SUPPORTERS OF ST MARGARET’S CHURCH, MARGARETTING

CONSTITUTION
1. NAME:  SUPPORTERS OF ST MARGARET’S CHURCH, MARGARETTIG hereinafter called ‘Supporters of St Margaret’s Church’
2. AIMS AND OBJECTIVES
The aims of Supporters of St Margaret’s Church shall be to help:
a) Conserve, maintain and improve the fabric, furnishings and fittings of the Parish Church of St Margaret of Antioch, Margaretting in the Diocese of Chelmsford hereinafter called ‘the church’
b) Support the upkeep of the church building and its grounds

c) Foster public interest in the church building and its grounds

3. POWERS

To further its aims Supporters of St Margaret’s Church shall have the power to:

a) Obtain, collect and receive money or funds by way of annual subscriptions, contributions, donations, grants and any other lawful methods of fundraising
b) Make grants of money and gifts of other property to the Parochial Church Council of the church 
4. MEMBERSHIP
The membership shall be open to anyone, over the age of 18, interested in helping Supporters of St Margaret’s Church aims and who have paid the annual subscription as laid down from time to time by the Executive Committee established under Clause 5 below.
5. MANAGEMENT

a) Supporters of St Margaret’s Church shall be run by the Executive Committee which shall meet not less than 2 times a year

b) The Executive Committee shall comprise initially of a Chairman, Secretary, Treasurer plus two members (one of whom to be a representative of the Parochial Church Council

c) Each Executive Committee member shall serve for a one year renewable term of office

d) The minutes of the Executive Committee shall be made available to any member who requests it
6. FINANCE

a) A bank account shall be opened in the name of Supporters of St Margaret’s Church 

b) All monies shall be administered by the Treasurer who shall pay incoming monies into the bank account

c) The Treasurer shall account to the Executive Committee for all monies.

d) The Treasurer, Secretary and one member of the Executive Committee shall be authorised to sign cheques on behalf of Supporters of St Margaret’s Church
e) All withdrawals from funds shall be against any two of the three authorised signatures 

f) The accounts shall be audited at least once a year by the auditor or external examiner appointed at the Annual General Meeting

7. MEETINGS

a) An Annual General Meeting shall be held every year.  At least fourteen days clear notice shall be given by displaying such notice on the church and village notice boards, parish newsletter and by any such other means as the Secretary thinks fit

b) A General Meeting may be called at any time at the request of not less than ten members with a minimum of fourteen days notice
c) The Executive Committee may also call a General Meeting to consult the membership

8. ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

a) There must be at least ten members present
b) Each member present shall have one vote
c) A resolution requires a simple majority.
d) All votes shall be taken by a show of hands unless the meeting resolves otherwise
e) Members of the Executive Committee shall be elected annually to serve for the next year. They will retire at the next AGM but may stand for re-election
f) Any member may stand for election to the Executive Committee
9. ALTERATION TO CONSTITUTION

Any proposal to alter the constitution must be approved at the Annual General Meeting or at a General Meeting called for the purpose, and must be accompanied by full documentation for the meeting.
10. DISSOLUTION
a) Supporters of St Margaret’s Church may be dissolved only at an Annual General Meeting or at a General Meeting called for the purpose.
b) The motion to dissolve must be carried by three-quarters of members present and voting.
c) Before a vote is taken, the meeting shall determine the disposal of Supporters of St Margaret’s Church assets in the event of the motion to dissolve being carried.

This constitution was adopted on Tuesday, 11th November 2014 by the people whose names appear below.
They are the first members of Supporters of St Margaret’s Church and will form the Executive Committee until the Annual General Meeting which must be held within fifteen months of this date.
Michael Scott (Chairman) 


Penelope Savill (Secretary) 

Harold Taylor (Treasurer) 
Malcolm Woods (Representative of St Margaret’s Parochial Church Council)

David Frost
