A meeting of Margaretting Parish Council took place at The Village Hall, Wantz Road on Thursday 10 December 2009 at 7.30 p.m.

Present:  H Blurton, T Boem (agenda items 10 to 15 only), J Currie, P Savill (Chairman), 

M Scott, A Smith and K Young
86 Apologies for absence were received from W Cant, N Marshall, Cllr I Grundy and C Kochan
87 Declarations of Interest
There were no declarations of interest.

88 Democratic Time
There were no members of the public present.

89 Traffic Schemes

Mr Graham Livings (Essex County Council Engineer) attended the meeting to advise on the different traffic calming ideas put forward by M Scott.  Following a discussion on the various ideas Mr Livings made the following comments:
1. The use of different colour road surfaces, strips of cobbles or the removal of white lines on this stretch of road would not be supported by Essex Council.  Essex is no longer installing or maintaining different colour road surfaces, cobbles are not used as a running surface and white lines are not removed from wide main roads.
2. The introduction of planters would need a licence to cultivate (approximately £1,000 per site)  Flower beds do not attract a licence fee.  Planters would have to pass a safety audit and comply with Essex County’s footway width restriction policies.    
Mr Livings explained that Main Road is classified as a strategic priority route within the county road hierarchy network.  The last road traffic audit undertaken several years ago showed that 8,000 vehicles a day used this route.  The cross roads are not considered an accident reduction site.  The number of serious accidents occurring there does not meet the criteria.  The review of the speed limits for all B classified roads in the Chelmsford area is due to be completed by 31 March 2010.  Any reduction in speed recommended would be implemented by 2011.

It was noted that the pedestrian refuge islands proposal consultation questionnaire produced a total of 59 responses (39 in favour of pedestrian refuge islands and 20 against).  The parish council’s bid for CIF (Community Initiative Funding) for a pedestrian refuge island has been costed by Mr Livings and forwarded by him to the CIF panel for consideration.  A decision on the bid is expected by the end of February 2010.  

90 Minutes

The minutes of the meeting held on 12 November 2009 were agreed and signed as a true and correct record.

91 Matters Arising
Minute 73 Democratic Time (parked car in Maldon Road):  This had been reported to PCSO Kay Fleming who had confirmed there was little she could do as the car was taxed and insured and was not breaking any highway rules.

Minute 75 Matters Arising (telephone boxes):  H Blurton asked for clarification on the costs of insuring the red box at The Tye.  Clerk to contact our insurers for an estimated cost.
92 Village Hall – Office Space Proposal

H Blurton and C Kochan plus two representatives from the village hall management committee are to form a sub committee to take this proposal to the next stage.
93 Village Sites

(i) Schedule of Repairs:  Two quotes have been received for the repairs and maintenance work agreed for the village sign, notice board, mile stones and post to W/M.  Quotes for the war memorial are still proving difficult to obtain.
(ii) Protection of Grass Verges:  Carried forward to January meeting.
(iii) Pond:  All but one of the plastic barrels has been removed.

(iv) Trees:  Details of a grant for trees to be planted in village hedges was noted.  The crown reduction of the oak in Maldon Road was thought to be of a poor standard.  A planting ceremony for the copper beech is to be arranged in the New Year.
M Scott to confirm the location with the village hall management committee.  
94 Maldon Road Recreation Field

(i). Allotments:  A copy of the revised tenancy agreement and allotment rules had been circulated prior to the meeting.  The amount of rent to be charged each year was discussed.
P. Savill to enquire how much rent Chelmsford Council charges.  K. Young to check with Ingatestone.  Agenda item for January.
(ii) Playing Field:  P Savill reported that there had been another incident of broken glass – an empty vodka bottle had been smashed on the multi goal tarmac.  PCSO Kay Fleming had been notified and agreed to visit the field on the evenings she is in the village.
95. Accounts 2009/2010
Authority was given for payment of the following:

£50.00 - Playing Field Rent

£420.90 - MDL

£473.75 - C. Kochan

£442.75 - Village Hall Insurance

£50.00 - Chairman's expenses
£75.00 - B Newman

£475.00 - PCC Donation

It was agreed to renew the contract for the broadband connection for a further twenty four months.  P. Savill to renew contract with BT.

96 Budget 2010/2011

A spreadsheet showing the predicted outturn for the current financial year was circulated.  The precept for the year 2010/2011 was set at £11,500 under the following budget headings:

£720 – Village Hall

£1,960 – Bus Shelters

£850 – Maldon Road Playing Field

£750 – Wantz Road Recreation Field

£2,060 – Administration and Clerical

£2,110 – Sundries

£2,770 – Amenity

£275 – Subscriptions

97. Planning

(i) Applications
The following were reported for comments:

09/01604/FUL - Chywoone, Maldon Road

Enlarge existing side dormer window.  New dormer window on north west (side) elevation and part single, part two storey rear extension.

Objection – alterations to roof is not in keeping with VDS.

09/01684/FUL - Park Lodge Cottage, Writtle Road

Demolition of existing outbuilding, garage and porch and construction of two storey rear extension, single storey front and side extension and addition of pitched roof to existing two storey rear projection.

Objection – same as made previously for this site.
09/01541/FUL - Bishopscourt, Main Road

Single storey side extension to create new private chapel and reception area.

No Objection in principle but would represent a disproportionate addition to the existing property.  Contrary to Policy DC47 of the Adopted Development Plan.
09/01567/OUT - Land South of Martins Farm, The Tye

Construction of two detached dwellings.

Objection – encourages Ribbon Development.  Swan Lane is a Grade 2 Protected Lane.

Contrary to Policy DC1 of the Adopted Development Plan.  

09/01309/OUT - Spread Eagle, Main Road

Construction of two semi detached properties to replace the public house.

Objection – This is a community facilities site.  Every effort should be made to retain it as such.  Contrary to Policy DC37 of the Adopted Development Plan.  

(ii) Affordable Housing – Site Allocations
Construction of affordable houses on land rear of 1-8 Bank End Cottages.

Objection – Access to this site is via the entrance to the playing field in Maldon Road.  The agreed terms in our lease does not allow a right of way through the playing field to this site.  
Posters for the additional consultation meeting on 14 December are to be placed in the village hall and on the village notice boards.

(iii) Little Tressels Farm

Chelmsford Council has confirmed that a further site visit is to take place.

98. Any Other Business

a
Car Key Theft.  PCSO Kay Fleming asked that the community be made aware that keys are being removed via letter boxes.

b
Village Hall Membership.  N Marshall wishes to stand down as the parish council representative.  H Blurton agreed to take his place.
c
Parsonage Lane - Flying Tipping Reported.  K Young to pass on hot line number. 
d
The Saddlery Roundabout.  P Savill to contact Essex Highways to suggest improvements to the white line markings at this location.

There being no other business the meeting closed at 9.30 p.m.

Next meeting Thursday 14 January 2010 at 7.30 p.m. in the Village Hall

