A meeting of Margaretting Parish Council took place at The Village Hall, Wantz Road on
Thursday 14th July 2011 at 7.30 p.m.

Present; H Blurton, T Boem, W Cant, N Marshall, C Quilter, P Savill (Chairman), M Scott, 

A Smith, K Young.   In Attendance: Kay Flemming and colleague.

27 Apologies for absence 

Apologies were received from Cllr I Grundy

28 Declarations of Interest

A Smith, M Scott and C Quilter all declared an interest in planning application 11/01050/FUL
29  Democratic Time

PC Kay Flemming gave a report of incidents that had taken place around the village since 14th June. These included two burglaries, theft of a car and theft of a handbag from a car. It was also reported that there was a problem with dogs running across fields and not being kept under control. It was suggested that notices be put up by the landowner.

30  Minutes

The minutes of the meeting held on 9th June 2011 were agreed and signed as a true and correct record.

31  Matters Arising

a.  Telephone Kiosk:  P Savill reported that there had been a response from BT concerning repairs.  M Scott had forwarded some photographs showing where the repairs were needed.

b.  Bridleways:  M Scott reported that the Rights of Way officer, Rob Boult had looked at the bridleway (22); he had met the landowner and recommended that the barbed wire fencing be changed. The gates were narrow, but to be able to contain cattle they would remain, although the mechanism on the gate to open it would be raised for easy reach of horse riders. It was agreed to get some feedback from horse riders using the gates before responding further.  N Marshall

M Scott to request the broken fence posts are repaired on bridleway (43) and a further inspection of the area which seems to be sinking.

c.  Pedestrian Island:  P Savill to report the missing road marking.

32  Accounts

Authority was given for payment of the following:



M D Landscapes  
£1089.60


Lisnick


£ 468.00



RCCE (Subs)

£   55.00



A Gibbons

£    70.00



Playsafety

£    82.80

33.  Village Sites

(a)   Repairs & Maintenance

H Blurton reported that work on the bus shelter was due to commence end of July. Work at the pond had already been completed.
(b)  War Memorial

H Blurton reported that FJ French had gone into administration. He had therefore met with Mr Wood from Bakers of Danbury who had looked at the Method Statement. After contacting The War Memorial Trust, several things that the builder had advised were agreed by them. The revised quote was £5289 plus vat. On top of this there was an additional £100 for cleaning the stones, they would also try to restore the lettering. Water supply and portaloo were organized. It was agreed to proceed. H Blurton to action.  The paperwork for the Small Grant Scheme to be checked and brought to the next meeting. M Scott
(c)  Verge in Maldon Road

It was reported that the grass seed had not grown, possibly due to the dry weather, it was also reported that vehicles had been parking on the verge as well.

34.  Pond and Trees

(a)  Pond – T Boem reported that the tree surgeon would be removing the broken tree at the pond on 14th August. After a discussion it was agreed that T Boem obtain some prices for lime and chalk for the pond to try and kill the blanket weed and algae. A Smith to help with the prices.
(b) Trees – T Boem explained the ‘The Big Tree Plant’ scheme. Different areas around the village were suggested as possible sites as well as a small orchard at the allotments. P Savill to mention the scheme in the Newsletter. P Savill to contact Brian Smith concerning the metal ring for A Radley’s tree.

35  Maldon Road Recreation Ground

(a)  Allotments/Water Supply P Savill to respond to Essex & Suffolks enquiry concerning the water supply to the allotments to confirm that the tap was put in in 2008. The allotments were reported as in good order.

(b)  Play Area – P Savill reported on the recent playground inspection, three things were noted which didn’t require an action. H Blurton to take a seat from the teen shelter to Brian Smith and The Old Forge for a quote to get it galvanized.

36.  Village Projects

(i)  Village Gateways – In hand
(ii)  Parish Council  Office – H Blurton reported that there had been no objections to the application and a decision would be made at the beginning of August. It was agreed that H Blurton contact the same company that the village hall used to draw up a specification for the work.

(iii) Whitesbridge/Walkboards – P Savill reported the Bridge Engineer was going to put a list together of what needed doing and how much it would cost.  P Savill to contact him and ask about coping stones and traffic calming. A Smith spoke about putting kerbstones down.

37.  Village Website

M Scott explained that on the website he was currently looking at you can have a fixed front page and post blogs.  P Savill reported she had been in touch with Essexinfo as most parish councils use this site, she was waiting for them to get in touch with her. M Scott to carry on exploring other sites.

38.  Planning

11/00886/FUL

1 Ottley Place


No Objections
Single storey summerhouse in rear garden

11/01050/FUL

Whites Bridge Farm

No Objections

Change of use of farm building to provide retail area for agricultural supplies and county store.

39.  Correspondence

a. County Update No 90 – July 2011 – A Smith to read

b. Chelmsford Council for Voluntary Service – P Savill to read.

c.  RCCE Financial Statement for 31st March 2011

d. Oyster Issue 30/ Summer 2011 – T Boem to read.

40.  Any Other Business

a.  Shopper Bus – P Savill reported that a new service to Asda was starting on a Tuesday, 2 August.
b.  Travellers – Councillors were reminded to be vigilant as the Travellers in Basildon were soon to be evicted. 

There being no other business the meeting closed at 9.12 p.m.

Next meeting Thursday 8th September at 7.30 p.m.
