Little Chesterford Parish Council

Draft Minutes of a Parish Council Meeting held on Thursday 10th January, 2019 at 7.30pm 

Present 



Chairman Robert Pumfrey, Cllr Ian Couchman, Cllr Lez Davison, Cllr Annie 



Roberts  and Cllr 
Fiona Wilkinson.
In Attendance


2 members of the public, and Amanda Lindsell, Clerk to the Council.

19/001  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence  were received and accepted from District Cllr Julie Redfern.

The Chairman of Great Chesterford Parish Council Neil Gregory asked the Council to consider;

i. South Cambs District Council planning application S/4329/18/OL - Wellcome Trust Genome Campus, Cambridge Road, Hinxton, Saffron Walden. Chairman Gregory resolved to forward on notes from the South Cambs Planning Meeting  next week.

Cllr Paul Blosse arrived. 

ii. Raising the Precept to enable a £5000 donation towards legal fees to fight the NUGV and Local Plan. Great Chesterford Parish Council raised their precept 50% 2018/19 and has budgeted an additional £25,000 for 2019/20. It is anticipated that total costs to end of inspection will exceed £100,000, there is currently £15,000 in the Action Group account.

Chairman Gregory thanked the Council for their consideration and left the meeting.
19/002 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST.
None
19/003 MINUTES OF LAST MEETING
The minutes of the November Parish Council Meeting  were approved by Councillors as an accurate representation and signed by Chair Robert Pumfrey.
19/004 FINANCE
i. The clerk presented a statement of accounts and reconciliation to cash books which were agreed and signed. Cheques - 100351 - Clerk`s salary Nov/Dec 2018 - £214.41

was  agreed for payment and signed by Chair Pumfrey and Cllr Wilkinson.
ii. The 2019/20 Budget was agreed as £2767.00.
iii. The 2019/20 Precept was agreed as £2500.00.

It was agreed that Cllr Couchman would draft and circulate for comments a letter to residents explaining  that the Council had considered significantly increasing the Precept to enable a donation towards the anticipated in excess of £100,000 cost of legal fees relating to the Local Plan and NUGV, but was instead requesting that parishioners donated as they felt appropriate.

19/005 PLANNING

i. UTT/18/3048/FUL - Land rear of Millfield, Walden Road, Little Chesterford

New dwelling with single garage and access via extended driveway from Walden Road. The Council objects to this application and considers it to be back fill. The Council is also concerned about the width of the access driveway.
The following planning decisions were noted;

ii. UTT/18/3514/DOC - Highfield House, London Road, Little Chesterford

Application to discharge condition one (details of gates) attached to UTT/17/1817/HHF. Conditions discharged in full.
iii. UTT/18/2812/FUL - Land at Rambler Cottage, High Street, Little Chesterford.

 Erection of dwelling house and associated development, to include demolition of existing garage and provision of dropped kerb.  Approved with conditions.

iv. UTT/18/3297/SCO - Land to the south west of London Road, Great Chesterford

Request for screening opinion for proposed development of circa 76 dwellings including provision of new vehicular and pedestrian access, public open space, SuD`s and landscaping. Opinion given.

To ratify comments returned to Uttlesford District Council regarding planning applications;

v. UTT/18/3260/PAP3Q -  Barn at Springwell Nursery, Joseph Farm, Walden Road, Little Chesterford

Prior notification of change of agricultural building to one dwelling. Objected.
vi. UTT/18/3143/HHF - Rectory Farm Lodge, Walden Road, Little Chesterford

Erection of first floor extension over existing property and erection of one and two storey side extensions. Supported.
vii. UTT/18/3063/FUL - Joseph Farm, Walden Road, Little Chesterford

Conversion of former barn to one dwelling off existing access. Objected.
viii. Cllr Wilkinson confirmed that Great Chesterford Parish Council have already met with Axis Land Partnership and note their concerns including the location of the proposed development, the potential for further growth outside the village envelope and infill between the Chesterfords, poor access to village facilities and road safety. Benefits suggested by GCPC  include  a play / recreation area within the development and a new pedestrian bridge crossing to improve access into the village.
Axis Land Partnership are hosting  a consultation meeting on Wednesday 23rd January 3-8pm in Little Chesterford Village Hall, it was noted that only half of the village have received notification about the meeting. Clerk to chase. It was agreed that Cllr Wilkinson will draft a response after the meeting and circulate for approval.
ix. The following topics were agreed for discussion with Aspire at the March Council meeting;
a. General traffic issues.

b. Survey results.
c. Details of implementation of their Sustainable Transport Plan.

d. Mini-bus route.

e. Transparency and conflicts of interest issues.

f. Engagement with the Parish Council and residents.

It was agreed that the Council supports the Butterfly Conservation Officer`s work and grant application to improve the habitat for licorice and four spotted moths in the area.
19/006 NEIGHBOURHOOD AND LOCAL PLANS
i. Cllr Wilkinson detailed the issues raised by the AECOM report commissioned by UDC to look at their Sustainability Appraisal within the Reg 19 Draft Local Plan. The Revised Appraisal  and Summary of Addendum Representations are due for consideration at a UDC meeting 10/01/19 and the District Council intends to still submit to the Inspector before the end of January. 
The Council noted that Great Chesterford Station, which was initially deemed unsuitable at the Call for Sites, has been retrofitted into the plan, despite no consultation being held.  

ii. Cllr Wilkinson confirmed that Richard Pavitt is leading the Neighbourhood Plan.
19/007 SPEED LIMIT
It was agreed that Cllr Blosse would forward historic communications requesting the speed limit be reduced to 20mph through the village to the clerk to liaise with County Cllr Moran and Rissa Long of Essex Highways.
19/008 DITCH MAINTENANCE

It was noted that the silt is level with the top of the culvert in the ditch by The Manor. It was agreed that Cllr Couchman would liaise with the homeowner and request that the ditch is cleared.

19/009 KISSING GATES ON THE MEADOW FOOTPATHS

It was resolved to replace the stile on the meadow footpath with a kissing gate and it was agreed that Cllr Couchman would contact Essex Highways regarding necessary permission

19/010 ADOPTION OF POLICIES

The council agreed to adopt the following policies;

i. Publication Scheme. 

ii. Complaints Procedure. 

iii. Data Protection Policy. 

iv. Freedom of Information. 

v. Equality Policy. 

19/011 WORLD WAR 1 COMMEMORATION
i.  The clerk confirmed the completion and submission of the End of Award Report.

ii. The Council noted that upon receipt of a final invoice for £128.34 ( and £25.66 VAT) the final figures for the Commemoration are;
Donations received £8513.29.

Total Expenditure £9352.09.

VAT to be reclaimed £1406.30.

Surplus being donated to the Royal British Legion £567.50.

The 9 Little Chesterford silhouettes are being kept at St Mary`s Church, Little Chesterford.

19/012 MATTERS FOR FURTHER DISCUSSION

i.  Memorial bench
19/013 DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The next meeting of the Parish Council will be held at 8pm on Thursday 14th March, 2019.
The meeting closed at 9.34pm.         
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