Little Chesterford Parish Council

Draft Minutes of an Extra-Ordinary Parish Council Meeting held on Wednesday 3rd April, 2019 at 7.30pm 

Present 



Chairman Robert Pumfrey, Cllr Ian Couchman, Cllr Annie Roberts and Cllr 



Fiona Wilkinson.
In Attendance


District Cllr Julie Redfern,  1 member of the public, and Amanda Lindsell, 

Clerk to the Council.

19/026 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were received and accepted from Cllr Paul Blosse and Cllr Lez Davison.
19/027 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
None.
19/028 PUBLIC PARTICPATION
None.
19/029 PLANNING

i. UTT/19/0622/HHF - Levant House, High Street, Little Chesterford
Proposed ground floor rear extension. No objections.

ii. UTT/19/0573/OP - Land to the south west of London Road, Little Chesterford.

Outline application with all matters reserved except for access for the development of up to 76 dwellings, including provision of vehicular and pedestrian access, public open space and hard and soft landscaping.
It was agreed that the council strongly objects to this application on the following grounds;
a. This site was dismissed as unsuitable from the original call for sites.

b. The coalescence between Little and Great Chesterford is contrary to the NPPF, the two parishes are different and distinct and wish to remain so.

c.  The location of the vehicular access to the site, outside the village speed limit and village boundary, on a long, straight stretch of road in the countryside where speeding is commonplace is unacceptable, and unsafe and as such is contrary to NPPF policies S7 and HI.
d. The proposal is considered unsustainable due to the significant distance from the proposed development to facilities or services within either Little of Great Chesterford. 
e. The proposal puts additional strain on services such as doctors and schools already under strain from significant local development of approximately 25% in the last 5 years, with no infrastructural support.
f. Only train commuters could walk to their departure point, there are no suitably located bus stops, resulting in a car dependent development.
g. Concerns were raised that all vehicles travelling south will drive through Little Chesterford, Littlebury or past Audley End, encouraging rat runs past historic buildings and through communities.
h. The noise and vibration survey carried out on behalf of AXIS shows that the site is unfit for human habitation due to noise and vibration from both the railway, M11 and London Road, B1383. The consultants appear to circumnavigate this issue without addressing it, claiming that normal sound insulation would suffice for the houses facing the road, except better glazing etc would be necessary and gardens and amenity areas would need solid barrier screening and that the houses by the railway line would need special foundations isolating the houses from the ground. 

It was resolved that the clerk would contact County Cllr John Moran and request an update on Essex Highway`s response to this application.

19/030 MATTERS FOR FURTHER DISCUSSION

i.  Parochial Church Council of St Mary`s Church , Little Chesterford`s request for financial assistance with the cost of churchyard ,maintenance ( £700 last year, mainly on mowing).
ii. Gigaclear Meeting feedback.

iii. Asset Register - notice board, 2 x benches, 3 x bus shelters, various bins.

iv. Neighbourhood Plan update. 
19/031 DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The next meeting of the Parish Council will be held at 7.30pm on Thursday 9th May.
The meeting closed at 8.10pm.         
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