A meeting of Margaretting Parish Council took place at The Village Hall, Wantz Road on Thursday 13th January 2011 at 7.30 p.m.

Present:  H Blurton, T Boem, W Cant, J Currie, N Marshall, P Savill (Chairman), M Scott and K Young.

In attendance:  Cllr Iain Grundy, PCSO K Fleming and one member of the public.
91.  Apologies for absence
Apologies were received from A Smith.

92.  Declarations of Interest

There were no Declarations of Interest.

93.  Democratic Time

a.  Police Report – PCSO K Fleming gave a report of incidents that had taken place around the village since November last year.  She was to try get The Neighbourhood Watch restarted and also write a piece for the Village Newsletter.

b.  W Henderson spoke about the height restriction on the railway bridge in Maldon Road.
P Savill reported Highways were to install new notices and she would follow it up.
c.  W Henderson to have a look at the gully at the top of the hill by Tandridge where the water is running down the road.

94.  Minutes

The minutes of the meeting dated 9th December 2010 were agreed and signed as a true and correct record.
95.  Matters Arising

a.  Best Kept Village results.  M Scott was pleased to report that Margaretting came 4th in their category which was excellent.

96.  Accounts

P Savill outlined the accounts and balances.  Authority was given for payment of the following:
Chelmsford Borough Council - £601.95 (Supply and installation of two dog poo bins)
97  Village Sites
(i)  Repairs and Maintenance:  H Blurton reported the quote for the notice board at The Tye of £125.00.  However, he was to have another look to see if the old wooden post supporting the notice board could be replaced with a metal post.
(ii) Bus Shelter - No progression

(iii) War Memorial:  The work has to be carried out this year for grant reasons.  H Blurton and M Scott to meet FJF to arrange a start date after 1st April.
(iv) Pond and Trees:  A Radley's tree – date for planting to be arranged at the February meeting.  H Blurton to organize the plaque.  N Marshall suggested putting a ring of stone around the base of the tree so it wouldn’t get damaged by the lawnmower.  J Currrie to ask Brian Smith about a collar for the base of the tree.

J Currie reported he was to cut down a diseased oak tree in the churchyard.  T Boem and M Scott to check on other trees for disease that were planted in the village at the same time.

98.  Whitesbridge

P Savill reported that The Environment Agency plan to start clearing the river Wid within the next few weeks.  Highways have not contacted her concerning repairs to the walkboards.
P Savill to follow up repairs.

99.  Maldon Road Recreation Field

a.  Allotments.  There were no problems to report.
b.  Play Area. P Savill reported that there were no problems.
H Blurton to order the dog warning notice for the gate.  T Boem to organize a working party to cut down a dead tree and cut back the bottom branches of the leylandii trees.

100. Village Gateway

T Boem outlined the prices:

3 metre 3 bar fence/ 2 metre the other side of road - £500 plus vat.  To be painted would cost £50 and to be galvanized and painted would cost £300.

2 metre box would cost £480 plus vat.  To be painted would cost £50 and to be painted and galvanized would cost £340.  The green hedging to be used would cost approx £100.
T Boem to get a quote for the same in wood.  J Currie to get a quote from Brian Smith.

101.  Parish Council Office

H Blurton explained that he had officially told the village hall committee that the Parish Council was applying for outline planning permission.  He was to ask A Radley for a plan of the village hall as he was looking for a way to make an entrance into the foyer.  At present the village hall were looking to upgrade the men’s toilets.

102.  Planning
10/01991/FUL

Fairfield House

PC Object
Variation of Condition 7 (to allow permitted development rights for outbuildings) and removal of Condition 8 (to remove words ‘and no outbuildings’ shall be erected within the residential cartilage of the property) of planning permission 10/01546/FUL.

10/011890/FUL
Langdons


No objections

Single storey rear extension

102.  Correspondence
a. Confirmation that the Village Agents Service is to continue

b. Poster for Notice Board re; Consultation on Essex Local Transport Plan.

c. Essex County Council revised mobile library times to be displayed on Notice Board

d. E mail from James Stubbs CBC explaining that the department intended to produce on a monthly basis notification of enforcement cases within the village that are being dealt with.

e. Clerk and Chairman were unable to attend CBC new Customer Services Department.

f. Chelmsford CVS Outreach Opportunity – Peter Brooks – to be passed onto R Savill.

103.  Any Other Business
a. N Marshall to report pot holes in Maldon Road.

b. I Grundy confirmed there were no plans for a Park and Ride in Margaretting

c. Elections – A piece to go into the Newsletter

d. It was confirmed that The Spread Eagle had been sold.

e. Clerk to order a new bin and lock to replace the old one at the pond.

f. P Savill confirmed that there was no update to closure of footpath 21 - possibly due to financial restraints on improvements to A12.
g. May Parish Assembly – Agenda Item next meeting.

There being no other business the meeting closed at 8.59

Next meeting Thursday 10th February 2011 at 7.30 p.m.
