
Minutes of the Meeting of the Little Burstead Parish Council,

held at Little Burstead Village Hall, 

on Wednesday, 14 November 2012 at 7.40pm

Present: Councillor Savage (Chair)

              Councillors Mohseni and Smith. 
In Attendance: Mrs. Kim Barford, Clerk to the Parish Council

112/12 Apologies for absence
      Cllr. Mence had sent her apologies. Members noted ECC Cllr Kay Twitchen had also sent their apologies. 
113/12 Declarations of Interest

       Cllr. Savage expressed an interest re Planning Matters (minute ref 119/12a) as it is a neighbouring property. He will abstain from the response.
114/12 Minutes

        Members considered the minutes of the Extraordinary General Meeting of 5 November 2012. The minutes were then approved by all members present and duly signed by the chair.   

115/12 Matters arising from minutes of previous meeting. 
         
Re Item 110/12 Essex CC Informal Consultation - Dunton Road, Rectory Road, Tye Common Road, Billericay – Proposed 40MPH Speed Limit. Members were pleased to note ECC Cllr. Kay Twitchen’s endorsement of the response by the Parish Council. 
116/12 Public Forum
No members of the public were present. 

117/12 Police report
         Cllr Dean updated members regarding recent crimes within the Parish which included thefts from cars parked at the church and parked in Ellis Field. Cllr. Savage advised members that the hedge roadside of Ellis Field had been cut much shorter to improve visibility and dissuade repeat crimes. A parked car had also been targeted and set alight whilst parked on a verge in Rectory Road.

          The police had been asked to assist with road crossing for those attending the service on Remembrance Sunday but no officers had attended.    
118/12   Reports by designated officers of the Council
a. Public Rights of Way including footpaths – Members received a printed copy of the Representatives interim report. No specific items requiring comment.  

b. Repairs and improvements to the Parish’s roads – Regarding the surface water problems at Rectory Road no further news had been forthcoming from ECC Watercourse Regulation team. The clerk to maintain contact and update members at the January meeting.
c. Cllr. Dean reported that a culvert by the River Crouch where it runs under Laindon Common Road had become blocked. To be reported to ECC Highways.

d. Verges – The verges had been cut by the Borough Council contractors. Members expressed dissatisfaction with the limited extent of the cut. Cllr Savage referred to his and the clerk’s attendance at a recent Local Council Liaison Committee meeting when Hugh Reynolds, Manager Parks and Grounds Maintenance had advised that certain stretches were classed as conservation areas however no signage indicated them as such. The clerk to write and enquire about the actual location of such areas. 
e. The on-going repair and improvement of the Parish pond – Members noted the posts had been installed. A couple of reflectors had been affixed but some residents had expressed dislike of the reflectors. Cllr. Mence had advised at the previous week’s EGM it was possible to buy a reflective spray that could be applied to the posts. The supply and cost to be investigated and put to members at the January meeting.  
119/12   Planning matters

	a. New applications for consideration – Members considered for comment the following application:
.     12/01112/FULL
      Proposed extention of existing loft/chalet with raised ridge roof

          Oakdene, Rectory Road, Little Burstead

          The Parish Council has no objection to the proposed development.
b. There were no ‘other’ applications for members to note. 
c. There were no recent decisions for members to note.


	


	

	120/12  Laindon Common – P4C Proposed footpath
          Cllr. Savage updated members regarding the proposed project and his conversations with John Ellis, Laindon Common Conservators (LCC) who, members were pleased to know, wish to support the proposal that a request be conveyed for the final permission of the landowners, the Church Commissioners. 
The clerk had met with three contractors to discuss options and outline quotations for the necessary installation work had been obtained, which were circulated and discussed by members.

Cllr. Smith proposed acceptance of the quote by Farndon Landscapes Ltd, which was seconded by Cllr. Dean and approved by all members present. A copy of the quotation and accompanying details of the path construction to be forwarded to John Ellis.

Details to date had been provided to John Ellis who thought there would probably be certain provisos but ultimately final approval by the landowners was required before matters could proceed any further.  

A grant expression of interest had been submitted to Paths for Communities, Natural England and a response received which indicated the scheme suitable for the submission of a grant application. 

The clerk to await notification of permission before proceeding any further. The ongoing maintenance of such a path to then be further discussed with Essex CC and Basildon BC. 

121/12 Telephone Box – To consider adoption, future arrangements and redecoration quotations.

       Further to initial discussions at September meeting the clerk had contacted BT to enquire about adoption which is possible for a payment of £1. A lengthy draft of the contract had been provided by BT. Enquiries had Land Registry had also confirmed the land on which it is sited is the responsibility of Essex CC. As the telephone box is also in need of renovation and redecoration two quotations were circulated to members, with a further awaited. Discussion ensued regarding adoption, future use and the responsibility of future maintenance and associated cost. Members agreed to defer the item for full consideration at the January 2013 meeting. The clerk to circulate by email to members the BT contract and quotations.   


122/12   Street furniture and signage

a. Finger post signs within Parish – Members were updated regarding the clerks communications enquiries concerning members preferred design options with a contractor who had submitted a quotation. Further discussion ensued. Cllr Smith spoke of other possible designs he had seen with raised lettering. It was agreed by all members that the matter be deferred until January meeting. Further enquiries to take place so options can be considered at that time. In the meantime Cllr Savage offered to again wash down the posts as they were rather dirty.  
b. Signage – Stolen and damaged – The gateway sign in Botney Hill Road by Blind Lane had still not be replaced by Essex CC Highways. The clerk to pursue.        

123/12   Winter Salt Bag Scheme
       The Farm Shop have kindly agreed to receive the delivery of the salt bags. A tear-off voucher to be within the forthcoming copy of village hall Bugle newsletter for residents to exchange for a bag of salt, 50 bags will be available.
124/12   Finance 

a. Members approved the following payments:

Clerk Salary October/November

Expenses – R. Savage £20.80 and £108.28
Royal British Legion – Wreath £17 and donation (Section 137 applies) £13  

Audit Commission £144
HMRC PAYE 3 months to 5th October 2012  
Association of Basildon Local Council 2011/2012 and 2012/2013 subscription £40  

b.  Members were updated on current financial position

c.  Precept 2013/2014 – Deferred to January 2013 meeting as Government are in December 2012

 issuing new legislation regarding the Council Tax Base which could affect the setting of local  

 council precepts. The clerk and Cllr Savage had attended  a briefing at Basildon BC on Monday 12th November regarding the matter.
125/12 Training and forthcoming conferences
      No requirement or notifications at present.
126/12 Clerks Report

      Members were updated regarding recent correspondence. No further action required.
127/12 ABLC, LLC , EALC, RCCE and other associated bodies

       Members receive updates from:

ABLC – Cllr Dean updated members on recent matters. No specific items to report.

LLC – Cllr Savage and the clerk had attended the recent meeting and updated members on matters discussed which included a presentation from officers of Anglian Water, Essex CC Highways regarding Local Highways Panels, Basildon BC, Manager of Planning Services and also Manager, Parks and Grounds Maintenance.

128/12  Annual Staff Appraisal 

       The chair had, with reference to members, undertaken the clerk’s appraisal. In recognition of performance and in line with her contract the clerk to move up to the next pay point within the NALC scale. 
129/12  Date of next meeting: 9th January 2013 at 7.30pm.  
The meeting closed at 9.10pm.

Signed ………………………………                                                  Dated …………………………….
