Minutes of the Annual General Meeting of the Little Burstead Parish Council,

held at Little Burstead Village Hall, 

on Wednesday, 20 June 2012 at 7.30pm

Present: Councillors Dean, Savage and Smith. 

In Attendance: Mrs. Kim Barford, Clerk to the Parish Council
56/12 Election of Chair.

  Cllr. Savage was proposed Chair for the ensuing municipal year which was unanimously approved by members present. 

It was resolved that Cllr. Savage be appointed Chair for 2012/2013 and he signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office.
57/12 Election of Vice Chair

 Cllr. Smith was proposed Vice Chair for the ensuing municipal year which was unanimously approved by members present. 

It was resolved that Cllr. Smith be appointed Vice Chair for the year 2012/2013. 
58/12 Apologies
       Apologies were received from Cllr. Mence.

59/12 Declarations of Interest
       There were no declarations of interest. 

60/12 Public Forum.
       No members of the public were present.
61/12 Chair’s Allowance

       Members considered the provision in line with S15 (5) of the Local Government Act 1972 and approved an allowance of £250.

62/12 Membership and Representation
   
  Members considered the membership and representation of Parish Council on other
organisational bodies for the year 2010/2011 and appointed members accordingly:

	ABLC General
	Cllr. Dean
	

	ABLC Planning
	Cllr. Mohseni
	

	BBC Liaison
	Cllr. Savage
	

	PROWs
	
	John Daffin
	

	Footpaths
	Cllr.'s Smith/ Savage

	Pond
	
	Cllr. Savage

	Highways
	
	Cllr. Smith

	Transport
	
	Cllr. Smith
	


            Police                                     Cllr. Dean

Re ABLC General Cllr. Mence to be asked to attend their meetings should Cllr. Dean be unavailable. John Daffin had previously indicated he would be happy to continue as PROW  representative, the clerk to confirm with him..   

63/12 Parish Council meeting dates for 2012/2013
       Members considered and agreed a schedule dates and times for ordinary meetings of the
Parish Council for the year 2012/2013 and the 2013 Annual Parish Meeting. The clerk to again produce small cards for members with meeting dates, contact and representation details.  
64/12 Minutes

      Members considered and approved the minutes of the Extraordinary General Meeting of 2nd April 2012.
65/12 Bank Signatories

      Members considered signatories for the ensuing year. 
It was resolved that Cllr Savage be appointed a signatory with Cllr Smith continuing plus the clerk for reporting purposes.

66/12 Annual Audit

      Members received and considered the 2011/2012 Annual Return and were updated by the clerk regarding the internal audit undertaken by Heelis and Lodge. The completed Annual Return was discussed and formally approved by all members present, duly signed by the chair prior to submission to the Audit Commission.

67/12 Finance

a. Members approved payments to:

Simon Smith – Jubilee Beacon £1452
Came & Co – Insurance premium - Year to 31 May 2013 £267.53
Clerk – Salary April and May

Clerk – Expenses April and May 

McLaggan Smith Mugs Ltd. £174.24

EALC (inc NALC affiliation fee) £111.24
b.  Members received a financial update from the clerk and noted receipt of the Jubilee Beacon grant of £500 from Basildon BC and £400 contribution from Little Burstead Village Hall Committee.  
68/12 Localism Act

a. Joint Standards Committee

Members received and considered a letter from the Monitoring Officer, Basildon Council regarding the formation of a Joint Standards Committee to deal with ethical standards for Members in accordance with the Localism Act. All members present formally agreed and duly approved the formation.
.
 b. Code of Conduct 

Members were advised that as a result of the Localism Act a new Code of Conduct would have to be adopted by 1st July. It had been suggested at the Parish Liaison meeting held on 3 January that it would be ideal if Basildon’s Code of Conduct could be adopted by all the Parish/Town Councils in the Borough and as a result of this a copy of Basildon BC’s recommended code of conduct had been received and circulated to all members. 

Members considered and formally agreed to the request from Basildon BC that the parish council adopts, when it is produced, the Basildon Borough Council Code of Conduct.

69/12 Planning
a. No applications had been received subsequent to the publication of the agenda.
b. Members noted and ratified the following comments submitted to Basildon BC 
      regarding planning applications which required a response prior to the meeting:

12/00193/FULL
	Alteration to 2 No. existing dormers, addition of 2 No. dormers, new gable and crown flat roof over 
existing valley

Frith Farm Laindon Common Road Little Burstead 
The Parish Council has no objection provided that the increase to overall floor area is within permissible

limits

12/00258/FULL

Detached garage

Acacia, Broomhills Chase, Little Burstead

The Parish Council has no objection

12/00207/FULL

Homeleigh, Laindon Common Road, Little Burstead

Single storey rear/side extension, replacement garage door & windows
The Parish Council has no objection to the latest application providing the revised total floor space is 
within permissible limits



c. Members noted other applications taken from the weekly Basildon BC Planning Lists:
d. Members noted recent decisions by Basildon BC:
70/12 Grass cutting
       The clerk updated members on status of her communication with Basildon BC and

members considered and duly approved the quotations for additional cuts by local farm, LR & Sons. 

Members expressed dissatisfaction with the recent verge cutting undertaken by Basildon BC’s contractors. The cut being inconsistent in depth, insufficient where sightlines a problem at junctions and hazard areas and disappointment that the poppies planted at the War Memorial had been strimmed. The clerk to convey by letter to Keith Smith at Basildon BC copied to ward councillors.   

71/12 Next meeting

      Members noted the next meeting, Wednesday, 11th July 2012 at 7.30pm

The meeting closed at 8.25pm.
Signed ..............................................            Dated ......................

