Little Chesterford Parish Council

Draft Minutes of a Parish Council Meeting held on Thursday 11th July, 2019 at 7.30pm 

Present 



Chairman Robert Pumfrey, Cllr Ian Couchman, Cllr Annie Roberts and  Cllr 



Fiona Wilkinson.
In Attendance


1 member of the public, District Cllr Richard Pavitt and Amanda Lindsell, 

Clerk to the Council.

 19/045 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were received and accepted from District Cllr Neil Gregory.
19/046 CO-OPTION OF NEW COUNCILLOR

Paul Osborne was co-opted onto the Parish Council and completed the Notice of Co-Option which was then signed by the Clerk. Chair Robert Pumfrey welcomed Cllr Osborne onto the Council.

 19/047 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Chair Pumfrey - neighbour Springwell Nursery.
Cllr Osborne - neighbour Saxon Lodge.

19/048 PUBLIC PARTICPATION

None.
19/049 MINUTES

The minutes of the May Parish Council Meeting  were approved by Councillors as an accurate representation and signed by Chair Robert Pumfrey.

19/050 DISTRICT COUNCILLOR`S REPORT

District Cllr Pavitt detailed stage one of the Local Plan examination by the Inspectors last week, with stage two to follow next week focussing entirely on garden communities. Great Chesterford`s QC has made quite an impression. The examination has been informal with everyone allowed to speak on their previously submitted topics. District Cllr Pavitt anticipates that after next week, there will be a pause of a few months, followed by the Inspector's response. Issues raised to date include the Plan claiming  unrealistic delivery by 2022, which won`t actually occur until 2025, erasing the five year housing supply.
District Cllr Pavitt went on to detail a productive meeting with District Cllr Gregory, Elfreda Tealby-Watson and Julian Cobourne and Martyn Sylvester from Chesterford Research Park, plus representatives from Aspire, although acknowledging issues preventing the public using the road through Little Chesterford to access Chesterford Research Park as the highway is a public right of way. 
Katherine Maguire from Chesterford Research Park explained that CRP have experimented with ANPR cameras and received a hostile response due to GDPR regulations. Katherine went on to confirm that regular email communications are sent to occupiers at CRP requesting neighbourly behaviour and noted the erection of large sign on exiting the park asking drivers to be neighbourly and not drive through Little Chesterford, plus flyers and posters at the park reinforcing the message, and discussion in meetings and comments on Twitter. Katherine confirmed that vehicles were recorded coming from the village and accessing the park and generic emails were sent out detailing key offenders, and noted that trials have been conducted on the Chesterford shuttle bus and it has been agreed that it can meet the trains without travelling through Great or Little Chesterford.

Chair Pumfrey thanked  CRP for their actions, and expressed hope that the interaction can continue.
Cllr Couchman detailed difficulty in contacting District Councillors by email and District Cllr Pavitt agreed to look into it. District Cllr Pavitt went on to detail a meeting with Rissa Long from Essex Highways who confirmed that action can only be taken where there is a speeding or safety issue. District Cllr Pavitt also noted his request that Essex Highways are proactive rather than reactive to protecting The Chesterfords from NUGV.

19/051 FINANCE

i. The clerk presented a statement of accounts and reconciliation to cash books which were agreed and signed. Cheques - 100356 - Internal Audit - Mrs Y Morton - £50.00

   100357 - BHIB - annual insurance premium - £335.24


   100358 - Clerk`s salary May/June 2019 - £204.66


   100359 - St Mary`s Church Council - maintenance grant - £375.00


   100360 - Information Commissioners Office - data registration -  £40.00

were  agreed for payment and signed by Chair Pumfrey and Cllr Wilkinson.

ii. The Internal audit report was noted.
iii. The Council agreed payment of the Data Protection Fee of £40.00 to register with the Information Commissioner`s Office in compliance with the Data Protection Act 1998.
19/053 NEIGHBOURHOOD AND LOCAL PLANS
It was noted that StopNUGV have raised £28,000, GCPC have budgeted £25,000 and a further £25,000 is needed to meet the anticipated costs. Cllr Roberts confirmed that a communication had previously been despatched to Little Chesterford residents requesting financial support to help fund the anticipated £78,000 legal fees to challenge NUGV, and it was agreed that Cllr Wilkinson would draft and circulate a note to send out in named envelopes, encouraging donations. 
The Council resolved to consider a donation of £1000 to the fund, at their September meeting.

Cllr Wilkinson confirmed that all residents should receive a survey on the Neighbourhood Plan draft outline policies to complete this week and encouraged all residents to complete the survey either online or on paper, which can be dropped in the box in St Mary`s Church porch.

Cllr Wilkinson explained that the next stage will be expanding the policies with evidence and integrating them on a policies map, and this will be discussed at a meeting planned for Wednesday 17th July at 7.30pm in The Plough, Great Chesterford. 

District Cllr Pavitt left the meeting.

Cllr Wilkinson went on to explain and shared detailed maps using felt tip pen to highlight different matters, including important views, housing allocation, open spaces, green screening, employment areas, conservation areas, buffer zones and flood plains. The key policy is to maintain space between the two villages and as the Neighbourhood Plan has to be pro-growth a 10% growth rate over 15 years is proposed, requiring 70 new homes, 10 of which are suggested at a site on the main road opposite Rectory Farm. Another suggestion is to allocate 70 new homes on the edge of Great Chesterford, split 50/50 either side of London Road next to Ash Green and Granta Close.
For Little Chesterford specifically the meadow is a protected open space, as is the historic centre, flint walls and banks are highlighted to protect the appearance of the sunken road and new historic important views are proposed to protect from development.

Cllr Wilkinson confirmed that if in agreement in September/October there will be further consultation.

19/039 PLANNING

The following comments were agreed to return to Uttlesford District Council regarding planning applications;            i. UTT/19/1383/PAP3 - Springwell  Nursery, Joseph Farm, Walden Road, Little Chesterford                                             Prior notification of change of agricultural building to 1 no. dwelling. The Council objects to this application due to noise, unsustainability, access and also the assessment being carried out so as to not represent the normal functioning of the nursery.                                                                                                                                                                                                     ii. UTT/19/1237/HHF  - Saxon Lodge, High Street, Little Chesterford                                                                       Minor alterations to dwelling house and construction of new detached cart lodge. The Council does not object to this application, but notes that care must be taken to not affect the operation of the culvert.                                                    iii. UTT/19/1575/FUL - The Flats, High Street, Little Chesterford                                                                                      Conversion of two flats to one dwelling including the removal of external staircase and first floor access. The Council does not object to this application, but notes the alteration caused to the housing mix.                                      The following planning decisions were noted;                                                                                                                           iv. UTT/19/1214/DOC - West Lodge, Walden Road, Little Chesterford                                                                                      Application to discharge Condition 3 (Landscaping), attached to UTT/16/3682/HHF dated 25.5.2017 Conditions discharged in full.                                                                                                                                                                              v. UTT/19/0622/HHF - Levant House, High Street, Little Chesterford
Proposed ground floor rear extension. Approved with conditions.
Cllr Roberts left the meeting.
19/054 MEMORIAL BENCH

It was resolved to consider the memorial bench once a suitable site has been located.
19/055 MATTERS FOR FURTHER DISCUSSION

i. Kissing gate.
ii. Planning Committee date - UTT/19/0573/OP.
iii. CRP public presentation 19/09/19 at Little Chesterford Village Hall.

19/056 DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The next meeting of the Parish Council will be held at 7.30pm on Thursday 12th September.
The meeting closed at 9.18pm.         
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