Little Chesterford Parish Council

  Minutes of a Parish Council Meeting held on Thursday 10th November 2022 at 7.30pm 

Present Chair Robert Pumfrey, Cllr Annie Roberts, Cllr Fiona Wilkinson, Cllr Paul Osborne, Cllr Lez Davison, Cllr Ian Couchman
In Attendance Andy Carlyle - Clerk to the Council. Shane Townsend Community Hub Director Chesterford Research Park
 22/065 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were received and noted from County Cllr Paul Gadd, District Cllrs Gregory and Pavitt.
22/066 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Cllr Pumfrey declared an interest as a neighbour for regarding planning at Joseph Farm (item 22/070 i)
22/067 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

Presentation by Shane Townsend on the changes affecting the Research Park with alternative management structures, planning and traffic control through the village.
22/068 MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETINGS

The minutes of the September Parish Council Meeting were approved by Councillors as an accurate representation. Chair Robert Pumfrey signed the minutes.
22/069 DISTRICT COUNCILLOR`S REPORT

 
County Councillor Paul Gadd – was not present but had submitted a report attached to these minutes.
Cllr Couchman agreed to follow up regarding pothole repairs. 

22/070 PLANNING  
The following responses were agreed to be returned to Uttlesford District Council relating to planning:
i. UTT/22/2663/FUL. Proposed demolition of agricultural building and erection of no.1 dwelling - revision to approved scheme UTT/20/2782/FUL. Barn At Joseph Farm Walden Road Little Chesterford

Response : Object
The proposed development out of keeping with the rural and agricultural nature and settlement pattern of the hamlet of Springwell. The increased scale of the proposed dwelling above the consented replacement of a small agricultural store harms its setting contrary to policies GEN 2 and S7 of the Uttlesford Local Plan and Policies GLCNP/2 of the Great and Little Chesterford Neighbourhood Plan. The intensification of travel by private car is contrary to policies GEN1 of the Uttlesford Local Plan and Policy GLCNP/3 of the Great and Little Chesterford Neighbourhood Plan.

ii. UTT/22/2922/NMA Non material amendment to UTT/20/3329/DFO- removal of the proposed on site substation, inclusion of the installed substation following UKPN diversion works. Omission of carports to plots 14,15,16,17,18,45,46,63. reduction in carports to plot 41,47. Omission of dummy chimneys from plots 14,15,16,17,19,35,45,46, 63. Land to The South West Of London Road Great Chesterford
Response: No comment
22/071 PLANNING DECISIONS

The following planning decisions were noted:

I. UTT/22/2311/LB Bank Cottage High Street Retention of replacement long straw thatch roof. 

Decision. Unconditional Approval - 30th September 2022

22/072 LOCAL PLAN

This has been delayed yet again. It is understood  that it is quite probable that no Plan will be available until 2025 which will mean our Parish will be vulnerable to speculative planning applications. However, the adoption of the Neighbour Plan would give the Parish some protection. 

22/073 NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN
The Neighbour Plan was recommended for adoption by Uttlesford District Council on the 20th October and  will now go forward for a referendum on the 8th December. Parish Cllrs were referred to UDCs guide on Neighbourhood Plan referendums for councillors. The referendum will be publicised including by posters, flyers, and social media.  There will a Q&A drop in session on the 29th November from 16:00 to 20:00 in the Village Hall to which all are invited.
22/074 FINANCE
i. The banking has now been transferred by Barclays and the Clerk is now receiving all bank statements
ii. Certificate of Exemption for small authorities (AGAR 2021/22) – has now been signed by the Chair and sent to SBA for their ratification
iii. Financial statement presented to the meeting by the Clerk
The following cheques were signed 
1. Cheque number 100395 £82.08 to Robert Pumfrey for the hire of a borer 

2. Cheque number 100396 £84.00 to EALC for Clerk training
3. Cheque number 100397 £500 for the 6-month salary of the Parish Clerk which includes expenses for stationery and postage

22/075 ADDITIONAL MATTERS
i. RATS Complaints have been received from several residents in Walden Road regarding the ongoing issue with the rats where one resident is feeding the rodents which is encouraging an increase in the rat population. The resident has been issued with a previous warning and this feeding of waste food is now becoming an environmental issue with implications of Health and Safety. It was also noted that the Resident in question is a tenant of a council house.

Action – Clerk to send a communication to the District Cllrs to request they escalate this issue via the UDC Environmental Department
ii. Land to the SE of London Road – outline planning agreed. The developer has recently sent out a letter to all residents informing them of a presentation which will take place on 21st November at Crown House in Great Chesterford. All Cllrs encouraged to attend if possible.   
Action- Clerk to place flyer on village notice board
iii. Building 800 GRP goes to UDC Planning Committee on 23rd November. A s106 grant has been made available to fund the works required for the introduction of the 20mph limit within Little Chesterford, and other works to reduce the speed of traffic through the visit and promote sustainable travel.
Action – to note
iv. Community Centre Great Chesterford – with proposed housing development to the northwest of Great Chesterford it is important that s106 contributions are progressed to improve the facilities and infrastructure of both Little and Great Chesterford.
v. Land opposite Rectory Farm – confirmed that site clearance and scraping had commenced.
22/076 MATTERS FOR FURTHER DISCUSSION                                                                                                                   
22/077 DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The next meeting of the Parish Council will be held at 7.30pm on Thursday 5th January 2023.
The meeting closed at 20:43
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