A meeting of Margaretting Parish Council took place at the Village Hall, Wantz Road on Thursday 8th April 2010 at 7.30 p.m.

Present:  H Blurton, W Cant, J Currie, N Marshall, P Savill (Chairman) M Scott, A Smith and K Young.  In attendance Cllr I Grundy and two members of the public.

129  Apologies for absence

T Boem

130  Declarations of Interest

P Savill declared an interest in item 10, as she was a member of the Margaretting WI.
131  Democratic Time

a. W Henderson asked for the drain/cover by Whitesbridge to be reported.  Clerk to report.

b.  The broken drain cover by the railway bridge in Maldon Road has been reported twice, reference: (WEB15611 & WEB24150)  Clerk to re report.
c. F McMahon reported the poor condition of the verge outside The Barns House. 

P Savill confirmed that the verges have already been reported to Essex County Council and an officer should be patrolling.  I Grundy to bring the matter up with Highways.

132.  Minutes

The minutes of the meeting held on 11th March 2010 were agreed and signed as a true and correct record.

133  Matters Arising
a.  Traffic Schemes – I Grundy reported that there was to be a meeting next week.

b.  Telephone Box – The Clerk reported that the cost to cover the box to the value of £3,000 would be £43 per annum.

c.  Gypsy & Traveller Plan – J Currie had read the document and suggested it be circulated.

d.  Best Kept Village Competition – M Scott had completed and returned.

e.  Arthur Radley’s Plaque – M Scott read out the suggested wording for the plaque.
P. Savill to confirm dates of Arthur Radley’s term of office as tree warden.

134.  Accounts

P Savill presented the end of year accounts.  She explained income, expenditure and reserved money for the year end.  It was agreed M Scott approach the village hall committee and ask for 75% of the cost of the Broadband.  P. Savill to provide Broadband expenditure details.
Authority was given for payment of the following;

        M D Landscapes             £ 215.04

        EALC (Subs)                  £ 205.26

Clerk reported that a grant of £176.25 had been paid into the bank for the trees at the allotments
135.  Village Sites

(i)  Schedule of Repairs: H Blurton outlined the following quotes






Lowest

Highest


Village Sign


£352.50
£425.00


Notice Board


£205.63
£325.00


Milestones


£305.50
£445.00


Posts around memorial
£293.75
£330.00

W Cant proposed that the PC accept the lowest quotes, seconded by H Blurton.  It was agreed that the work to the notice board and milestones be carried out in July and work to the posts around the War Memorial be postponed until work on the War Memorial has be completed.  It was agreed also that work on the village sign be started as soon as possible H Blurton to organize. 
(ii)  Pond – It was reported that the ducks were back on the pond.  There was no further report as T Boem had sent his apologies.

(iii)  Trees – P Savill reported that six trees were planted at the far end of the allotments, the hedge looks very good since being cut back and all the nettles around the perimeter had been cleared.

(iv)   War Memorial – H Blurton read the quote and summary of works as supplied by Bakers of Danbury which amounted to £3516.78 inc vat.  He reported that he was awaiting a quote from F J French Ltd and was to get a third quote for comparison.
H Blurton & M Scott to work together and apply for a grant when all the quotes are in. The PC has agreed to accept the lowest quote.
136.  Maldon Road Recreation Field

(i)  Allotments: K Young reported that the padlock on the main entrance gate was broken. H Blurton to look at and replace.  It was agreed that W Cant and K Young would be key holders.

(ii)  Play Area: P Savill reported that the shelter area had had a lot of dog mess around it which she had cleared up and removed, otherwise there were no problems.

137.  Village Hall Office Space

It was agreed to defer this item to the May meeting. Agenda Item.
138.  Woodland Garden Project – W.I

P Savill outlined the project for the grassed area running along the Black Bull’s boundary fence in Orton Close.  CHP had already agreed to make a donation and Chelmsford Borough Council were also to consider allocating some funds towards costs.  It was agreed that the Parish Council would make a donation of up to £100.
139.  Planning

Applications:

10/00367/FUL

Park Lodge Bungalow, Writtle Road

Single storey side extension, part single, part two storey rear extension & alterations to existing two storey rear flat roof to pitched roof. Front porch extension, installation of bay window to front and new detached double garage/cart lodge     No Objections

Decisions:

10/00196/FUL

Bishopscourt, Main Road

Single storey side extension to create new private chapel and reception area  Granted

140.  Chelmsford Parish & Town Council’s Charter
This was the first part of the draft.  M Scott read through the roles and commitments of the Parish Council.  Clerk to respond, with PC’s agreement
141.  Correspondence

a. Department of Transport – copy of the order of section 247 stopping up of highway at Elm Cottage – H Blurton to file.

b. CBC – Election Posters for notice board.

c. Oyster Issue 26 Spring 2010 (RCCE Magazine)  P Savill to read.
d. EALC County Update No 75 March 2010 – J Currie to read

e. Making the Links April 2010 – Clerk to pass onto T Boem.

f.  Glasdon leaflets on products – Clerk to file

g.  Cycling Framework for Essex 2010 – 2015 – N Marshall to read.

h.  Parish Sports & Play Programme CBC. Clerk to respond, not enough interest.

142.  Any Other Business

a.  M Scott reported that following the village spring clean it had become apparent that a dog bin was needed at the bottom of the hill (location to be determined and identified by K Young) H Blurton also suggested that one is needed at the tye. Clerk to contact CBC.

b.  M Scott spoke about the village gateway being a symbol of the boarder of the village; he requested that it be an Agenda Item in May.

c.  H Blurton reported that the finger post at the Maldon Road/Swan Lane junction had been re reported. There was to be a delay as they are only ordered twice a year.
d.  H Blurton reported that May 26th would be the next meeting at the council chambers.

e.  P Savill reported that some 351 buses had been cut out and the service had been poor.

f.  P Savill reported that on three occasions intruders had gained access to the Spread Eagle. The Police had been informed.

g.  Hopes bridge had been repaired to a good standard. Clerk to re report Whitesbridge that had been hit several times.

There being no other business the meeting closed at 9.03 p.m.

Next meeting the AGM followed by the Parish Council meeting would be on Thursday 13th May 2010 at 7.30 p.m.
