A Meeting of Margaretting Parish Council took place in The Meeting Room at Margaretting Village Hall on Thursday 9th November 2023 at 7.30 p.m.
Present: H Blurton, T Paoli-Burke, C Quilter (Vice-Chairman) and D Smith. In attendance Cllr I Grundy.
52. Apologies for absence were received from S Upton and A Wallace.
53. There were no Declarations of Interest.
54. Minutes
The minutes of the meeting held on Thursday 12th October were agreed and signed as a true and correct record.
55. Accounts.
Authority was given for payment of the following;
H Blurton	£ 25.00		(Poppy Wreath)
C.C.Council	£50.00		(Lease Maldon Road Playing Field)
56. Community Matters
a. Maldon Road Playing Field. C Quilter reported that there were no problems with the playing field or play area. However, he had been contacted by the daughter of the resident in the end old people’s bungalow whose garden was surrounded by high conifer trees which was preventing his television from getting a signal. She had contacted CHP who had agreed that work could be carried out to enable him to receive a signal if the tree surgeons could have access to the playing field. The conifers are CHP’s responsibility.  She had contacted a tree surgeon for a quotation, she was going to pay for any work carried out. C Quilter explained that he would confirm the tree surgeon’s insurance and risk assessment before allowing them onto the field and H Blurton would check that there were no TPOs on the trees. The Parish Council agreed to the work being carried out after all the checks were made.
b. Allotments. The clerk reported that there was no interest in the allotments from neighbouring villages.
c. Parking at Hylands. Clerk to request that monitoring strips via LHP are put down on the A414. 
d. Bollards opposite Bishops Court. Clerk to fill in the form to apply for a licence.
e. Bench opposite school – It was reported that the new bench was in place.
f. Bench in Maldon Road Playing Field – It was agreed to wait for the dryer weather and for the conifer trees to be cut back before proceeding.
g. A12 Roadworks. Ongoing problems were discussed.
h. Pylons. Nothing new to report.
57. Village Hall Report.
D Smith reported that following the removal of the broken Farley bench the family had come forward, they had been told that the bench could be replaced as the committee still had the plaque for the bench. The Committee were still waiting to hear from the Wood family regarding Suzie’s bench. The Cricket Club had agreed to using the suggested concrete base for their shed and were to clear it with the council. The chip van wasn’t given permission to use the village hall car park, but were visiting the village on a Thursday evening. There was to be a table and chair inspection as some were damaged and all fire extinguishers were to be inspected too. There had also been a problem with the ceiling in The Meeting Room, someone was due to come and inspect the guttering and roof tiling. Some forthcoming events were reported.
58. Village Sites.
a. Copper Beech Tree at the pond. It was unanimously agreed to take the tree down after councillors had read the report and discussed the item. H Blurton to let Bartletts know and to ensure permission is gained from the local authority.
b. Roads, Pavements, Grass Verges, Rights of Way & Bridleways. It was reported that the Pot Holes in Swan Lane had been marked out except for two, which Cllr I Grundy would report.
59. Planning
23/01196/FUL El-Rita, Maldon Road
Variation of condition 2 to approved planning application 23/01196/FUL (Change of Use of existing building from storage (use class b8) to class e (office) use, with alterations to fenestration and internal alterations) to change the internal layout and external materials.
60. Any Other Business
Clerk to report the Post Box at Margaretting Tye which needs re-pointing.
Clerk to report bollards at Barr House.
Clerk to request that the double yellow lines on the bend in Maldon Road opposite Parsonage Lane are repainted.
Clerk to report that the bulb is out on the one-way sign opposite Private Road.

There being no other business the meeting closed at 8.25 p.m.
Next meeting Thursday 14th December 2023 in The Meeting Room at The Village Hall.




