A meeting of Margaretting Parish Council took place at The Village Hall, Wantz Road on Thursday 12th March 2009 at 7.30 p.m.

Present; H Blurton, T Boem, W Cant, J Currie, P Savill (Chairman), M Scott.

              In attendance; Cllr I Grundy

114 Apologies for absence were received from N Marshall and A Smith.

115 Democratic Time

Chelmsford Flood Alleviation Scheme - Environment Agency   J Currie declared a personal interest in the scheme.  P Savill reported the project manager (Sadia  Moeed) had contacted her about attending a Parish Council meeting to give a presentation on the scheme. Ms Moeed had confirmed there would be a separate consultation for the public to attend.

P Savill to confirm the date and time for a public consultation to be held in the village hall and to invite Ms Moeed to April’s meeting.  The clerk was to receive another copy of the consultation document.
116 Minutes

The minutes of the meeting held on 12/02/2009 were agreed and signed as a true and correct record.

117 Matters Arising

(a) Vicky Duff Literature – Still being circulated.
(b) Neighbourhood Watch – P Savill reported that a piece was going into the monthly newsletter asking for volunteers to help restart the Margaretting Watch.

(c) Voluntary First Registration of Title – Agenda item – May meeting.

(d) Freedom of Information Act – P Savill to e mail M Scott a copy so that the website can be updated.

118 Co-Option Vacancy
There had been no response to the newsletter or the notice on the notice board.  Several names were suggested.  It was agreed that this would be an Agenda Item in May.
119 Whistle Board/Footpath 21
Essex County Council  has advised there may be an opportunity to solve this ongoing issue through the A12 enquiry which includes recommendations for the stopping up and/or diversion of public rights of way that end up on the A12.  P Savill to contact Essex County Council in April for further information.
120 Village Sites

(a) Bollards (Main Road)  H Blurton reported that they were being put in before the end of the month; reflectors were being put on the bollards. H Blurton to ask the contractors for a quote to topsoil and grass seed over the area afterwards. P Savill to contact The Saddlery and ask if they would be willing to grass the area over.

(b) War Memorial  H Blurton reported that most of the Yorkstone can be turned over and cleaned up.  He was to obtain two more quotes so that the grant can be applied for. J Currie had some spare Yorkstone slabs if needed.  P Savill had been approached by a parishioner who wanted to do something as a memorial for her husband.  After a discussion it was agreed that planting a tree in his memory would be a more suitable idea.

(c) Bus Shelters & Bin  H Blurton reported that he had spoken to Adrian Summons (CBC) who had confirmed that grants of £4,350.00 were available; there were only two manufacturers that the PC could use.  He suggested applying for a £6,000 grant as the PC
would also have to contribute. It takes 6 – 8 months for the grant to be finalized.  H Blurton to complete and return the grant forms.  P Savill explained that the value placed on one of the bus shelters was too high.  It was agreed it should be insured with a replacement value of £10,000.  P Savill to contact Allianz Cornhill and have it altered.  The new bin was in place and Jim Westrip had quoted a price of £25.00 to install any more bins.

121 Village Pond and Trees

T Boem reported that there were two ducks and a drake on the pond. He was still waiting for the man from Essex County Council to get back to him regarding the identification of trees owned by the PC.   P Savill reported that Abacus were working on the willow tree on 21st April, they would make arrangements with the electricity company.

122 Village Furniture

M Scott had nothing to report but he had noticed that the seat opposite the school needed some attention.  H Blurton offered to strim the area and clean up the bench.  J Currie reported that he was replacing some of the wood on the village sign.

123 Maldon Road Playing Field

Allotments P Savill reported that there was one vacant allotment.

Hedge The allotment holders would like to have the hedge reduced and cut back. P Savill had asked the gangmower for a quote. J Currie offered to do it next year.  H Blurton suggested getting the allotment holders and some volunteers together and make it a village day. P Savill to speak to allotment holders.
Play Equipment P Savill reported that there had been some good feed back about the new play equipment.  The RoSPA annual safety inspection is to take place in May.  P Savill had also bagged up some of the vegetation that had been cleared from alongside the fence.
124 Accounts

Authority was given for payment of the following;


Clerks salary and expenses 

£473.75


M Scott (Norton Anti Virus)

£ 42.52

125 Planning
08/00244/FUL

Lay-By, A12


Notification of Appeal
Retrospective change of use of the land for stationing of a 20 foot container used for retail.

No objections

09/05513/CAT
Eweland Coach House
Tree work
No objections 

09/00232/FUL

Whites Bridge Farm
Continued use of farm buildings for storage use.
No objections
H Blurton reported that the computer was down but there two more applications in hand.   He also reported that Four Oaks appeal was to be heard on 6th April.

Decisions

08/02142/FUL

Park Lodge Cottage 

Demolition of outbuildings and erection of two storey side and rear extension.  Refused

Clerk to contact Planning Department as the PC had not been notified about work carried out at Little Styles Farm

126 Correspondence

1a Essex County Council – Mid Essex Area Forum – P Savill to read

1b EALC – Conference Day/22nd April – J Currie to read but not attend

2 Essex County Council – Highways questionnaire – P Savill to complete and return.

3 Audit Commission – Accounts had been signed off (2008)

4 EALC – County Update No 63 – J Currie to read

5 RCCE – Oyster Issue 23 – M Scott to read

6 EALC – Making the Links – T Boem to read

7 EALC – Minutes of the larger council forum – J Currie/A Smith to read

8 EALC – Clerks staffing bank – clerk to file

9 EALC – Minutes of finance meeting - J Currie to read
10 EALC Advice for clerks re; tax relief – Clerk to file

11 Timberline Brochure – Clerk to file

12 Essex on Tour – List of Venues and Performances – M Scott to look at

13 Allianz Cornhill – Copy of insurance cover with new play equipment included.
127 Any Other Business

a  V Festival 2009 - I Grundy outlined the places within the village where CBC were to stop ticket touts selling tickets for the V festival.

b CBC Parish Forum – H Blurton reported the next meeting was to be at the end of April or beginning of May.

c The Tye - Clerk to report the grass verge where the finger post is as it needs protecting.

d Whitesbridge -  M Scott reported that A Smith was trying to get the vegetation cleared.
e Millennium - Clerk to write to Jan Loudon and find out how book is coming along

f Electoral Roll - Clerk to copy for everyone

g Council Tax Bills – P Savill to put something in the newsletter to explain the percentage increase shown for the precept was due solely to the removal of the revenue support grants to the parishes and not to an increase in parish spending.

h  Best Kept Village Competition - M Scott had complete and submitted an application form.
i Parish Assembly – date set – Tuesday 5th May at 7.00 p.m. Clerk to invite village groups. 
There being no other business the meeting closed at 9.21 p.m.

Next meeting Thursday 9th April at 7.30 p.m.
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