
Minutes of the Meeting of the Little Burstead Parish Council,

held at Little Burstead Village Hall, 

on Wednesday, 14 March 2012 at 7.30pm

Present: Councillor Daffin (Chair)

              Councillors Savage and Smith. 
In Attendance: Mrs. Kim Barford, Clerk to the Parish Council

28/12 Apologies

       Apologies were received from Cllr. Dean. Essex CC Cllr Kay Twitchen had also sent her apologies. 
29/12 Declarations of Interest

       There were no declarations of interest. 

30/12 Minutes

        Members considered and approved the minutes of the meeting of 11 January 2012. The minutes of the extraordinary general meeting of 13 February 2012 were considered, Cllr Daffin requested that at item 24/12 – Jubilee Mugs, the word ‘parish’ replace ‘village’. All members present were in agreement and with amendment made the minutes were then approved and duly signed by the chair.   

31/12 Matters arising from minutes of previous meeting. 
         None. 
32/12 Public Forum
No members of the public were present. 

33/12 Police report 

a. Recent activity - No information available.
b. Cllr Savage had, with Cllr Dean endeavoured to produce a report and spoke of the level of current communications and difficulty in making contact with members of the Burstead team. Cllr Daffin suggested that the project of producing a policy report be shelved for the time being and re-visited sometime in the future. All members present were in agreement.
34/12 Reports by designated officers of the Council 

a. Public Rights of Way - Repair, improvement, use and change  
Cllr Daffin said the survey of all PROW’s within the parish was complete and that he would be willing to continue as PROW officer for the ensuing year.

b. Repairs and improvements to the Parish’s roads, paved walkways and verges:

      Rectory Road – Members updated regarding communications with ECC Highways and the 

      on going concerns of the parish council regarding flooding. A blockage in the drainage pipe was

      said to be on privately owned land and the land owner had been notified. No other works planned

      by Highways at present.
     Botney Hill Road – Cllr. Smith spoke again of the pot holes on the unimproved areas of the road 

     and the worsening damage to the recently repaired areas, to be reported again. The clerk advised 
     that Highways had said Botney Hill Road was in the indicative Capital Programme for resurfacing
     within the next financial year.
     Hatches Farm Road – Cllr Smith spoke of the deep gulleys to the side of the road before it’s 

     junction with Tye Common Road. The clerk to report.
c. Verge cutting – Discussion took place regarding existing service and additional verge cutting by local contractor. The clerk to enquire about the Borough Councils planned service for the ensuing year and to arrange a meeting to discuss additional service with LR & Sons which Cllr Smith also agreed to attend. 
d. The location, repair and improvement of the Parish’s ponds – Cllr Savage advised recent work which included cleaning, clearance and improvement to drainage of the village pond was carried out successfully by LR & Sons. Neighbours had supported the work undertaken. The next step is to remove as much floating weed as possible and then after further reference, to introduce weevils suggested by the RHS which would hopefully help eradicate any remaining weed. Full details with a costing for the supply of weevils for consideration at a future meeting. In collaboration with Little Burstead Conservation Society quotations will also be obtained for the installation of a concrete and metal fence and possible funding options explored by the clerk.
35/12 Planning matters 

a. Members considered:

  12/00207/FULL

  Single storey rear / side extension, replacement garage door and windows

  Homeleigh, Laindon Common Road, Little Burstead

Cllr Daffin updated members regarding planning history for the property concerned. Members were in agreement that he draft a response for the consideration of the parish council prior to submission.

b.  Members noted and ratified the comments submitted to Basildon BC regarding planning applications  

        which required a response prior to the meeting:

	12/00027/FULL  Type: FULL

	Erection of detached garden equipment store

	Ladyspring Lodge Dunton Road Little Burstead Billericay Essex
The Parish Council has no actual objection to the above application however concern has been expressed about the proposed 6.5 metre height of the store for the following reasons, it being in excess of permitted development and the purpose for it being such a height.

	

	12/00098/FULL  Type: FULL

	Proposed porch

	Dagmar Green Lane Little Burstead Billericay Essex

The Parish Council has no objection to the application.


       c.  Members noted other applications taken from the weekly Basildon BC Planning Lists:

	12/00097/LDC  Type: LDC

	To establish the lawfulness of a proposed outbuilding
Dagmar Green Lane Little Burstead Billericay Essex


	12/00161/AGBAS  Type: AGBAS

To establish that a proposed grain store agricultural building is lawful
Chase Farm Botney Hill Road Little Burstead Billericay Essex



d. Members noted recent decisions by Basildon BC:

	11/01196/FULL  Decision: Refused
Date: 10 February 2012

	Demolition of existing 4 bed property and construction of new 5 bed house

	Broom Cottage Broomhills Chase Little Burstead Billericay Essex


	11/01314/FULL  Decision: Granted
Date: 23 February 2012

	Outdoor swimming pool, pool room with plant, changing, wc and fitness facilities

	Hope Cottage Laindon Common Road Little Burstead Billericay Essex


e. Basildon 2031 – Local Development Framework Core Strategy, Preferred Options

      Members considered and discussed a Parish Council response to the consultation. The clerk to draft a 

      response from comments conveyed to then be circulated for approval, prior to submission.  
36/12   Finance 

a. Members approved the following payments:

      Clerk salary February / March 2012  

      Clerk expenses £69.73     

      HMRC – PAYE to 5 April 2012

      LR & Sons - Re. budget approval of £300 meeting of 13 February 2012 refers (50% of actual cost

      shared with Little Burstead Conservation Society) of recent works undertaken to the Village Pond 
b. Members received an update on current financial position with updated forecast for year to 31 March 2012.

37/12  Highway and Gateway signs 

       The clerk advised members the two remaining missing gateway signs were to be replaced in March. 

38/12  Finger post signs within Parish 

       Members considered and approved the one quotation to hand for re-decoration. The work thought to not

       be vital at present and the condition of the signs to be re-assessed in the forthcoming months.  

39/12  Laindon Common

       Members receive an update regarding the footpath extension from The Dukes Head to Laindon

       Common Car park. Cllr Smith suggested contact be made with the Football Club who use the field 

       alongside the Dukes Head for reference purposes. Thought to be particularly useful when parking in the
       vicinity sometimes a concern at training / match times. Members in agreement, the clerk to arrange.  

40/12  Queens Diamond Jubilee Beacon

a. Members received and considered a quotation for the supply and installation of a beacon on the Village Green. Cllr Savage would like the parish council to proceed with a commemorative Jubilee Beacon but concern was expressed regarding the cost although members were keen to support if funding available to assist with the cost. The clerk to explore the possibility and report back to members. The possible need for planning approval was also discussed, the clerk to liaise with Development Control at Basildon BC. The approach from Rev. Paul Gambling concerning their planned beacon and the request for  collaboration/financial contribution was considered but members felt the parish council would not be able to assist if the already planned beacon was to progress. 
41/12  256 Bus service 

       The clerk advised that she had been unable to source a distribution service willing to deliver within the 

       Parish. Other possible arrangements discussed. Cllr Daffin will confirm. 
42/12  Website

 Members noted the site now live and viewable at www.essexinfo.net/littlebursteadpc/.   

43/12  Clerks Report

 The clerk updated members regarding recent communications received which included literature 

 regarding the 2012 Essex Village of the Year competition. The clerk to approach other bodies within the

 Parish to gauge interest and if positive feedback, submit an entry. Cllr Savage offered to assist. The

 deadline for entries 10th April 2012. 

44/12  ABLC, LLC, EALC and other associated bodies

       Cllr Daffin updated members regarding a recent meeting he and ABLC planning representatives 
       attended with Cllr Richard Moore and David Lewis, Development Control Manager. Methods of
       communication between local councils and the borough council were discussed and from May 2012

       onwards changes may be brought in to improve communications.  
45/12  Local Council Election – 3 May 2012
      Members advised nomination packs are now available via the Basildon BC website.
46/12  Clerk

       Members formally approved the November 2011 review of terms and conditions of employment. 

47/12  Dates of forthcoming meetings:    

       The Annual Parish meeting, 29 March 2012 at 7pm. 

       The May meeting of the Parish Council / Annual General meeting, 9 May 2012 at 7.30pm.  
Signed ……………………………                                                                      Dated ………………….          
