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Lewes Swift Supporters

Minutes of LSS Annual General Meeting on Tuesday 6th October 2026
7.30 p.m. to 9.00 p.m.
Upstairs at the Linklater Pavilion, Railway Land

Present: Mike Ramsey, (Chairperson and surveyor), Kevin Murphy, (Recorder and Surveyor ), Sharon Hall, (Treasurer), Audrey Jarvis, (Secretary and Surveyor), Nick Jarvis, (Surveyor), Russo James, (Committee Member and Surveyor), Loick Tyson, (Committee Member and Surveyor), Natasha Stonestreet, (Surveyor), Cllr Adrian Ross, (Town Mayor), Wendy Muriel, (Surveyor), Kate Bradbury, Jill Brown, Hugh Woodhouse, Cathy Lovell, Ann van den Westhuizen, Davinia Williams, Suzy Dixon, Mary Hempshall, Lesley Healey, Gillian Davey, Gerald Davey, Sue Barry, Dave Boddington, (SOS Swift Champion), Jane Field, George Awty
Apologies: Claire Duc, Tony Duc, Milly Hawkins
1. Welcome
Mike Ramsey welcomed members and gave an overview of the meeting.
2. Address from the Mayor of Lewes
The Town Mayor, Councillor Adrian Ross, gave a short address to commend the work of Lewes Swift Supporters.
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3. Election of Officers
Audrey Jarvis shared the results of the election of LSS officers for 2027. 
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4. Treasurer’s Report
Sharon Hall presented a Treasurer’s Report for 2026 
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Sharon explained that LSS income has been from the Lewes District Local Lottery, donations from residents, and the sale of LSS badges and books at our events.
Expenditure has been on the purchase and installation of Swift boxes, callers, and artificial House Martin cups, and funding speakers and display materials to promote and encourage ways to support Swifts. 

5. Overview of Swift Activity in 2026
Kevin Murphy gave an overview of Swift activity in Lewes in 2026. Swifts have been observed entering or exiting 96 different nest entrances this year. He shared a diagram to show how many colonies and/or individual nest entrances have been recorded in each of our survey areas.
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Kevin also presented a graph to compare LSS Swift records over the past few years.
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6. LSS Events and Activities
Audrey Jarvis gave a summary of the LSS events and activities in 2026
Communication:
· Social media  - Facebook page with 472 followers, X-Twitter, with 1,046 followers, Instagram 867 followers, BlueSky 179 followers
· Newsletters to 418 LSS members in February, April, May, June, July, and August 2026 (copies on LSS Website)
· 2025 Annual Report Dec 2025, (copy on LSS Website)
Participation in Public Events / Liaison with External Bodies
· Swift parade and four-week “Nature Recovery” season in May at Lewes Climate Hub. Donations of £350 collected for East Sussex Wildlife Rescue and Ambulance Service – rescuers of Swifts and other wildlife. 
· Swift Quiz at the Black Horse in May raised £210 for LSS funds. 
· Four Swift walks in June and July
· LSS Stalls at Societies Fair, “Making a Buzz” event at the Railway Land, “All Creatures Great and Small” Sculpture Exhibition
· Talks at Landport Bottom Discovery Weekend, and to Southover Links Group
· Partnership meetings with Lewes Nature Mosaic, and Lewes Climate Hub
· Visits to Firle and Kingston to advise on placement of Swift boxes and House Martin cups
· Visit to Cockshut wetlands to plan for a Sand Martin bank
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At the start of our Swift Parade
Installation of nest accommodation
· 33 visits to advise residents about nest box accommodation
· Installation of 16 more Swift boxes and one additional House Martin nest cup
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Dave Boddington installing Swift boxes with us
7. Gardening for Wildlife
Kate Bradbury promoted our ideas for a Swift-friendly Town by giving a talk about her successful experiences in gardening for wildlife. 
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8. Opportunities for taking a more active role within LSS
· Becoming a Surveyor, with training 
· Joining the LSS Committee 
· Taking part in our annual Swift Watch – all your information is included in our annual data upload to BTO BirdTrack.
· Supporting us through direct donations, or via LDC Local Lottery
www.leweslocallottery.co.uk/support/lewes-swift-supporters

Thank you to all our Supporters!
We look forward to seeing you and the Swifts next year – and hope that you might join in our “Welcome Back to the Swifts Parade on Saturday 8th May!
Our next event is at Lewes STEM Festival in the Town Hall on Sunday 15th November, 11.00 a.m. to 3.00 p.m.
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Watching Swifts and House Martins flying over the Cockshut wetlands
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Graph 2020 - 2026 detected nests.
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J“Gardening for Wildlife”
Y ate Bradbury
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LEWES SWIFT
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Name of Candidate

Chairperson Mike Ramsey
Treasurer Sharon Hall
Recorder Kevin Murphy

Secretary and Audrey Jarvis
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Balance 1 Sept 2025
Income this year
Expenditure this year
Balance 31 August 2026

£1,522.70
£1,850.74
£1,625.24
£1,748.20
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