Little Chesterford Parish Council

Minutes of a Parish Council Meeting held on Thursday 9th November 2023 at 7.30pm 

Present: Cllr Robert Pumfrey, Cllr Wilkinson, Cllr Helen Rayner, Cllr Ian Couchman Cllr Paul Osborne.
In Attendance: County Cllr Gadd, District Cllr Gregory, District Cllr Pavitt 
 23/062APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were received and noted from Cllr Lez Davison, District Cllr Gregory. 
23/063 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Cllr Wilkinson, Cllr Ian Couchman 23/081 consider response to planning inspector for UTT/22/3321/OP Land Rear of Woodene. Cllr Pumfrey 23/081 UTT/23/2619/CLP replacement gates Saxon Lodge.
23/064 MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETINGS

The minutes of the September 2023 Parish Council Meeting were approved by Councillors as an accurate representation. Chair signed the minutes.

23/065 COUNTY AND DISTRICT COUNCILLOR REPORTS

County Cllr Gadd – 20mph speed limit for village. Positive comments received from village following consultation lead by Cllr Davison.
ECC have recently launched a consultation on their waste strategy. The last one seems to have largely failed, having adopted relatively low recycling targets and then missed them, and having been centred around one large plant designed to produce combustible waste which is now being demolished. The Independent group at ECC proposed a motion at last month’s Full Council meeting to ask ECC to focus on recycling rather than incineration / waste from energy, but that was voted down;
On the recycling centres, ECC regard their bookings trial as a success, even though it doesn’t help Saffron Walden. They currently out to consultation with a view to making it permanent; feedback to ECC in relation to the Saffron Walden Recycling Centre is clearly against any booking system. Please encourage residents to participate in the consultation.
District Cllrs Pavitt and Gregory – Local plan moving forward but work still required to get the plan in the proper format.

Housing proposal for Stumps Cross appears to back on the agenda and needs monitoring. 
23/066 PLANNING
The following responses were agreed to be returned to Uttlesford District Council relating to planning:

UTT/23/2619/CLP Proposed replacement gates.  Saxon Lodge
Response
Little Chesterford Parish Council notes that the applicant has made no submission of the design of the gate, and that the old photographs that they have submitted only show a historic gate post of approximately 1m adjoining a taller built pillar.  A 1.8 meter solid gate across the wide driveway would be visually intrusive and out of character with the rest of the village, there being no other gates of this height abutting any road.  It would impact the setting of several heritage assets, being immediately adjacent to the Historic Core Of Little Chesterford which comprises the open space and setting of the Grade II listed Church and Grade I Listed Hall, as described in the Great and Little Chesterford Neighbourhood Plan Policy  GLNCP/5.  The site is also adjacent to the Grade II listed bridge over the River Cam. We suggest that a gate 1 meter high, or perhaps a gate with an open design for the portion over meter high would be appropriate in this setting. 

UTT/23/2298/CLLB | Taking down and reinstatement of the existing lath and plaster section details and areas of lath and plaster walling following a water leak. | The Old House 

This application has now been refused, as it did not contain a schedule of works as described and there was therefore insufficient information to determine it. We should expect to see it return. 

No response required.

UTT/22/3321/OP | Outline application with all matters reserved for a proposed new detached dwelling. | Land Rear Of Woodene: APPEAL

Response. 

Little Chesterford Parish Council notes that the applicant has submitted yet another revised set of indicative plans in support of their appeal.  However, this latest iteration only serves to illustrate that development of this plot is not acceptable according to the policies of the NPPF, Uttlesford Local Plan and Great and Little Chesterford Neighbourhood Plan: 

· These revised plans still require significant destruction of the heritage feature of the raised bank – approximately half the width of the plot -contrary to GLNCP/5. 

· The ground levels in the indicative street screen and topographical plan are still incorrect – it is easy to see from the actual street scene that the ground levels at the top of the bank are much higher than indicated and thus the elevations shown in the indicative plans are fallacious. Any dwelling built on top of the raised bank will be prominent in the street scene, and the revised plan shows it the same distance from the street as before.  This revised plan would still be visually intrusive, out of character with the surrounding dwellings and contrary to GLNCP/4(b) and GEN2.

· The size of the plot has still been artificially inflated by the inclusion of the bank, and the revised indicative plan still shows a dwelling that is cramped on the small plot and out of character with neighbouring houses and their curtilages, including the adjacent Grade II listed Rider’s Croft and other non-designated heritage assets. This remains contrary to GEN2 and the NPPF. 

We had previously commented that the indicative plans show a dwelling that is not accessible to families with young children, or those with limited mobility due to disability or increasing age. The revised plans further limit accessibility, with no habitable room on the entrance storey, only a wc that does not appear to be wheelchair accessible. Neither does there appear to be a way to easily install a lift, and on the principal storey, there are steps between the living areas and the WC.   This is contrary to the Uttlesford Local Plan SPD2 Accessible Dwellings and also Building Regulations: Access to Buildings M(1) and M(2).

We also had previously commented that the site is considered as being within the countryside according to the designation of the village in the Uttlesford Local Plan 2005, the Great and Little Chesterford Neighbourhood Plan (not withstanding that it is within a settlement boundary). We would like to further submit that the Regulation 18 Uttlesford Local Plan (November 2023) also designates Little Chesterford as being within the Open Countryside (Core Policy 3 Settlement hierarchy, Rural Strategy 19, Table 8.2). 

Any benefits of development on this site therefore continue to be outweighed by the substantial harms outlined above, as well as others specified in our previous submissions. 

	23/067
	PLANNING DECSION

None received

	

	23/068 UPDATE ON PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
I. UTT/23/2395/DOC | Application to discharge condition 3(CMP) 4(contamination) 5(ecology) 6(landscaping) 7(foul and surface water) and 14(biodiversity enhancement layout) attached to UTT/22/2618/FUL | Meadowcroft 

Response:
Little Chesterford Parish Council request that the construction management plan for this site includes restricted hours of operation to prevent noise disturbance to nearby residents, and that the arrangement for wheel wash slurry is modified so that it does not run into the verges prior to collection and thence to the road cause a nuisance to other road users. It should be noted that this road always floods during periods of heavy rainfall.

We also request further information regarding the proposed fencing. No close board fencing or gates are shown on the plans or fence and gating elevations, yet a document has been submitted that shows typical designs for 1.8m closeboard fencing and gates. Please can this be clarified. 

II. UTT/23/1933/NMA Meadowcroft High Street Little Chesterford Saffron Walden Essex CB10 1TS

Response:

We support for Little Chesterford designation as being in the open countryside with a housing allocation of zero, and the spatial strategy for North Uttlesford more generally. 

We welcome the proposal for a south-eastern link road for Saffron Walden. However, we are disappointed that there is no continuing link to the main north/ south corridor route along the B1383.  Without this, trips from villages like Little Chesterford to the expanding retail and service centres on the east side of town must still go through the historic (and congested) town centre. 

Information about the plans for Chesterford Research Park is scant, unclear and dispersed across many different documents.

 It appears that the forecasted employment need can be accommodated within the existing approved masterplan, and if this is correct we support this. If not, the extent of the proposed extended employment site needs to be clearly identified, as it is not possible to identify boundaries from the only map provided.   Additionally, there are some references to using Chesterford Research Park to meet a need for office space.  We fully appreciate that not all R&D is carried out in traditional laboratories and support the use of office space for R&D and allied purposes. We do not support the use of Chesterford Research Park for office use for other sectors such as financial or retail.  Such use does not optimise the use of this key asset to Uttlesford and the wider community, and also permits more intensive use of the site, leading to adverse impacts on local communities. 

The geographical extent of the employment site at Chesterford Research Park and the developable area within it, the proposed growth in terms of people and floorspace relative to both the existing masterplan and the current use, and the acceptable employment uses should all be clearly identified within the Employment policy document.

We would also like to note that the name of this employment site is Chesterford Research Park, not Great Chesterford Research Park. The site lies within the parish of Little Chesterford. 

III. UTT/23/1621/DOC Building 800 Chesterford Park Little Chesterford Saffron Walden Essex CB10 1XL.

Application to discharge condition 7 (offsite flooding) attached to UTT/22/1248/FUL. Open for comment icon

Received: Mon 26 Jun 2023 | Validated: Mon 26 Jun 2023 | Status: Awaiting decision

IV. UTT/23/0456/OP Chesterford Research Park Little Chesterford Essex CB10 1XL

Hybrid planning application - Outline planning permission with all matters reserved except access for construction of a research and development building (Class E(g)), works to improve estate road, car parking, landscaping and associated works on Plots 1400, 1500 and 1600, Plots 1700 and 1800, Plot 500 and Plot 1. Full planning application for construction of a research and development building (Class E(g)), works to improve estate road car parking, landscaping and associated works on Plot 1100/1200 Open for comment.

Received: Wed 22 Feb 2023 | Validated: Thu 23 Feb 2023 | Status: Awaiting decision

V. UTT/22/3192/SCO Chesterford Park Little Chesterford Essex

Request for screening opinion - for a hybrid planning application related to the remaining undeveloped plots within the adopted Masterplan area at Chesterford Research Park

Received: Wed 23 Nov 2022 | Validated: Wed 23 Nov 2022 | Status: Unknown

VI. UTT/21/1485/SCO Chesterford Park Little Chesterford Essex

Screening Opinion for the development of a Solar Farm and associated infrastructure to provide energy for Research Park.

Received: Fri 30 Apr 2021 | Validated: Fri 30 Apr 2021 | Status: Unknown

23/069
Finance

i. Update on banking issues. The clerk has now applied to open an account with Lloyds Bank following Barclays decision to close the Parish Council account held with them. It is expected that this account will be up and running by the next Parish Council meeting in January 2024. Currently the second instalment of the UDC Precept is being held by UDC pending the new account opening. The only outstanding payment is the cheque issued for the Parish Clerk salary.
23/070
Additional Matters

· Update on the enforcement action on the land rear of Springwell Place.
The inspectorate has now ruled on the enforcement and this is available on the UDC web site

· To confirm Cllr Rayner as PC rep as trustee for Harts and Nash charity.

Confirmed

· To consider comments to be returned to UDC regarding Regulation 18 consultation on the Local Plan
To be considered for the next meeting



23/071 DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The next meeting of the Parish Council will be held at 7.30pm on Thursday January 11th 2024
The meeting closed at 20:45
14 | Page

