A Meeting of Margaretting Parish Council took place at The Village Hall, Wantz Road on Thursday 14th April 2011 at 7.30 p.m.

Present; T Boem, W Cant, J Currie, N Marshall, P Savill (Chairman), M Scott and K Young.

In attendance; Cllr I Grundy and three members of the public.

132 Apologies for absence
Apologies were received from H Blurton and A Smith.

133 Declarations of Interest

There were no Declarations of Interest.

134 Democratic Time

a.  Blocked Ditch  W Henderson had inspected the ditch which was blocked with debris where Network Rail vehicles had been driving across the corner to gain access to Nunns Crossing.
P Savill to contact Network Rail explaining the problem had not been resolved as access was needed to the ditch to clear the blockage.
135 Minutes

The minutes of the meeting dated 10th March 2011 were agreed and signed as a true and correct record.

136 Matters Arising

a. Cycle Route – Waiting to hear back from Rosemary Wilkins.
b. Margaretting Shopper Bus Passes – In hand.

c. Height Restriction/Maldon Road - A request for improved signage had been passed onto Highways New Minor Schemes and Improvement Team.
d. H M Revenue and Customs – Clerk was waiting to receive new software.

e. Dan Taylor – No response to the PC’s invitation to attend a parish council meeting.
f. Spread Eagle – P Savill reported that she had spoken to the owner of the site who had confirmed that he would like to build residential homes on the site.  P Savill to speak to him again and explain that the PC would like to see the site developed as a village amenity.
137  Accounts

P Savill presented the end of year accounts, balances in the bank - £18,125.03 (business account) £703.56 (community account) and reserved monies at year end.  The quote of £128.00 to get the VAS sign repaired was proposed by P Savill and seconded by M Scott.

Authority was given for payment of the following;

H Blurton
    £ 79.61


A Gibbons
    £155.00


EALC Subs
    £214.46


M D Landscapes £439.20


Lisnick 
    £300.00


N Marshall
    £ 21.98


Marg. Friends
    £100.00

138  Village Sites

(i)  Repairs and Maintenance.  P Savill outlined the various quotes, it was agreed to accept Lisnicks quote to carry out the work.

(ii) War Memorial.  The price for work to the War Memorial which wasn’t included in the breakdown from FJ French was £3,224.00 plus vat.
(iii)  Bus Shelter.  Nothing further to report.  CBC to be contacted in May to find out if any funds are available.

(iv)  Grass Verge/Margaretting Tye.  It was reported that the verge had been repaired.

(v)  Strimming around Bollards.  Waiting for a quote from M D Landscapes.

(vi)  Tree/Pond.  T Boem reported that he would be seeing a tree surgeon before the next meeting and would get a quote for removing the broken tree.  The pond was looking good.  He was still waiting to hear from Ecologia concerning the monitoring and when the drums were likely to be removed.

(vii) Arthur’s Tree.  T Boem explained that since the tree had been planted the cricket team had requested it be moved. It was agreed that T Boem would do this, the representative for the cricket team on the VHMC to be asked to contact him.

(viii) Telephone box.  Clerk reported she had sent two e mails and there had been no response, she was to pass details onto P Savill.
139 Whitesbridge

M Scott showed some photos of the damaged bridge. The project manager was to let P Savill know the costs of the repairs for information.

140  Maldon Road Recreation Ground

a. Play Area – It was reported that the stolen drain cover had been replaced. Notices were yet to be made.

b. Allotments – K Young reported that there was a vacant allotment. P Savill to mention it in the newsletter.  P Savill explained there was a problem with the water supply to the allotments.

     At this juncture the meeting was closed (8.17 p.m.)

W Henderson explained that there had been a flood and someone with a key had tightened the stopcock too much and damaged it, the water company must repair this, not the PC.  The tap that he had fitted was fine. 

     The meeting was re opened (8.28p.m.)

W Cant to speak to Essex and Suffolk Water concerning the stopcock. N Marshall to change the combination on the padlock and inform the allotment holders of the new number.
141  Village Repairs

a. Village Gateways – Carried forward to May meeting.

b. Parish Council Office – H Blurton’s recommendation to apply for full planning permission costing £170.00 was agreed.

142.  Planning

M Scott reported on the planning meeting that had taken place on 11th April 2011.

11/00426/FUL & 11/00427/LBC

The Parsonage, Parsonage Lane

Demolition of existing garage, to be replaced with Oak Framed Garage/Storage Building. Storage facility within roof space – No Comments

11/00369/FUL
Little Cedars, Maldon Road

Two storey rear extension and loft conversion with front dormer window – No Comments

11/00531/FUL

Sycamore, Maldon Road

Single storey rear extension – No comments

Decisions

11/00233/FUL Whites Place Farm

Installation of a roof mounted Solar Photo Voltaic electricity system Granted

Whitewebbs Cottage.  P Savill reported that there was no further news.

Tandridge.  K Burder and D Jones who had taken over the site at Tandridge had contacted P Savill. They were clearing the bottom field and hoped to eventually graze horses. The site was to be monitored regularly by CBC. M Scott suggested the PC respond supporting them.  P Savill to respond.
143.  Correspondence

1. Aon – Council Insurance Renewal due 1st June. N Marshall to look at the schedule.

2. Councils Direct – March 2011 – J Currie to read.

3. Oyster Magazine – Spring 2011 – T Boem to read.

4. Making the Links – March 2011 – T Boem to read.

5. Annual Audit – to be returned 20th June

6. EALC – County Update no 87 – J Currie to read.

7. Royal Society for the prevention of Accidents – notification that the play area was to be inspected during May.

8. Chelmsford Council for Voluntary Service – Spring 2011 – Clerk to file

9. Handy Van/ Age UK – P Savill to pass to the Over 60s club.

144  Any Other Business

a. Queen’s Diamond Jubilee:  It was agreed the PC would consider organizing a celebration for this event.

b. Pedestrian Refuge Island:  P Savill reported that there had been a lot of positive feedback concerning the new pedestrian crossing.

c. Parish Council Elections:  P Savill reported that there was not to be an election.  J Currie was not standing as a parish councilor and Colin Quilter had been elected to take his place.  All remaining councilors had been re elected. 

A vote of thanks was given to J Currie for his many years of service as a parish councilor.
There being no other business the meeting closed at 8.53 p.m.

Next meeting Thursday 12th May at 7.30 p.m.
