Little Chesterford Parish Council

Draft Minutes of a Parish Council Meeting held on Thursday 10th January, 2019 at 7.30pm 

Present 



Chairman Robert Pumfrey, Cllr Paul Blosse, Cllr Ian Couchman, Cllr Lez 




Davison and Cllr Fiona Wilkinson.
In Attendance


District Cllr Julie Redfern,  10 members of the public, and Amanda Lindsell, 

Interim Clerk to the Council.

Chairman Robert Pumfrey informed the meeting that parish clerk Alan Cattley has sadly passed away, and extended the Council`s sincere condolences to Alan`s wife and family.

19/014  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for early departure  were received and accepted from Cllr Paul Blosse and District Cllr Julie Redfern.
Apologies for absence were received and accepted from Cllr Annie Roberts.
19/015 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Chairman Pumfrey declared a personal interest in agenda item 19/020vi.
19/017 ASPIRE
Chairman Robert Pumfrey welcomed Julian Cobourne, Senior Asset Manager at Aviva Investors who acts on behalf of Chesterford Park GP Limited (the joint venture between Aviva Life & Pensions and Aspire (CRP) Limited), the owners of Chesterford Park.

Julian introduced Lucy Bannerman - Asset Manager, Katherine Maguire - Park Manager and Martin Sylvester – Churchmanor Estates – Development Partner, and went on to detail the history of Chesterford Park.

1939 - Jewish hospital for incurables.

1952 - sold to pest control for £18,000

1993 - Schering acquires the park, mainly researching crops.

1998 -  Aviva Investors involvement commences with Church Manor.

2005 - The Nucleus opened - a central facilities building incorporating a bar, gym and meeting rooms.

2012 - The Science Village opened.

2017 - Aspire Ltd acquires a 50% share in the park.

Julian detailed the 350,000sq ft of developed space and the replacement of old buildings with state of the art buildings in a beautiful parkland setting, and confirmed the park as an integral part of the South Cambs biotech cluster and one of Europe`s strongest knowledge based locations, key to Cambridge University and ideally located for the travel network.
Key early infrastructure developments put in place to allow development  have included the new roundabout and access road, The Nucleus and a £1.25million power upgrade. Further infrastructure developments have included a superfast broadband network, enhanced security and transport links including a commuter coach service, train station mini-bus and a lift share scheme.

In 2015 pre-let building The Robinson was built, designed around the occupier`s requirements and specifications of 70,000sq ft  and enabling Charles River Laboratories to combine operations and 180 staff into a state of the art purpose built facility.

Building 50 was a refurbished existing building occupying 20,000 sq ft re-let and offering space more quickly but with no lower specifications.
In 2012 the Science Village was a speculative development creating 16 multi-occupier flexible R&D suites of 1515-1993sq ft which can amalgamate or stand alone, each suite offering lab, write up and office space.

The original 2003 master plan covered 650-700,000sq ft and current proposed extension of the master plan increases up to 1million sq ft in the future. Proposed growth will be occupier-led and buildings designed accordingly. The Newnham Building is a current project of up to 39,813 sq ft offering 4 suites of 8/9000 sq ft and will be completed in 2020, 3 of the 4 suites are already let.

There is currently no animal research at the Park, and this will be the position going forward.
Following concerns raised regarding rat-running through Little Chesterford village the Park Manager confirmed that Chesterford Park actively encourage car sharing, provide mini-bus and coach for commuters, advise new staff not to drive through the village, and send reminders when necessary. The Park Manager requested that residents email her with number plates details of vehicles  seen speeding through the village.
Following concerns raised regarding the mini-bus driving through the village the Park Manager agreed  that the mini-bus driver would be encouraged to not drive through the village.
It was noted that road width restrictions in the village, not completed due to lack of funds could be requested for implementation in response to further development applications.
The Park Manager confirmed that the old waste plant was replaced 8 years ago and is a sealed modular unit and the current works near the roundabout are water pump improvements which will not impact the village.

It was agreed that the Park and the Council would work together to reducing speeding through the village, introduce bi-annual meetings and generally work to improve communications between the Park and the Council. The Council noted their appreciation of the Park`s involvement and contributions to the village and thanked the team for attending.
19/016 PUBLIC PARTICPATION

District Cllr Julie Redfern detailed UDC`s investment in Chesterford Research Park which filled a £1.7million hole in the UDC budget last year where a 1% increase in the UDC part of council tax would have only generated £55,000. District Cllr Julie Redfern went on to explain that this is the first time UDC have invested this way and that is why all the eggs appear to be in one basket, although she approves of the decision due to the myriad of businesses at the Park and the fact that the investment remains in the district.
19/018 MINUTES OF LAST MEETING
The minutes of the January Parish Council Meeting  were approved by Councillors as an accurate representation and signed by Chair Robert Pumfrey.
Cllr Couchman confirmed that the homeowner does not believe he is responsible for clearing silt in the ditch by The Manor.

It was agreed that Cllr Couchman would discuss the possibility of replacing the stile at the bottom of Crow Hill with a kissing gate with the landowner, for consideration at the May PC meeting.
19/019 FINANCE
i. The clerk presented a statement of accounts and reconciliation to cash books which were agreed and signed. Cheque - 100352- Interim Clerk`s salary Jan/Feb 2019- £207.91

was  agreed for payment and signed by Chair Pumfrey and Cllr Wilkinson.
ii. The Council agreed payment of £450 in outstanding salary from 2017/18 to the clerk.
The council resolved to use their permitted discretion to extend the sick pay period from 6 months to one year as detailed in The National Agreement on Pay and Conditions of Service of the National Joint Council (NJC) for Local Government Services Part 2- 10.4 as applicable to the current contract.
The Council agreed payment of £450 in sick pay from May 2018 to March 2019 to the clerk.
Cheque - 100353 - Clerk`s outstanding salary and sick pay - £900.00
was  agreed for payment and signed by Chair Pumfrey and Cllr Wilkinson.

It was resolved that Cllr Wilkinson would send  a card and flowers to Alan`s wife Janet on behalf of the Council and residents of Little Chesterford.

19/020 PLANNING

i. UTT/19/0302/HHF - Highfield House London Road Little Chesterford 

Change existing rendered boundary wall to a face brickwork design with decorative wrought iron railings. No comment.
ii. UTT/19/0347/NMA - Building 60 Chesterford Park Little Chesterford

Non material amendment to planning application UTT/17/3111/FUL - Changes to hard standing area for parking spaces and road ways, relocation of cycle parking spaces, removal of chiller enclosure, regrading of the landscaping and removal of the retaining wall and external seating, re-pitching of the roof profile and enlargement of turrets, enlargement/addition of doors and windows and changes to material of cladding of north elevation. No objection, Cllr Wilkinson to confirm that permeable tarmac will be utilised.
The following planning decisions were noted;

iii. UTT/18/3514/DOC- Highfield House London Road Little Chesterford

Application to discharge Condition 1 (details of gates) attached to UTT/17/1817/HHF dated 18 August 2017.
 Conditions discharged in full.

iv. UTT/18/3465/NMA - Highfield House London Road Little Chesterford

Non Material Amendment to UTT/17/1817/HHF - Change existing store room doors to window and create access off internal layout. Approved.

v. UTT/18/3456/NMA - Highfield House London Road Little Chesterford

Non Material Amendment to UTT/17/1817/HHF - Change existing rendered boundary wall to a facebrick work design with decorative wrought iron railings. Refused.

vi. UTT/18/3260/PAP3Q -  Barn at Springwell Nursery, Joseph Farm, Walden Road, Little Chesterford

Prior notification of change of agricultural building to one dwelling. Application required.

vii. UTT/18/3048/FUL - Land Rear Of Millfield Walden Road Little Chesterford 
New dwelling with single garage and access via extended driveway from Walden Road. Approved.

viii. UTT/18/3143/HHF - Rectory Farm Lodge Walden Road Little Chesterford

Erection of first floor extension over existing property and erection of one and two storey side extensions. Approved.
19/021 NEIGHBOURHOOD AND LOCAL PLANS
Cllr Wilkinson confirmed that the Council response to the Local Plan Sustainability Appraisal was circulated prior to submission and that the Neighbourhood Plan is progressing. The vision has been drafted, and the team are currently working on objectives, draft policies and investigating what further works are required.
District Cllr Julie Redfern offered to assist with the housing needs survey.

District Cllr Julie Redfern left the meeting.

19/022 MEMORIAL BENCH
It was agreed that the proposed purchase of a memorial bench would be considered at the May meeting.
19/023 ANNUAL PARISH MEETING AND ANNUAL PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
It was agreed that the Annual Parish Council Meeting and Annual Parish Meeting  would run consecutively commencing at 7.30pm and 8.30pm on Thursday 9th May, 2019
19/024 MATTERS FOR FURTHER DISCUSSION

i.  Memorial bench.
ii. Election 2nd May 2019. Nominations must be submitted to the Committee Room, UDC Offices  between 25/03/19 and 4pm on 03/04/19. Nomination papers were distributed and are available from the clerk or UDC. Further details  are available on the election briefing circulated by the clerk by email. All wishing to stand for the Parish Council must submit nomination papers.

iii. Cllr Couchman shared a quote of £400 for concrete spurs for the kissing gate by Back Lane.

iv. The footpath around The Park is confirmed by Essex Highways as a public footpath although it is not yet updated on the definitive map.
v. Gate repair ( other side of the bridge) reported to Essex County Cllr John Moran, confirmed as no remedial works required.

vi. Unauthorised works at the north side entrance at Springwell Place reported to UDC and ECC. PC to follow up with enforcement.

19/025 DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The next meeting of the Parish Council will be held at 7.30pm on Thursday 9th May.
The meeting closed at 9.40pm.         
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