A meeting of Margaretting Parish Council took place at The Village Hall, Wantz Road on Thursday 10th February 2011 at 7.30 p.m.

Present:  H Blurton, T Boem, W Cant, J Currie, N Marshall, P Savill (Chairman), M Scott and 
K Young.

In attendance:  Two members of the public.

104. Apologies for absence

Apologies were received from Cllr I Grundy and A Smith

105 Declarations of Interest

There were no Declarations of Interest.

106 Democratic Time

a.  Mr. Ashdown spoke about his concerns with the grass length around lamp posts and bollards along the main road which looked untidy;  he was also concerned that when the new gateways go up they would look untidy if they were not kept strimmed.  P Savill to contact the gangmower and request a quotation for strimming and spraying the posts.
b.  Mr Ashdown raised his concerns with the footpaths along the main road which were becoming overgrown and narrower.  P Savill to make some enquiries to Essex County Council.  Clerk to include it in CBC’s NEAT Keep Britain Tidy request form.
107. Minutes
The minutes of the meeting dated 13th January 2011 were agreed and signed as a true and correct record.

108. Matters Arising

a. Height Restriction/Maldon Road – P Savill reported that she was waiting for a response from her e mail sent to the new Customer Services Department.

b. J Currie reported that the water was still running down the road by Nuns Crossing.  It was reported that W Henderson was unable to clear.

c. Pot Holes – N Marshall had reported the potholes between Tandridge and Nuns Crossing.

109. Accounts

P Savill outlined the accounts and balances.  There was no expenditure.

Clerk to find out why there have been no wayleave payments this year.

110. Village Sites

(i)  Repairs and Maintenance:  H Blurton outlined the cost for a notice board at The Tye with a metal post which was £75.00 plus vat, this was agreed.  H Blurton to organize.

(ii) War Memorial:  H Bluton reported that he had unsuccessfully been trying to contact FJF.  CBC had sent provisionally an award of £500 which was to be confirmed at the end of February.
(iii) Bus Shelters:  H Blurton outlined various costings from the quotes he had received.  M Scott proposed that the parish council go forward with the Littlethorn shelter and use Perspex around the bottom to stop the draught.  H Blurton to check on the grant and speak to Littlethorn regarding the base.

(iv) Grass Verges:  Clerk to contact A Gibbons regarding making good the Maldon Road verge and re seeding

(v) Trees and Pond:  T Boem reported that a dangerous tree at the pond had been looked at and he had permission for it to come down.  T Boem to get three quotes. 
T Boem reported that he had checked the Millennium Tree which seemed fine.  J Currie had checked trees in the Churchyard and T Boem had checked trees at The Tye.  T Boem to speak to L Cameron for her comments.

T Boem reported that in December’s edition of ‘Making the Links’ there was an article on services from ECC Health & Safety who would be prepared to do a survey on the trees in the village.  T Boem to find out if this was a free service and to speak to L Cameron about it.
The suggested wording for the plaque for Arthur Radley’s tree was agreed.  H Blurton to get some costings for the plaque.  It was agreed that the 26th March was a good date to plant the tree.  T Boem to check the date with A Radley.
111. Whitesbridge

M Scott showed some photos of Whitesbridge before and after the bridge and banks were cleared.  P Savill reported that she had chased up the repairs of the coping stones but was waiting for a response.  The Environment Agency had said that the underneath of the bridge was sound and good.

112. Maldon Road Recreation Field

a. Allotments – There were no problems to report.  P Savill suggested having an allotment notice board.
H Blurton to find out how much one would cost.
b. Playing Field – P Savill reported there were no problems and the area was tidy.

113. Village Gateways

T Boem outlined some different prices for different types of gateways.  It was agreed that T Boem, M Scott and H Blurton would meet on site and produce an artist’s impression and a design.  They could then get three quotes for the gateway to be produced in wood and metal.

114. Parish Council Office

Nothing to report.

115  Parish Assembly

Clerk to book Village Hall or Chelmer Room for Tuesday 3rd May.  Meeting to start at 8.00 p.m.

116 Planning
The following application was received:
 
11/00077/FUL- Woodview, Main Road.

Single storey side extension and replacement double garage.

PC Comments:  

The following decisions were reported:



10/01890/FUL – Langdons, Maldon Road.




Single storey rear extension.




Grant Planning Permission




10/01837/FUL – Land adjacent to Broadoaks, Maldon Road.



New 3 bed detached bungalow.




Grant Planning Permission – unilateral undertaking.




10/0165/FUL – Chywoone, Maldon Road.




Single storey rear extension.




Grant Planning Permission

117  Correspondence

1.
CBC NEAT ‘Keep Britain Tidy’  Clerk to return form.

2.   EALC County Update – J Currie to read.

3.   The Playing Fields Newsletter – N Marshall to read

4.   Making the Links – T Boem to read.

5.   Clerks & Councils Direct No 73 – P Savill to read.

6.   Notification of Library time changes – to go onto notice board

7.   E Mail from Dan Taylor a new resident to the village who was keen to be involved.  P Savill to follow up and invite him to a parish council meeting.

118.  Any Other Business

a.  Weight Restriction in Maldon Road – P Savill reported this item to Highways who have forwarded it to Trading Standards.

b.  Cycle Lanes – P Savill to invite Rosemary Wilkins (Cycling Officer) to the March meeting.
c.  Village Spring Clean –Saturday, 12 March at 10.30am.
There being no other business the meeting closed at 9.17 p.m.

Next meeting Thursday 10th March at 7.30 p.m.
