A meeting of Margaretting Parish Council took place at the Village Hall, Wantz Road on Thursday

8th July 2010 at 7.30 p.m.

Present: H Blurton, T Boem, N Marshall, P Savill (Chairman), M Scott, A Smith and K Young

In attendance Cllr Iain Grundy and two members of the public

30 Apologies for absence

Apologies were received from W Cant and J Currie

31 Declarations of Interest

There were no Declarations of Interest

32 Democratic Time
a. W Henderson reported the train horns were sounding before 7am and after 11pm;  N Marshall confirmed this.  P Savill to contact Network Rail.
b. Mrs A Smith thanked the parish council for noting her previous comments.  She asked whether there was a choice of signs to choose from if the speed limit in Maldon Road is extended.          P Savill didn’t know the policy and confirmed the data for the speed limit review of local roads was still being collected by ECC Highways.  P. Savill to check current status of review.
c. Whitesbridge – P Savill to follow up the request for the vegetation to be cut back and walk boards repaired.  (See minute 37.)
33. Minutes

The minutes of the meeting dated 10th June 2010 were agreed and signed as a true and correct record.

34. Matters Arising

a. Dog Bin opposite school – clerk reported the bin had been arranged with CBC and was due to be installed this month.
b. Bulb planting on the island at the Swan Lane junction – the ground in this area was very rough;  H Blurton reported that he had already planted the area before.  It was agreed to ask Helen Boem for some suggestions.
c. Office Space – area to be measured for September meeting.  It was agreed that at least two filing cabinets were needed.  AGENDA ITEM.
d. Keepers Cottage – clerk reported that Neil Carter was the case officer and would send a report within 28 days.

e. Whitewebbs Cottage – P Savill reported on the Enforcement Notice.

35. Accounts

Authority was given for payment of the following



M D Landscapes       £517.00



RCCE Subs               £  55.00



Playsafety Ltd           £ 88.13

P Savill reported that the accounts were in a healthy position.

36 Village Sites

(i) Repairs and Maintenance.  H Blurton reported that work was to start soon.

(ii) War Memorial.  H Blurton reported on Bakers of Danbury’s’ quote.  To replace with flagstone £7147.53.  To replace with crazy paving £5984.28.  It was agreed H Blurton accept F J French quote and request a method statement.  H Blurton & M Scott to fill out grant application and submit.
(iii) Protection of Grass Verges.  P Savill reported on recent emails requesting Highways replace the missing bollards at Ottley Place; one got knocked down and the others had been taken away.  There was only one letter of support for bollards in Maldon Road; P Savill suggested that perhaps as no one seems to be parking on this particular verge anymore it should be reseeded.  Clerk &T Boem to get quotes to make good the verge and to reseed in the autumn.
(iv) Village Pond & Trees.  T Boem reported that Ecologia thought that there was still an oil seepage into the pond.  He also reminded the parish council that a working party to tidy the pond in the autumn had to be arranged.  It was agreed to organize this at the September meeting.

T Boem reported that the cherry tree in Maldon Road had died; A Nixon had suggested planting a robinia tree in its place in memory of her son.  Lynn Cameron had been notified and agreed to see if this can be arranged through CBC.  B Chapman had also requested to have a bench in memory of her husband bought for the village with money raised at the Black Bull; T Boem to look for a possible site - maybe in the Black Bull garden.
37 Whitesbridge

P Savill reported that she had filled in a Heritage Lottery Fund pre-application grant form, response should take ten days.  She had also informed ECC Highways of the parish council’s discussions about devising a scheme to have the walk boards and the verges leading to the bridge made into a focal point as you approach Margaretting.  P Savill to follow up contact with Highways and organize an on site meeting.
38 Maldon Road Recreation Ground

(i) Allotments.  B Chapman was concerned about the hedge between allotment number 1 and the redundant sewage works.  K Young to speak to the owners about cutting it back.  H Blurton advised that as long as the owners are notified the parish council can cut the hedge back and put the debris over the fence.  T Boem to have a look at the hedge.

(ii) Play Area.  P Savill reported the area was looking good.  She had cut back quite a few brambles and there had still been some dog poo.  There had been no response from Chelmer Housing about the row of conifers and was to re contact them.  T Boem to look at a couple of dying trees and if dangerous it was agreed they should come down.  P Savill to ask M D Landscapes to strim around the goal posts.  A section of the youth shelter seating needed touching up with paint.
39 Pennys Lane – Proposed Traffic Regulation Orders
ECC has approved a Traffic Regulation Order for the existing ‘School Keep Clear’ road markings and provision of junction protection to deter inappropriate and hazardous parking.  The clerk reported that the proposal will be published in the Essex Chronicle on Thursday 24th June.  Clerk to look up the e mail.  

40 Planning

There were no applications.

The following decisions were reported;

Wells Farm 10/00753/FUL      Approved

Fairfield House                        Application Withdrawn

Little Tressels Farm.  H Blurton reported that work to the house had been approved.  The new structures are subject to an enforcement notice and the remaining outbuildings have to have an explanation as to what they are going to be used for.
41 Correspondence

A  Oyster Magazine Issue 27 Summer 2010 (RCCE).  T Boem to read.

B  Essex County Council – The responsibility of bus passes is to change from the borough to county council as from 1st April 2011.  Consultation period 1st July – 30th September 2010.  P Savill to write a piece in the monthly newsletter.

C  Minutes from the Mid Essex Area Forum (24th June).  P Savill to read.

D  Chelmsford Council for Voluntary Service Update.  P Savill to read.

E  EALC County Update No 78.  Clerk to pass onto J Currie

F  RCCE Annual Review 2009/2010 (including financial statement).  M Scott to read.
G  CBC Submission of North Chelmsford Area Action Plan.  H Blurton to read.

42 Any Other Business

a. Clerk to report car debris following accident left on brow of the hill in Main Road for clearance.

b. Clerk to report various pot holes to Highways for repair.

c. Hedging needed cutting back in Main Road.  I Grundy & P Savill to contact Highways.
d. P Savill outlined the email from Suzie Wood about the siting of the traffic island.  P Savill confirmed she had already responded explaining a safety audit would be carried out first.

There being no other business the meeting closed at 8.48 p.m.

Next meeting Thursday 9th September 7.30 p.m. at The Village Hall
