Little Chesterford Parish Council

 Minutes of a Parish Council Meeting held on Thursday 8th November, 2018 at 8.00pm 

Present 



Chairman Robert Pumfrey, Cllr Ian Couchman, Cllr Lez Davison and Cllr 



Fiona Wilkinson.
In Attendance


District Cllr Julie Redfern, 1 member of the public, and Amanda 


Lindsell, Clerk to the Council.

18/053 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence  were received and accepted from Cllr Paul Blosse and Cllr Annie Roberts.
Apologies for early departure were received and accepted from District Cllr Julie Redfern.

18/054 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST.
Chair Robert Pumfrey declared a personal interest as a neighbour of the applicant to agenda item 18/057ii.
18/055 MINUTES OF LAST MEETING
The minutes of the September Parish Council Meeting  were approved by Councillors as an accurate representation and signed by Chair Robert Pumfrey.
18/056 FINANCE
The clerk presented a statement of accounts and reconciliation to cash books which were agreed and signed. Cheques -   100349 - Clerk`s salary Sept/Oct 2018 - £240.41

     100350 - Beaver Sheds Ltd - replacement bus shelter -  £2274.00

were agreed for payment and signed by Chair Pumfrey and Cllr Wilkinson.
18/057 PLANNING

i.    - Land at Rambler Cottage, High Street, Little Chesterford.

Erection of dwelling house and associated development to include demolition of existing garage and provision of dropped kerb.

It was agreed that the council would object to this application due to concerns of over-development of the site.
The following planning decision was noted;

ii. UTT/18/2275/FUL - Springwell Nursery, Joseph Farm, Little Chesterford
Construction of a new domestic garage ( revision to previously approved application UTT/18/0890/FUL ) - Approved with conditions.
18/058 NEIGHBOURHOOD AND LOCAL PLANS
i. It was agreed that despite the need for a Neighbourhood Plan, significantly more new volunteers are needed to step forward and assist before progress can be made.

District Cllr Redfern resolved to raise with UDC the exclusion of the principle of separation between Little Chesterford and Great Chesterford that is included in the current 2005 Local Plan, but omitted from the Draft Regulation 19 Local Plan.

ii. It was resolved that Cllr Wilkinson would draft and circulate to councillors a response to the Addendum of Focussed Changes to the Regulation 19 Pre-Submission Local Plan, including raising concerns that the risk of NUGV expanding further appears to have increased with the current issues faced at the West of Braintree site.

18/059 WORLD WAR 1 COMMEMORATION
The clerk confirmed that a grant had been applied for and awarded for the 9 Little Chesterford silhouettes.
It was resolved that the Council would consider contributing financially towards the commemoration event if necessary once the organisers have finalised donations and expenses.
Cllr Davison suggested that the Council purchases a commemorative bench to sit outside the Village Hall.

18/060 BUS SHELTER

Cllr Couchman confirmed that the replacement bus shelter is in situ and resolved to organise the painting of the shelter and replacing of the litter bin. Chairman Pumfrey thanked Cllr Couchman.

18/061 CHESTERFORD PARK AND AXIS LAND PARTNERSHIP

i.  It was agreed that the clerk would invite Chesterford Park to attend the January Parish Council Meeting.

It was agreed that the clerk would respond to the invitation from Axis Land Partnership suggesting that they host a public meeting in the Village Hall.
ii. The Council noted their long-standing concern that planning decisions regarding Chesterford Research Park are made by those who invest in the park and could  be considered conflicted. District Cllr Redfern clarified that council housing goes through the same process and does not think that the Council should be overly concerned. 
The Council asked whether an external body could inspect planning applications from Chesterford Research Park. District Cllr Redfern agreed to enquire as to whether this could be possible.

The Council noted their concerns over the potential for expansion and diversification at Chesterford Research Park. 
District Cllr Redfern left the meeting.

18/062 ADOPTION OF POLICIES

The council agreed to adopt the following policies;

i. The Uttlesford District Council revised Code of Conduct.

ii. Little Chesterford Standing Orders.

iii. Little Chesterford Financial Regulations.
18/063 MATTERS FOR FURTHER DISCUSSION

i.  Road conditions the other side of the bridge, large pot holes, flooding, pot holes not visible in the rain, sunken drains.
ii. Weight limit sign for large vehicles near the bus shelter not working - clerk to report.
iii. New PC website, clerk to attempt to transfer historic minutes and finance documents.

iv. Adoption of the footpath around the park, Highways say it is not adopted, but footpath markers put up by Highways have been seen.

18/064 DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The next meeting of the Parish Council will be held at 8pm on Thursday 10th January, 2019.
The meeting closed at 9.45pm.         
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