Little Chesterford Parish Council

Draft Minutes of the Annual Parish Council Meeting held on Thursday 9th May, 2019 at 7.30pm 

Present 



Chairman Robert Pumfrey, Cllr Ian Couchman and Cllr Annie Roberts.
In Attendance


2 members of the public, and Amanda Lindsell, Clerk to the Council.

19/032 ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN

Cllr Pumfrey was nominated as Chairman
Proposed; Cllr Couchman.  Seconded; Cllr Roberts.
There were no other nominations.

Cllr Pumfrey was unanimously elected Chairman and signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office of Chairman which was countersigned by the Clerk as Proper Officer of the Council.

19/033 ELECTION OF VICE-CHAIRMAN

Cllr Couchman was nominated as Vice-Chairman.
Proposed; Cllr Roberts.  Seconded; Cllr Pumfrey.
There were no other nominations.

Cllr Couchman was unanimously elected Vice-Chairman and signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office of Chairman which was countersigned by the Clerk as Proper Officer of the Council.

 19/034 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

None.
19/035 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
None.
19/036 PUBLIC PARTICPATION

Cllr Wilkinson arrived.
A member of the public requested clarity regarding the Thomas Hills Charity as they believed the charity was open to Great and Little Chesterford residents, but having responded to a recent Googlegroup notice about the charity, have now been informed that the charity is only available to Great Chesterford residents. It was suggested that a request to the Thomas Hill Charity for a copy of their constitution would resolve the matter.
An update was requested regarding the Little Chesterford charities and Cllr Wilkinson confirmed that she sits on the Halls and Nash Charity, which is an educational charity with a small fund it tends to distribute between the Scouts, Guides and school swimming fund. It was suggested that interested parties could get further information from Carol Purdey.
19/037 MINUTES

The minutes of the April Parish Council Meeting  were approved by Councillors as an accurate representation and signed by Chair Robert Pumfrey.

19/038 FINANCE

i. The clerk presented a statement of accounts and reconciliation to cash books which were agreed and signed. Cheques - 100354 - EALC/NALC Affiliation 2019/20 - £67.30


   100355 - Clerk`s salary March/April 2019- £334.66

were  agreed for payment and signed by Chair Pumfrey and Cllr Wilkinson.

ii. It was agreed that a donation of £375 would be given to the Parochial Church Council of St Mary’s Church, Little Chesterford,  to assist with the maintenance of the churchyard.    
iii. It was agreed that village charities has been discussed sufficiently within public participation

iv. The asset register was approved at a total of £7830.

v.  It was resolved that as a smaller authority whose gross annual income or gross annual expenditure does not exceed £25,000 the council are exempt from sending the Annual Governance and Accountability Return to the external auditor for a limited assurance review, provided the council;                                                                                       a. completes the Certificate of Exemption and returns it to the external auditor.                                                                             b. completes the Annual Governance and Accountability Return.    
The Clerk completed the Certificate of Exemption AGAR 2018/19 Part 2 which was then signed by the Chairman and Responsible Financial Officer.                                                                                      
                                            vi. The Clerk read through the Section 1 Annual Governance Statement of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2018/19 which was then approved and signed by the Chairman and Clerk.                                                                                                                                   vii. The annual accounts were approved,  alongside the Section 2 Accounting Statements 2018/19, which were also signed by the Chairman and Clerk.

viii. The Council noted the completion of the Notice of Public Rights and Publication of Annual Governance and Accountability Return ( Exempt Authority) which will be displayed from 14th June 2019,  making available the Annual Governance and Accountability Return and associated documents on application to the clerk, between 17/06/19 and 26/07/19.                                                                                              
19/039 PLANNING

The following planning decisions were noted;
 i. UTT/19/0302/HHF - Highfield House, London Road, Little Chesterford 

Change existing rendered boundary wall to a face brickwork design with decorative wrought iron railings. Approved. 

ii. UTT/19/0347/NMA - Building 60, Chesterford Park , Little Chesterford

Non material amendment to planning application UTT/17/3111/FUL - Changes to hard standing area for parking 
spaces and road ways, relocation of cycle parking spaces, removal of chiller enclosure, re grading of the landscaping and removal of the retaining wall and external seating, re-pitching of the roof profile and enlargement of turrets, enlargement/addition of doors and windows and changes to material of cladding of north elevation. Approved

iii. UTT/18/3063/FUL - Joseph Farm, Walden Road, Little Chesterford

Conversion of former barn to 1 no. dwelling off existing access. Withdrawn
19/040 NEIGHBOURHOOD AND LOCAL PLANS

Cllr Wilkinson confirmed that the Local Plan is with the Planning Inspectors, who have put questions to UDC, some of which were identical to issues LCPC raised in response to the Plan. The public hearings will be held in July, although the Council have not requested to be represented at the hearings. 

Cllr Roberts detailed Great Chesterford Parish Council`s request to the fundraising group to set their target at £50,000, and provided details of a fundraising dog show being organised for 29th June, 2019.
Cllr Wilkinson detailed her work with Great Chesterford Parish Council to move the Neighbourhood Plan forward, including draft ideas for planning policies and objectives to help protect against speculative development. It has recently been discovered that the protection only lasts for two years once the Plan is in place and there is a meeting tomorrow to discuss this further. If the Plan proceeds Cllr Wilkinson will be providing a presentation at the Great Chesterford Annual Parish Meeting on 22nd May, 2019.

Newly elected District Councillors Neil Gregory and Richard Pavitt arrived.
Cllr Wilkinson proceeded to detail the draft objectives and policies,  including the promotion of safe and sustainable transport, pedestrian use of the railway, safe pedestrian access to and between the villages, promotion of cycle routes and the preservation of land for educational uses. Open spaces and recreational facilities will be promoted and enhanced, and settlement separation gaps will be defined to prevent coalescence. Historic sites, important views and important local wildlife habitats will be preserved and enhanced and development must follow existing  patterns, linear in Little Chesterford and unsupportive of backfill. The draft Plan will support the development of 70 additional houses across the communities over 15 years, with approximately 10 being allocated within Little Chesterford.
19/041 MEMORIAL BENCH

It was resolved to consider the memorial bench at the July meeting.
19/042 GIGACLEAR

The clerk detailed her meeting with Gigaclear`s Community Engagement Officer in April, who confirmed that Gigaclear will be bringing superfast fibre broadband to Little Chesterford. the work is currently forecast for June. It was resolved that the Clerk would request an update on dates as there are currently no details of  road works at that time.

19/043 MATTERS FOR FURTHER DISCUSSION

i.  Co-option of new Councillors.
ii. Defibrillator - It was noted that there is now a defibrillator located on the external wall of the Village Hall. Access to the cabinet is through the 999 service.

19/044 DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The next meeting of the Parish Council will be held at 7.30pm on Thursday 11th July.
The meeting closed at 8.45pm.         

2 | Page

