A meeting of Margaretting Parish Council took place at The Village Hall. Wantz Road on Thursday 12th February 2009 at 7.30 p.m.

Present; H Blurton, T Boem, J Currie, N Marshall, P Savill (Chairman), M Scott, A Smith. 
Two members of the public were also present.

96 Apologies for absence were received from W Cant and Cllr I Grundy.
97 Democratic Time

a. Parked Cars - W Henderson was concerned about the number of vehicles parked up on the kerb in Maldon Road.  P Savill to ask the Police to monitor.

b. Blocked Drains - P Savill confirmed she had reported the blocked drain outside Chesapeake to Highways.

c. Neighbourhood Watch - J Shedley enquired about the status of Neighbourhood Watch in the village.  P Savill to chase up the contact with the Police to find out what was happening.

98 Minutes

The minutes of the meeting held on 08/01/2009 were agreed and signed as a true and correct record after the following amendment was made to minute 88 – Whistle Board.
Minute to read – N Marshall reported there were trains going through without using their whistles during the day demonstrating inconsistency and that the use of night time whistles is sporadic and most annoying between 9pm and 11pm.

99 Matters Arising

(a) Vicky Duff Literature – J Currie reading.  To pass onto next Councillor when he has finished.

(b) Site Allocation Document – J Currie reading.  Document to be circulated.

100 Membership of The Parish Council
P Savill reported that no one had requested an election so a new member can be co-opted on.  P Savill to put something into Newsletter and on Notice Board.

101 Whistle Board/Footpath21

P Savill reported that she had not heard from Network Rail or Essex County Council.  It was agreed to ask Cllr I Grundy to contact Essex County Council.  P Savill to contact I Grundy.

102 Village Hall - Voluntary First Registration of Title

P Savill explained that she didn’t want to take on the responsibility of registering the title and it would cost £500 for a solicitor to do the work.   J Currie suggested this item be put on hold as the land registry charges are due to be reviewed by parliament.  It was agreed to defer further discussion until May.  M Scott to look at paperwork to see what is involved.

103 Freedom of Information Act

The model publication scheme recommended by EALC as circulated with the agenda was discussed and agreed.  The charges for copies were agreed as Black & White 10p a sheet, Colour 50p a sheet, and free via the internet.

104 Village Sites
H Blurton reported on two quotes from Eagle Fencing & Landscape Ltd.  P Savill’s proposal that the PC accept the quote for the oak bollards at £630.00 plus VAT was agreed.  It was noted the money had already been set aside.  H Blurton to notify Eagle Fencing.
105 War Memorial

H Blurton re-reported the original quote which was to supply 15 square metres of sandstone £1,420 plus VAT - total price £2,000. M Scott suggested checking with English Heritage before proceeding to check if sandstone is alright to use.  M Scott also reported that the PC could apply for a grant of up to £10,000 and he agreed to apply.
106 Bus Shelters and Bins
Clerk to contact Jim Westrip, who had volunteered to install the bus shelter bin.  P Savill reported that the bin at the crossroads needed replacing.  Clerk to order one from Neptune Ltd.  H Blurton outlined two prices for new bus shelters; £5,100 + VAT, Delivery & Base and £6,380 + VAT, Delivery & Base.   He explained the quotes given were for very well made shelters and that there were grants available for shelters.  H Blurton to contact Adrian Summers (CBC) for more information on grants.

107 Village Pond

T Boem outlined his research on introducing fish to the pond following advice received from the Environment Agency.  He explained how difficult it was to get written permission to put fish in the pond.   The main reason was the cost of the health checks on the fish prior to purchase - the quantity of fish to be ordered wasn’t enough to warrant the fishery applying for the required health check.

108 Trees

T Boem reported on the Pest & Disease Seminar that he attended.  He reported that he was going to walk around the village with A Radley to look at some of the work that needs carrying out.  P Savill reported that the request to crown reduce the Willow Tree had been approved.  She had spoken to EDF who had confirmed they needed two months notice to turn off the power supply and that it was a free service.  It was agreed to accept the Abacus quote.  P Savill to inform Abacus so that they can liaise with EDF.  P Savill also reported that she had contacted Writtle College to find out whether any group might be willing to do some work on the hedge at the allotments.   She was waiting for a response.
109 Maldon Road Playing Field

Allotments P Savill reported that The Horticultural Society was hoping to include the allotments in the village show.  Clerk to ask the holder of number 4 allotment if he wants to take on number 5 as he had shown an interest.
Play Area P Savill circulated the plan drawn up by Wicksteed showing the location of the new play equipment.  Wicksteed to confirm the date when it was to be installed.  The £5,000 grant was already in the bank.  The dog poo situation was still not resolved.

Lease P Savill confirmed the green area on the lease plan was included in the new lease.  The PC’s solicitor was waiting for confirmation from CBC’s solicitor that the PC was not responsible for maintaining the green area.  

110 Accounts

P Savill reported a donation from Maztec of £2,500.

Authority was given for payment of the following: 

Contribution to Village Hall Insurance   £711.59

New quotes for the grass cutting contract were discussed, they were more expensive than M D Landscapes, it was therefore agreed to stay with M D Landscapes.
Following P Savill’s report on Reserves it was agreed that at the end of the year the PC would discuss which projects to go ahead on.  Clerk to send a copy of the reserve sheet to H Blurton.
111 Planning

There were no new applications. The following decisions were reported:
Beech Lorne
08/02091/FUL

Granted

The Oaks
08/01979/FUL

Granted

Ging House
08/01998/FUL

Granted

H Blurton outlined the comments made for the following application:
Park Lodge Cottage, Writtle Road, 08/02142/FUL
Demolition of existing outbuildings, garage and porch & construction of 2 storey side/rear extension, single story front extension & first floor rear extension with new balcony and pitched roof over detached cart lodge & garage.  New dormer windows.
112 Correspondence

A. Diary Date – Mid Essex Forum – Thursday 5th March.

B. CBC – Just bin it campaign – Clerk  to respond March 29th
C. CBC – Allotment Questionnaire – Clerk to file.

D. CBC – Sports Programme – Clerk to file

E. Essex Heritage News – M Scott to read

F. Bus Passenger News – P Savill to forward to W Cant.

G. EALC/County Update – J Currie to read.
H. NALC – Chief Executives Report – J Currie to read

I. EALC – Minutes of the Annual Meeting - J Currie to read.

J. EALC – Joy Sheppard Re: Local Government Act 2007 notification that a date hasn’t been set for the new regulations.

K. Clerks & Councils Direct – H Blurton to read.

L. Chelmsford Cathedral Service – March 26th – P Savill to attend

M. Making the Links – T Boem to read

N. Best Kept Village Competition – M Scott.  Best Kept Churchyard – J Currie
O. The Playing Field Booklet – P Savill to read.

113 Correspondence

a. Thefts - A Smith reported that a LandRover had recently been stolen

b. Whitesbridge - N Marshall reported that a yellow board had been placed over the missing grill by Whitesbridge. Some walk boards were missing and the whole area was covered in brambles. Clerk to report.

c. Village Plan - M Scott reported that he had received an e mail informing him that there was 80% funding available if the PC wanted to do a Village Plan.  P Savill commented that the recent experience of the VDS being ignored raised questions as to whether a Village Plan would have any weight.
d. Welcome Pack - There was a new resident in Maldon Road. The welcome packs might be a bit out of date.  P Savill to have a look through before delivering one to M Wright who was to pass it on.
There being no other business the meeting closed at 9.32 p.m.

Next meeting Thursday 12th March at 7.30 p.m.
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