Little Chesterford Parish Council

Draft Minutes of a Parish Council Meeting held on Thursday 12th September, 2019 at 7.30pm 

Present 



Chairman Robert Pumfrey, Cllr Ian Couchman, Cllr Paul Osborne, Cllr Annie 



Roberts and  Cllr 
Fiona Wilkinson.
In Attendance


3 members of the public, District Cllrs Neil Gregory and Richard Pavitt and 

Amanda Lindsell, 
Clerk to the Council.

 19/057 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were received and accepted from County Cllr John Moran.
19/058 CO-OPTION OF NEW COUNCILLOR

Robert  Leslie Davison was co-opted onto the Parish Council and completed the Notice of Co-Option which was then signed by the Clerk. 

 19/059 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Chair Pumfrey - neighbour Springwell Nursery.
Cllr Couchman - neighbour Kings Farm.

Cllr  Roberts - neighbour Kings Farm.
19/060 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

Katherine Maguire from Chesterford Research Park confirmed that the research park will soon be submitting a minor planning application to refurbish the sub-station at the back of the park and concealed by trees. Cllr Wilkinson thanked Kathryn for the update.
It was noted that white vans from the construction site have been driving through Little Chesterford, Kathryn confirmed that they have been told not to and agreed to remind the contractors.
19/061 MINUTES

The minutes of the July Parish Council Meeting  were approved by Councillors as an accurate representation and signed by Chair Robert Pumfrey.

19/062 DISTRICT COUNCILLOR`S REPORT

District Cllrs Pavitt and Gregory updated the council on the following matters;

i. Stansted Airport- The planning application has been referred back to Planning Committee. Advice from QC is that revisiting the decision is not possible, although revisiting the S106 funds is open for consideration.

ii. Local Plan - The Inspectors` response is anticipated in 4/5 weeks. The Scrutiny Committee was asked to investigate part of the Sustainability Appraisal following a complaint from a resident, and found evidence of  failure to provide timely information and some misleading information, in part human error and difficult to determine intent. 

iii. Wellcome Trust - The application submitted to South Cambs District Council includes 1500 homes and a commercial site for laboratories and offices. UDC`s objection to the application is mainly on transport grounds and also requests that the application should not be determined before the Local Plan decision has been made.

iv. Crime - Following the local increase in crime and speeding offences, a meeting has been arranged with the Chief Inspector and Roger Hirst, Police, Fire and Crime Commissioner to relay local discontent.
v. River Cam - District Cllr Pavitt confirmed that the river appears to be dying and is an important barometer to the ecological health of the district. Affinity have notified of a zone 3 critical water shortage and are engaging with UDC regarding the 40 year rainfall low. There has been no natural source to The Cam at Widdington for some time and the river only flows elsewhere due to aquifers  and sewage outflow. The Environment Agency claims responsibility lies with Anglia Water, who in turn claim Affinity are responsible, meanwhile nitrates in the river are killing all living things, which enables the river bed to silt up, reducing flow and there are fears that the river could be gone in ten years.
19/063 FINANCE

i. The clerk presented a statement of accounts and reconciliation to cash books which were agreed and signed. Cheques - 100361 - UDC - Election expenses - £115.35

   100362 - Clerk`s salary July/Aug 2019 - £189.46

were  agreed for payment and signed by Chair Pumfrey and Cllr Couchman.
ii.  It was agreed to forward a donation of £1000 to assist with the anticipated £78,000 legal fees incurred by Great Chesterford Parish Council in challenging NUGV.
19/064 PLANNING
The following comments were agreed to return to Uttlesford District Council regarding planning applications;            i. UTT/19/2098/DOC - Rambler Cottage, High Street, Little Chesterford
Application to discharge Condition 8 (Archaeology) attached to UTT/18/2812/FUL - No objections.                                                            ii. UTT/19/1960/PAQ3 - Springwell Nursery, Joseph Farm, Walden Road, Little Chesterford                                    Prior notification of change of agricultural building to 1 no. dwelling - It was agreed that the Council objects to this application for the same reasons it has objected to the previous similar applications on this site.                                                                                          iii. UTT/19/1923/HHF   - Kings Farm, High Street, Little Chesterford                                                                                 Proposed rear balcony - No objections.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 iv. UTT/19/1908/LB - Kings Farm, High Street, Little Chesterford                                                                                     Proposed rear balcony -  No objections.                                                                                                                                                                                                                          v. UTT/19/1786/FUL - Joseph Farm, Walden Road, Little Chesterford                                                                                    Conversion of former barn to 1 no. dwelling off existing access - It was agreed that the Council objects to this application for the same reasons it has objected to the previous similar applications on this site.                                                                                                                                                                                  To note the following planning decisions;                                                                                                                                      vi. UTT/19/1575/FUL - The Flats, High Street, Little Chesterford                                                                                             Conversion of two flats to one dwelling including the removal of external staircase and first floor access. Approved with conditions.                                                                                                                                                                             vii. UTT/19/1383/PAP3 - - Springwell  Nursery, Joseph Farm, Walden Road, Little Chesterford                                             Prior notification of change of agricultural building to 1 no. dwelling. Application required, prior approval refused.                                                                                                                                                                                                      viii. UTT/19/1237/HHF  - Saxon Lodge, High Street, Little Chesterford                                                                       Minor alterations to dwelling house and construction of new detached cart lodge. Approved with conditions. 
19/065 NEIGHBOURHOOD AND LOCAL PLAN

Cllr Wilkinson confirmed a pleasing 28% response to the recent survey with general overall agreement with the policy proposals. Detailed advice has been provided by UDC`s planning consultant regarding site selection  and the need for formal assessment against all the policies in the Local Plan. Results of the survey have gone to theme leads to accomodate changes. It is hoped that the Neighbourhood Plan will be completed during 2020.
District Cllrs Pavitt and Gregory left the meeting.
19/066 MEMORIAL BENCH

It was agreed that Cllr Couchman would liaise with the Village Hall committee regarding the proposed siting of a memorial bench at the front of the Village Hall, or alternatively speak with the PCC regarding locating the bench in the church yard.
It was agreed that a memorial bench would be purchased up to £500, and that the clerk would obtain and circulate quotations prior to the November meeting.

19/067 KISSING GATE

It was agreed to consider the proposed  repairs to the kissing gate at the November Council meeting.

19/068 MATTERS FOR FURTHER DISCUSSION
i. Bus shelter vandalism - requires small repair.
ii. Gigaclear update - current forecast Nov 2010

iii. Access to stables north of Springwell - Enforcement issue.

iii. CRP public presentation 19/09/19 at Little Chesterford Village Hall, 7.30pm
iv. EGM 19/09/19 - 7pm.

v. County Cllr Moran update;

        a. Request for reports of motor vehicles on footpaths/bridleways.

        b. Cycle Essex/Active Essex - with the planned and potential growth of housing in Little Chesterford, Cty Cllr Moran will be working to ensure possible initiatives are properly funded and accomodate local desire.

19/069 DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The next meeting of the Parish Council will be held at 7.30pm on Thursday 14th November.
The meeting closed at 9.00pm.         
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