Minutes of Margaretting Parish Assembly

Tuesday 5th May 2009
Present: Cllrs H Blurton, W Cant, P Savill (Chairman), M Scott, A Smith and seventeen members of the public.

1.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies were received from Cllrs T Boem, J Currie, N Marshall, I Grundy (Ward Councillor), and Mrs C Kochan (Clerk to the parish council).
2.
MINUTES

The minutes of the parish assembly held on 1.05.2008 were agreed and signed as a true record.
3.
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

P Savill reported the past year had proved to be another busy year and that there is currently one vacancy owing to the resignation earlier in the year of Jacky Shedley which is to be filled by co-option.  The parish council surgery, introduced at the beginning of 2008, is still taking place once a month on a Tuesday morning in the village hall.  Democratic time at the start of meetings continues to be well used by parishioners.  Matters of concern brought to the parish council’s attention remained similar to those reported last year.
The ongoing concerns about Footpath 21 and the train whistle board are now in the hands of Essex County Council (ECC) and the Highway Agency.  Schemes being proposed for Parsonage Lane’s neighbouring fields are once again causing concern in the parish.  Last year it was Chelmsford Council’s Alternative Development Sites and Boundary Changes Consultation Plan.  This year it is the Environment Agency’s Chelmsford Flood Alleviation Consultation Plan.  Changes to planning rules for house extensions now mean in some cases the parish council is no longer notified and consulted.
In addition to its regular duties the parish council had supported a number of local campaigns and initiatives including:  improving the 351 bus service; changing the borough’s travel restrictions for Chelmsford Council’s concessionary bus passes and helping to establish special police cycle teams in local villages.  It had also asked ECC to consider devising a shared space traffic calming scheme for the Main Road crossroads which would encourage car drivers and pedestrians to co-exist safely.
The past year has seen the successful completion of all the parish council’s planned projects except the affordable homes project – new homes solely for rent or shared ownership.  A few sites had been volunteered but none proved to be near enough to the village envelope to warrant serious consideration by Chelmsford Council.
Fellow councillors and the clerk to parish council were thanked for their support over the past year.

4.
LOCAL CLUBS AND ORGANISATIONS

Members of the following organisations gave a brief update on activities:

Amblers:  This group is still very active.  Walks take place on a Sunday and have taken place locally and further a field.  Their last walk to London was highlighted as their best ever.

Art Club:  Meets every Wednesday morning in the village hall.  Members either choose to sketch and paint objects of their own choice or rely on still life provided.  Advice and encouragement are on hand from the group organisers.  New members welcome.

Bell Ringers:  The Open Day in 2008 was not as successful as hoped.  It did not attract any new members.  The group continues to ring each Sunday and for weddings.  New members welcome.    
Book Club:  Members take turns to hold the meetings in their homes.  A wide selection of books has been read.  Meetings take place every last Thursday in the month.  New members welcome.
Horticultural Society:  Arrangements are currently taking place for the 11th July show.  This year there are two new categories – best kept front garden and best kept allotment.  Entry forms have been distributed via Margaretting News.  The Society is planning to invite speakers to talk at meetings during the year.
Margaretting in Need Trust:  Both flats are let to good tenants.  The Trust continues to distribute hampers at Christmas and provide help to those in need in the village.

Over 60’s:  The club meets fortnightly on a Wednesday afternoon in the village hall.  It still has many of its founder members attending regularly.  It provides entertainers, speakers and the occasional coach outing for the older members of the community.   It has also raised funds for local charities.
Womens Institute:  This is an evening group.  It meets every third Thursday in the Chelmer Room.  Although, currently a small group it is able to attract some interesting speakers.  New members welcome.  

5.
ACCOUNTS
A draft statement of the parish council’s accounts for the year 2008/2009 was circulated with the agenda at the meeting.  

6.
ANY OTHER BUSINESS

PSCO Kay Flemming attended for this item and took note of parishioners’ following concerns: 

· Parked cars obstructing the pavements and damaging the greens in Maldon Road 

· Parked cars damaging the greens in Parsonage Lane; 

· Parked cars in Main Road obstructing the view of traffic at the cross roads;

· Parked cars on the corner of Penny’s Lane with Main Road

· Damaged and non working vehicle activated sign (VAS) near The Saddlery. 

· Youths the worse for drink making a noise in the early hours of the morning

PSCO Kay Flemming agreed to make the car parking problems and damage to verges and greens one of her priorities.  A letter from Essex Police had recently been sent to the school pupil’s parents about parking.  Speed checks had taken place in Main Road and two drivers stopped.  Parishioners were advised to telephone the 0300 number rather than 999 if youths were making a noise unless they were causing actual damage to property.  The local Neighbourhood Action Panel which provides an opportunity for the community to report on issues of concern in the local community needs representatives from Margaretting.  PSCO Flemming was thanked for attending the meeting.
Ray Ashdown reported that the VAS near The Saddlery is currently set to react to speeds of 48mph and over.  There was a problem with the software which is unable to adjust the reaction speed downwards.  A number of signs all over the county are affected. 

The following two queries were brought to the attention of the meeting:

Uncut verges in Main Road 
M Scott reported these verges belong to Essex County Council (ECC).  The verges from the roundabout to the cross roads are cut regularly by a number of local residents.  The verges from the cross roads in the direction of Ingatestone are only cut twice a year by ECC.

Blocked ditches and surface water drains in Maldon Road 
The parish council agreed to contact ECC to see if and when the problems outside Woodcroft and Chesapeake are to be resolved.   The Chesapeake problem had been reported several weeks ago and has been allocated an engineer’s report reference.
