday 20th March.  T Boem reported that he had written to the Village Hall committee about planting a tree as a tribute to Arthur Radley’s time as tree warden and that they had fully supported and agreed the area where it was to be planted.  T Boem to ask A Radley when he would be available for the planting ceremony.  M Scott to contact H Taylor for help with the wording on the plaque.
125  Maldon Road Recreation Field

(i)  Allotments:  Clerk to copy 20 copies of the rules and conditions for the allotments and return to K Young for distribution.

(ii) Leylandii Trees:  P Savill had telephoned Chelmer Housing who confirmed it is the tenant’s responsibility to maintain the trees; however, she had left a message requesting that one of the Chelmer Housing estate rangers look at the trees and was waiting for him to contact her.  I Grundy offered to help.

126  Accounts

Authority was given for payment of the following



C Kochan
£ 473.75



T Boem
£ 221.00



C Hasler
£   10.00

127 Planning

Applications:

10/00304/FUL

Umtali, Maldon Road

No Objections

Part two storey, part first floor side extension and alterations to roof to form first floor accommodation with dormer windows to side and rear.
10/00296/FUL

55 Maldon Road

No Objections

Rear Conservatory

H Blurton reported that the whole area at the top of Parsonage Lane had had TPOs placed on it.

Little Tressels Farm, The Tye:  H Blurton reported concerns expressed by residents of The Tye, he had advised that they write to the planning department.  Clerk to write on behalf of the parish council.
Keepers Cottage, Ivy Barn Lane:  Clerk to write to planning concerning the business being run from these premises, (RJB) Ivy Barn Lane.

Four Oaks, Ivy Barn Lane:  H Blurton reported that S Upton had been in contact about the length of time it is taking to solve this dispute.  H Blurton explained there was nothing the parish council could do to speed things up, the borough council has to go through the procedure which takes time.  It was agreed to write for an update for the May meeting.
Triangle of Land, Wantz Road:  P Savill reported the Land Registry’s decision to give the owners of The Oaks ‘possessory title’ for this piece of land.
Whitewebbs, Main Road:  H Blurton to write and find out when the period to remove the containers at Whitewebbs has to be adhered to.

128  Correspondence

(a)  EALC – County Update No 74 – H Blurton  to read.

(b)  EALC – Briefing Report – Audit & Risk Assessment – to be circulated.
(c)  Essex County Council – Developers Guide to Infrastructure Contributions
       – H Blurton to read.

(d)  The Playing Fields Association Newsletter Winter 2010 - P Savill to read.

(e)  Making The Links – March 2010 – T Boem to read.

(f)  Best Kept Village Competition – RCCE – M Scott to fill out and return.
      Best Kept Churchyard passed onto J Currie.

(g)  Parishes Event 12th April – No one able to attend.

(h)  CBC questionnaire – How to help improve planning and development management
       –  H Blurton had already returned.

(i)  Wayland Building Contractors – Introductory letter - H Blurton to file.

(j)  Notification of Ivy Hill Bridge closure dates for repairs.

(k) Essex County Council – letter outlining drain damage in Writtle Road.
(l)  Essex County Council - notification of Ecumenical Civic Service on 28th April.

129  Any Other Business

a. Church Lane - J Currie reported the Church Lane sign had been replaced.

b. Maldon Road - Clerk to re-report the broken drain cover Road by the railway bridge.
There being no other business the meeting closed at 8.57 p.m.

Next meeting Thursday 8th April 2010 at 7.30 p.m.
