A meeting of Margaretting Parish Council took place at The Village Hall, Wantz Road on Thursday 9th July 2009 at 7.30 p.m.
Present: H Blurton,W Cant, J Currie, P Savill(Chairman), M Scott, A Smith, K Young

In attendance:  Cllr I Grundy, PSO Kay Flemming and one member of the public.

30 Apologies for absence were received from T Boem and N Marshall.

31 Democratic Time
PSO Kay Flemming reported that the way residents were parking in Parsonage Lane had been brought to her attention, she had visited the site.  She asked the Parish Council to confirm as to who should park where.  P Savill explained that the Parish Council does not promote or support parking on grass verges.  Reference was made to the Village Design Statement’s guidelines and to advice on parking regulations received from Essex County Council (Highways).  Kay Flemming was to go and visit the residents following the meeting.

32 Declarations of Interest

There were no declarations of interest.

33 Minutes

The minutes of the meeting held on 11/06/2009 were agreed and signed as a true and correct record.

34 Matters Arising
a. Voluntary First Registration of Title 

M Scott explained that he had looked at the forms and spoken to A Radley who estimated the registration cost would be £550 or £410 if done voluntarily.  P Savill explained that if a lower value for hall was given the cost would be cheaper.  H Taylor had concluded, after looking at the information required by the Land Registry, that registration would require instructing a solicitor.   He recommended that no one makes an application from the PC, as it’s not something that has to be done immediately.  All the documents that would be needed were with the solicitor Wortley, Redmaine and Kershaw.  P Savill proposed the PC do not apply for Registration of Title at present and to review it in another year.  This was agreed.
H Blurton to copy of the Village Hall’s Foundation Scheme sealed on 24 July 1969 for M. Scott and P Savill.

b. Carbon Footprints

P Savill reported that T Harper and the school children had designed a poster for the sale of their bags and written a thank you letter to send to the PC.  
c. Lap Dancing

I Grundy reported that the Licensing Officer (Peter Parkman) was speaking to the brewery.

35 Village Sites Repairs and Maintenance

M Scott had drawn up a priority list which he outlined.  High Priority was the War Memorial, the Village Sign next to the pond, the two bus shelters next to and opposite the Black Bull, two litter bins – corner of Wantz Road and next to Bus Shelter opposite Black Bull, the Notice Board at the crossroads and the seat next to the village pond.  Things pending were the Post Box outside the White Hart, the Litter Bin beside the Black Bull, two Mile Stones one outside Ivy Cottage the other next to Larmar and the Sign on the pond jetty which was cracked.  When money allows there was work to be done on the post box by The Old Bakery and at the seat by the village pond.  It was agreed that the Clerk order two replacement bins for the bus shelter and corner of Wantz Road and a liner for the bin at the Allotments.  J Currie suggested looking at the notice board when the new wording is ready in Sept/Oct.  It was agreed to repair the bus shelter as needed as a new one has already been agreed for next year.  H Blurton suggested drawing up a list and getting three quotes to carry out the work on the following:   refurbishment of the notice board at the crossroads, painting the two mentioned milestones and renovating the two rails on the seat next to the pond.  H Blurton reported that he had cleaned and straightened the plaque off of the village sign. 

M Scott to find out who is responsible for work to the post boxes.
36 Protection of Grass Verges

The problems with parking in Parsonage Lane and the regulations with parking on the verges as explained by PCSO Kay Flemming and Highways were discussed.  H Blurton to copy the plan for councilors which shows all the greens that the Borough Council is responsible for.  J Currie said it was important that alternative sites for parking are found if the greens are to be cut off with bollards.  It was agreed that the lay by in Parsonage Lane be explored.  P Savill to get a status report on the verge outside Guestlings.  Although the parish council had been approached by residents in favour of the next area to be protected, A Smith explained that it wasn’t something that all residents wanted.  It was confirmed that residents in the vicinity would be approached before the next scheme goes ahead.
37 Village Pond and Trees

a. Pond - M Scott reported that Suzanne Lovett (Environmental Heath) had visited the site and identified that some oil had emulsified into the pond, possibly following a fault in a residents oil storage tank.  A soil analyst would be checking to find out if anyone is at fault.
b. Trees - T Boem had sent a list to be discussed.  It was agreed that T Boem did not contact Lord Hanningfield for a tree grant.  The fence and pyracantha hedge arrangements to be made for August.  Councillors to think about planting a tree for A Radley for his outstanding contribution to tree care and planting within the village – T Boem had a copper beach that could be used.   P Savill to find out the size and how it would look in the Wantz Road playing field.  The two ornamental pears either side of the War Memorial to be left alone this year.  The overhanging branch in front of the 40 mph sign had been reported to CBC. J Currie reported some of the horse chestnut trees had a disease.

38 Maldon Road Recreation Field

a. Allotments - Clerk to pass a copy of the allotment holders and their plots to Keith Young and to also decide whether there is a spare one at the far end.
b. Play Area  - P Savill outlined the Inspection Report.  H Blurton to look at the gate and try to correct it with a hacksaw.  There is also a rusty piece on the goal post that needs to be kept an eye on.

39 Accounts

Authority was given for payment of the following:


Wollastons

£577.88


RCCE (Subs)

£   55.00


EALC (Book)

£   67.00


Avrohurst

£ 107.16


J Westrip

£   25.00


Abacus


£ 400.00


MDLandscapes
£ 506.00


Playsafety Ltd

£   86.25


M Ponton (audit)
£   50.00

Margaretting School
£ 121.55

P Savill outlined the balances in the bank.

M Scott reported that he had received a refund from Norton Security.

40 Proposed Traffic Schemes

P Savill reported on the meeting on site with Essex County Council Highways engineers.  The recommendation was to install a traffic island outside P & P Motors where there is already a dropped kerb and one at the brow of the hill outside Ponders as a second project.  P Savill to respond to George Cliff’s suggestions.  P Savill also explained that the Parish Council has the chance to put three schemes forward, it was therefore agreed to include a proposal to kerb edge the right hand green in Parsonage Lane.
41 Planning

Applications

09/00908/FUL

Sunset, Main Road

No Objections
Hip to gable roof extension with juliette balcony. Construction of side/rear flat roof dormer window. Insertion of two pitched roof dormer windows to north east side elevation and new chimney.

09/00750/AG

Little Styles Farm,

No Objections



Margaretting Tye

Replacement Hay Barn

09/00922

Whitewebs Cottage, Main Road

Siting of 2 no. containers within rear garden for storage of planting equipment for a period of two years.

PC’s Comments; Object.  Unsightly in a conservation area.  The PC would only consider changing the shop into domestic dwellings.

Decisions

09/00571/FUL

Minstral Lodge

Granted

H Blurton reported that he had had notification that CBC were looking for sites for the new development framework up until 2031.  The one at Parsonage Lane still stands.

H Blurton reported that The Development Control Policy meeting was to be held in September.

P Savill explained that the owners of The Oaks were trying to register the triangle of land.

42. Correspondence

a. Making the Links – Essex County Council and EALC – Clerk  to pass onto T Boem

b. Essex County Council – Drink Drive campaign – posters to go onto Notice Boards.

c. Essex County Council – Guide to passenger transport (form to fill in) - W Cant to fill in and return.
d. CBC – Neighbourhood Environmental Action Team (a) Environmental Awards 2009 (b) Bulb Planting Scheme Clerk to pass on to Helen Boem.

e. RCCE – Financial Report and Annual Review – M Scott to read.

f.  RCCE – Oyster Magazine – J Currie to read

g. Essex County Council – County Update 
h. Essex County Council – Community Initiatives Fund (Highways) P Savill to make enquiries.

i.  Poster for School Governors – Notice Board

j. Clerks & Councils Direct – Clerk to read

k. EALC – Briefing Report – Gypsies and Irish Travellers to be circulated.

l. EALC minutes of the larger council forum – 16th June and minutes of the finance committee 18th June – J Currie to read

m. Summer Getaway and Chelmsford Citizens Leaflets – distributed to councilors

43. Any Other Business

a.
Whitewebs Cottage - Clerk to write to owners and ask if the overhanging hedge behind the bus shelter can be trimmed back.
b.
St Margaret’s Church - J Currie reported that the licensing of the new vicar would be on Thursday 10th September, because of this it was agreed that the September meeting would take place on Tuesday 8th September

c.
Great Syles Farm - Clerk to check whether there had been any correspondence.
d.
Parsonage Lane - Clerk  to report potholes.
There being no other business the meeting closed at 9.35 p.m.

Next meeting Tuesday 8th September 2009 at 7.30 p.m. 

