A meeting of Margaretting Parish Council took place at The Village Hall, Wantz Road on Thursday 14th January 2010 at 7.30 p.m.

Present: H Blurton, T Boem, W Cant, J Currie, N Marshall, P Savill (Chairman), M Scott,
A Smith and K Young.         In attendance Cllr I Grundy and one member of the public.

99 Declarations of Interest
There were no declarations of interest.

100 Democratic Time

J Shedley asked about the installation of mirrors on the highway. H Blurton explained that Highways do not install them. It could therefore not be taken forward.

H Blurton explained that the missing sign on the finger post at Swan Lane had been reported.

101 Minutes

The minutes of the meeting held on 10th December 2009 were agreed and signed as a true and correct record.

102 Matters Arising

a  Traffic Schemes  In hand. Waiting to find out if the bid for CIF (Community Initiative Funding) has been accepted.
b Telephone Box  H Blurton explained that the cost to cover the telephone box would be £13 for every £1000 that it is valued at. H Blurton to contact Rick Thompson (B.T) for a valuation.

c  Saddlery Roundabout  P Savill reported that she had been in touch with Highways who rejected the idea of re marking out the area approaching the roundabout.

103  Village Sites

(i) Schedule of Repairs: H Blurton explained that quotes for the war memorial were still proving difficult because to apply for the grant the builder has to supply a code of practice and method statement with their quotation. M Scott to contact the War Memorial association for advice.
(ii) Protection of Grass Verges: Carried forward to February meeting.

(iii) Pond: Nothing to report. T Boem had spoken to some children who were playing on the ice.

(iv) Trees: T Boem reported that a grant of £235 had been applied for to cover the cost of extending the copse and to fill in the gap at the far end of the allotment.  £176 had been granted. It was agreed that the £59 difference would be met by the parish council. T Boem to accept offer and return the form to CBC. P Savill reported the trees that had been felled in Parsonage Lane, Lynn Cameron (Tree Officer) had been notified.

104  Maldon Road Recreation Field

(i)   Allotments: P Savill outlined the cost for an allotment in Chelmsford (£12.20 + £10 for water).  After discussion it was agreed to increase the rent for our allotments in 2011 to £7.50.  Any surplus money would be ploughed back for maintaining the hedge/fencing.  W Cant and K Young to liaise with fellow allotmenteers. M Scott suggested they form a society. P Savill and Clerk to draft a letter for allotment holders explaining the £5 rent for 2010 and the planned increase for 2011.
(ii) Playing Field: P Savill reported that the bins were being used and were full. N Marshall to help P Savill inspect the play area on alternate weeks.
105 Accounts

P Savill reported on the balances in the bank and the expenditure.

106 Planning

(i) Applications

The following were reported for comments:

09/01829/FUL – Bishops Court, Roman Road

Single storey rear extension
PC comments : Subject to previous comments
(ii) Decisions
09/01567/OUT – Land south of Martins Farm, The Tye
Construction of 2no detached dwellings (outline application – all matters reserved)

Refused planning permission

09/01309/OUT – Spread Eagle, Roman Road

Outline application for 2 semi-detached properties to replace the Spread Eagle public house (4 units in total)

Application Withdrawn

09/01304/LBC – Spread Eagle, Roman Road

Demolition of Listed Building

Grant Planning Permission

H Blurton reported that the PC was notified that The Oaks were going to appeal for change of use, but it had been dropped so the enforcement officer is to proceed.

H Blurton to follow up Four Oaks.

107 Correspondence

a. Chelmsford Council for Voluntary Service Update – Winter 2009 – J Currie to read.

b. Brentwood Borough Local Development Framework – (Gypsy & Traveller Plan Document) – to be circulated for all to read.

c. Clerks & Councils Direct – Jan 2010 – including an article on Village Greens – P Savill to photocopy for all to read.

d. Clerks & Councils Direct – Suppliers Guide – H Blurton to file
108  Any Other Business

a. Clerk thanked P Savill for doing the minutes at the December meeting

b. Councillors were urged to report any pot holes as soon as they appear. Clerk to re-report the gulley drain in Maldon Road by the bridge.

c. Clerk reported that she had reported the Church Lane sign (knocked down)

d. W Cant reported on team of Special Constables who would be visiting the village.

e. I Grundy reported that there had been several burglaries in Stock.

f. Clerk to report pothole by Whitesbridge on the Tye side of bridge.

g. H Blurton to bring the office space up at the Village Hall meeting.
There being no other business the meeting closed at 8.21 p.m.

Next meeting Thursday 11th February 2010 at 7.30 p.m.
