Minutes of Margaretting Parish Assembly

Thursday 1st May 2008
Present: H Blurton, T Boem, W Cant, J Currie, P Savill (Chairman), M Scott, J Shedley, A Smith, I Grundy (Ward Councillor) and seventeen members of the public.

1.
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence were received from N Marshall, C Kochan, Mrs A Smith and Mrs C Currie.
2.
MINUTES

The minutes of the meeting held on 1.05.2007 were agreed and signed as a true and accurate record.
3.
MATTERS ARISING

a. Greens & Verges:  Plans to protect the verges near The Saddlery are still awaiting Essex County Council Highways Department’s approval.  Once ECC’s approval is received and these particular verges have been protected plans will be drawn up for the green outside numbers 51-57 Maldon Road.


It was commented that clearer A12 road signage was needed at the roundabouts.  The deep ruts in the grass verges near to The Saddlery are caused by heavy goods lorries taking a wrong turning and then having to turn round in the road.  Parish Council to refer this observation to Highways Department.  

b. Play Area:  Another bid to Essex County Council for play equipment for the younger age group is being prepared – suggestions received to date include play equipment for sliding and climbing.  The new lease for the playing field and allotments has not been signed.  The delay was due to a discrepancy between Chelmsford Council’s map of the playing field and the ordinance survey map.  This discrepancy has been rectified and the parish council is waiting to receive and sign the new lease. 

c. Policing:  Police support for the village has improved greatly since the last meeting.  Margaretting has been given priority status by the local Neighbourhood Action Panel due to reports of ongoing problems, that is, suspicion of prostitutes using local lanes and youths causing a nuisance on mini motors.  

PCSO Lucy Smith who attended the meeting confirmed areas of the village are patrolled regularly by the neighbourhood police team with special attention being given to Parsonage Lane, Pennys Lane and Maldon Road playing field.
d.
Village school:  The zig zag lines have been scheduled for repainting.  Requests for junction protection have been referred to Chelmsford Council.  Car parking on the corner is still a cause for concern.  PCSO Lucy Smith confirmed this is a motoring offence and should be reported to the Police.  Neighbourhood Police team to follow up concerns about car parking in Pennys Lane. 
e.
Whitewebs Cottage:  Chelmsford Council is currently investigating complaints about P&P’s cars parking in the driveway and trees being cut down.  
4.
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

P Savill reported that it had been a busy and eventful year for the parish council.  Farewells were said to four members (S Upton, S Everett, J Loudon and D Newman) and four new members were welcomed (T Boem, W Cant, N Marshall, and J Shedley).  Tim Boem had taken over from A Radley as Tree Warden.  Several village projects had been completed successfully.  The owners of the triangle shaped piece of land in Wantz Road had been identified - this should stop further claims by the travellers.  Margaretting took part in the starburst community project and acted host to 225 international scouts.  A parish council surgery has been introduced.  Democratic time, a valued part of parish council meetings, has been well used by parishioners - matters brought to the parish council’s attention covered a wide spectrum.  Issues raised not able to be addressed directly by the parish council had been referred immediately to the appropriate authority for action.  A number of projects had been prioritised for next year.  A conservation and maintenance plan is to be drawn up for the war memorial.  The land of which has been bequeathed to the village by the Thompson family (former owners of Whitewebs and Whitewebs Cottage).  Fellow councillors were thanked for their support and wise counsel. 

5.
LOCAL CLUBS AND ORGANISATIONS

Members of the following organisations gave a brief update on activities:

Church Flower Arrangers:  Contact:  Joy Radley.  Members have continued to provide and arrange flowers for the church through out 2007.  New members welcome.  
Parochial Church Council:  Contact:  John Currie.  The church is into its second year of an interregnum.  Church services have been taken by retired clergy and lay readers.  

Womens Institute:  Contact:  Rosemary Carter.  This branch started in October 2007 is a non conventional group (doesn’t sing Jerusalem).  It meets every third Thursday.  Although, currently a small group it is able to attract some interesting speakers.  New members welcome.  

Bell Ringers:  Contact:  Michael Scott.  Building on the success of the Open Day in 2007 another open day is planned for 2008.  This time it is hoped to arrange an inspection of the bells.  New members welcome.  
Computer Club:  Contact:  Michael Scott.  The club is growing in numbers. Set up primarily to provide broadband access for the community.  It is held every third Thursday and parishioners take advantage of being able to just pop in and talk computers.
Margaretting in Need Trust:  Contact:  Maurice Wright.  Both flats are let and a new trustee joined the board in 2007.  The Trust continues to distribute hampers at Christmas, provide a bus service to Ingatestone once a week and to Chelmsford once a month.
Tree and Bulb Planting Group:  Contact:  Arthur Radley.  The group had another successful bulb planting year.  This spring saw an even more magnificent display of daffodils along the grass verges and village greens.

Book Club:  Contact:  Penny Savill.  A wide and varied selection of books have been read and discussed.  Over 50 books have been read since the club started in 2004. Members comprise women only.  New members very welcome.
Horticultural Society:  Contact:  Susan Keeble.  Arrangements are currently taking place for the July show.  It is planned to have a display board with details of all the groups and clubs in the village.  Details will be publicised in Margaretting News.
Amblers:  Contact:  Michael Scott.  This group will be celebrating its tenth year in June.  Walks have taken place locally and further a field.  
Over 60’s:  Contact:  Roy Savill.  The club meets fortnightly, celebrated its tenth anniversary this year and still has fifteen of its founder members attending regularly.  It provides entertainers, speakers and the occasional coach outing for the older members of the community. 
6.
ACCOUNTS
A draft statement of accounts for the year 2007/2008 was circulated with the agenda at the meeting.  £231 left in the dormant Margaretting Fighting Fund account has been transferred to the parish council’s business account.  

7.
ANY OTHER BUSINESS

The following matters were raised and discussed:

a. Village Sign – poor condition.  What is going to happen to it?  
J Currie reported the sign which is made of fibreglass is to be renovated. 

b. Verges in Main Road – gang mowing.  These verges have not been cut.  Has there been a change to the gang mowing schedule?
M Scott reported this particular verge is cut by a volunteer whose mower was being repaired and because of the length of the grass this verge will not be cut this year.

c. The Saddlery – new fencing.  Does the height of this fence contravene the regulations?
Parish Council to report concerns to Highways

d. Bridle Ways – new fencing and new surface to the bridle way in Swan Lane. 
M Scott confirmed the Footpaths’ Officer had agreed the new surfacing and the fencing marked the boundary of the owner’s land.   

e. Signposts at the cross roads – sign to Galleywood still missing.

H Blurton reported these signs had not been fixed securely when installed initially.  The sign to Galleywood was the first to fall off and had never been found (a new sign has been ordered).  The other signs had been retrieved and had been securely fixed in place.      

f. Yellow Lines in Maldon Road – poor workmanship. 
P Savill reported the lines at the junction of Orton Close only are to be repainted.  

g. Canterburys – hedge boundary is rapidly encroaching onto Main Road.

Parish Council to report to Highways

h. Village Pot Holes - Orton Close and Pennys Lane.

M Scott confirmed the holes in Pennys Lane had been reported.

Parish Council to report pot holes in Orton Close to Highways

