A meeting of Margaretting Parish Council took place at The Village Hall, Wantz Road on Thursday 8th January 2009 at 7.30 p.m.

Present: H Blurton, T Boem, W Cant, J Currie, N Marshall, P Savill (Chairman), M Scott, A Smith.     In attendance Cllr I Grundy and one member of the public.

84.  Democratic Time
F McMahon reported that the speed activated sign at The Red Lion was working.

85.  Minutes
The minutes of the meeting dated 11/12/2008 were agreed and signed as a true and correct record.

86.  Matters Arising
(a)   Vicky Duff/Literature – H Blurton to read and pass onto next Councillor on list.

(b)   Parish Council Vacancy – Clerk reported that the poster was on Notice Board and she would inform CBC.

(c)   Site Allocation Document – H Blurton to read the document; it is to be circulated.

87.   Precept 2009
P Savill outlined the effect of the removal of the Parish Support Grant.
P Savill and H Blurton to attend the Chief Executive's presentation on 19 January.  
It was agreed to try and keep the precept figures down and when necessary use reserves.  

The Precept was set at £11,500;  the same as the previous year.  
P Savill to speak to Insurance Company about the insured value of the bus shelter opposite the Black Bull;  Clerk to then alter the Asset Register.

Identifying village projects/expenditure from reserves to be an Agenda Item for February.

88.   Whistle Board/Footpath 21

N Marshall reported that there were trains going through without using their whistles and the use of night time whistles is sporadic and most annoying between 9pm and 11pm.  
P Savill reported Network Rail had not replied to Essex County Council’s enquiry about the safety audit details and that she was still waiting for a response to her enquiry on whether the train whistles could be halted during the hours of darkness and if a minimum level of whistle is being used.
89.   Village Hall
(a)   Broadband Package

N Marshall reported that he had received a verbal agreement at The Village Hall meeting that they would pay 50% of the Broadband bill.

(b)   Voluntary First Registration of Title

P Savill reported using a solicitor would cost £775.00 or the PC could decide to do it themselves.  Deciding which option to choose to be an Agenda Item for February. 
90.   Freedom of Information Act

P Savill explained that together with the clerk they had looked at Stock’s scheme of publication; she suggested meeting with M Scott and working out how much of the information can go onto the website.  To be reported at February meeting.
91.   Village Sites

(1)   Protection of Grass Verges - H Blurton reported he was now waiting for alternative quotes for the wooden bollards.

(2)   War Memorial - H Blurton reported that he was waiting for a quote to replace the slabs with York stone paving – this item was carried forward to the February meeting.

(3)   Bus Shelter/Bins - Clerk to contact Jim Westripp who was to put the new bin in by the bus stop opposite the Black Bull. 

The shelter next to the Black Bull to be an Agenda Item for February.

(4)   Pond/Trees - T Boem reported that he was waiting for further advice on the pond before getting the quote for the fish – in hand.

(5)   Willow – P Savill reported on the two quotes in hand (Neil Carter £525 and Abacus £400) and advice received that the power needed to be turned off while work is being carried out.
P Savill to contact Abacus when she receives the written quote to find out if it is the contractor’s responsibility to arrange for the power to be turned off.

(6)   Village Furniture - H Blurton reminded the Parish Council that most of the benches around the village needed re-staining – this item was carried forward to the February meeting.

92.   Maldon Road Playing Field

a. Lease - P Savill reported that the new draft lease, lease terms summary, register of title, map of land registered and title restrictions had arrived from the solicitors.  P Savill to check who is responsible for the green shaded area on the map and whether it can be fenced off.
b. Allotments – nothing to report.

c. Play Area – P Savill reported that it was tidy and there was no damage.  The order for the kiddies new play equipment had been placed.  Essex County Council had confirmed that the £5,000 grant would be paid directly into the bank.

93   Accounts

Authority was given for payment of the following:
    
C.B.C.     Playing Field Rent/Maldon Road   £ 5.00    100862

94   Planning

New Household Planning Rules:  H Blurton explained as from 1st October there were new rules and regulations to make certain planning applications unnecessary.  P Savill to forward the website address for the Planning Portal Interactive House Guide to Councillors.
Planning Applications:  

The following application was received for comment:

08/02091/FUL

Beech Lorne, Wantz Road

Replacement of all existing flat roofs with a pitched roof and construction of new first floor window to front.  No objections

Notification of the following decisions were circulated:

08/01856/FUL 
Margaretting C of E Primary School

Erection of 6m x 5m canopy to provide covered outside teaching area. 

Planning permission granted
08/01863/FUL

The Barn Coptfold Hall Farm




Single storey rear extension.  Planning permission granted
08/01864/FUL

Hyland Golf Complex, Main Road

Single storey side extensions to create main entrance and lobby with minor alterations.  Erection of two free standing lamps in car park.

Planning permission granted
95.  Correspondence

a.   Mid Essex Area Forum – P Savill to read.

b.   Neat – Information about residents picking up litter around the county.

c.   Making the Links – N Marshall to read.

96.  Any Other Business

a.   North Chelmsford Area Action Plan - H Blurton had looked through and reported it didn’t affect Margaretting.

b.   Speed Management - I Grundy asked if the PC had received ‘The Speed Management Pack’ yet.  We hadn’t.

c.   Community Evening - Clerk to contact Mayor’s Parlour to confirm the times.
There being no other business the meeting closed at 9.05 p.m.

Next meeting Thursday 12th February 2009 at 7.30 p.m.
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