
Minutes of the Meeting of the Little Burstead Parish Council,

held at Little Burstead Village Hall, 

on Wednesday, 12 September 2012 at 7.30pm

Present: Councillor Savage (Chair)

              Councillors Mence and Smith. 
In Attendance: Mrs. Kim Barford, Clerk to the Parish Council

87/12 Apologies for absence
      Cllr. Dean had sent her apologies. Members noted ECC Cllr Kay Twitchen and BBC Cllr Paul Arnold had also sent their apologies. 
88/12 Declarations of Interest

       Cllr. Savage declared a pecuniary interest being the owner of a property at item 9c. No further action required as the item purely for notation by the Parish Council. 

89/12 Minutes

        Members considered the minutes of the Meeting of 11 July 2012. The minutes were then approved by all members present and duly signed by the chair.   

90/12 Matters arising from minutes of previous meeting. 
         None. 
91/12 Public Forum
No members of the public were present. 

92/12 Standing Orders and Financial Regulations

         Members considered the draft documents provided which were approved and duly adopted.
93/12 Police report
         PC representative Cllr Dean not present – Item deferred.

94/12   Reports by designated officers of the Council
a. Public Rights of Way including footpaths – No report available.  

b. Repairs and improvements to the Parish’s roads – Regarding the surface water problems at Rectory Road members were updated on developments following the actions of Essex CC Watercourse Regulation team. Members received copies of recent correspondence. A site evaluation meeting had taken place. Their engineers had commented:

        The ditches required re-instatement by the bends towards the top of the roads. They will be writing to 
        the landowners asking for the gullies to be cleared.
From Sellars Farm the ditch and sump lead into a ditch between the farm and the neighbouring property to the south. There are two outlets from this ditch, one is a pipe under the access which discharges directly onto the highway, where a lot of the water comes from. They will write to the landowner regarding stopping up this connection.

The other connection from the ditch is the pipe which continues south along Rectory Road under the frontage of private properties. More works may need to be done to ascertain the condition of the pipe, as they believe there is an area of damaged pipe because water still seeps out onto the highway further south, and they may write to individual landowners requiring repair of the pipe.

The team are also working to identify further highway works that could be done to route any water that finds its way onto the highway back into the ditches, which are subject to available funding.

A further site /local meeting has been suggested by the team to which Rectory Road residents/landowners would be invited to attend, to take place within the ensuing month or so. 
The clerk to continue to remain in communication and keep members posted.
c. Verges – The clerk advised that LR and Sons had been contacted to ask that they undertake an additional cut of the verges. There had been no further maintenance by the Borough Council contractors following notifications by the Parish Council. The work is to be done in the morning over the coming weeks. 
d. The on-going repair and improvement of the Parish pond - Further to previous meeting a site meeting had not taken place to confirm the actual size and placing of the posts. To be arranged.   

 95/12   Planning matters

	a. There were no new applications for consideration..

b. Members noted other applications taken from the weekly Basildon BC Planning Lists:



	


	12/00717/NMABAS  Type: NMABAS

	To establish whether alterations to the profile of lower roof (to the side) are a non-material amendment to 11/00877/FULL

	Many Berries, New Road, Little Burstead 



c. Members noted recent decisions by Basildon BC:       
	12/00322/FULL Decision: Granted: 2 July 2012

Outdoor swimming pool with glazed, telescopic pool enclosure with pool room for plant, changing facilities and wc

Hope Cottage, Laindon Common Road, Little Burstead  

12/00585/LDC Decision: Granted: 14 August 2012

To establish the lawfulness of a proposed rear conservatory

Haytor, Rectory Road, Little Burstead 
12/00427/FULL Decision: Granted: 22 August 2012

New planning application to replace an extant permission (08/00170/FULL) to construct a 4 bed detached house with detached garage

The Willows, Tye Common Road, Little Burstead




96/12 Consultations

         Members were updated and noted the draft documents of the following:   
a. Essex CC – Sustainable Drainage Systems Consultation

b. Essex CC – Statement of Community Involvement (First draft) 
97/12 Funding
         Members previously notified of possible funding streams for new projects. Members discussed Cllr. Deans earlier suggestion that the footpath in Laindon Common Road be extended to improve pedestrian access to Noak Hill Road. Members supported the suggestion and the chair to discuss further with John Ellis of Laindon Common Conservators. The clerk spoke of the Paths for Communities Grant Scheme. A briefing session is being provided by Rural Community Council for Essex on Tuesday, 18th September. The chair and clerk to attend.           

98/12 Finance 

a. Members approved the following payments:

Clerk Salary August/September
Chair Expenses £39.27
Clerk Expenses £29.06    

b. Members received an update on current financial position. The precept to be discussed and set at November meeting. The clerk requested members contact her should they wish to suggested project/s for the ensuing year in order that estimates or an indication of cost can be obtained beforehand.
99/12 Training and forthcoming conferences
a. Members received a schedule and information regarding forthcoming training courses available at Essex Association of Local Councils and an invitation to Annual AGM/Making the Links Event Thursday, 27th September 2012. 

b. RCCE – An invitation had been received to attend the Annual Village Hall and Community Buildings Conference Saturday, 20th October 2012 at Highwood Village Hall. The invitation to be forwarded to the village hall committee.
100/12  Street furniture and signage

a. Finger post signs within Parish – Members discussed and consider a second quotation for renovation. The work identified more extensive than quoted for by another contractor. It was thought more extensive work was advisable. Discussion ensued. The clerk was asked to enquire about the possibility and cost of replacing the sign arms with durable retro finger style signs with lettering affixed.  
b. Telephone Box – Members discussed its poor current decorative state. The box no longer housing a public telephone, members spoke of the BT scheme whereby the box is adopted and maintained in the future by the community and can then be used for other purposes. The question of land ownership was queried. The clerk to enquire at Land Registry and advise members accordingly when the matter next discussed at November meeting

Cllr Savage also said the ditch roadside in front of the area was deeply rutted and required filling with a loose material. The clerk to notify ECC Highways.
c. Signage – Stolen and damaged – The village gateway sign theft by Blind Lane had been reported to ECC Highways. The clerk to pursue its replacement. Cllr Savage spoke of the broken Rectory Road sign facing the village green. The clerk to report.          

101/12  Clerk’s Report

       Members updated regarding other recent correspondence which included an update regarding flyposting and the plethora of missing dogs signs throughout Little Burstead and neighbouring areas. The clerk had reported the problem to the Street Scene Reinforcement Team and Borough Councillor Arnold had been actively pursuing methods to sort their removal. Members supported and they and the clerk will also remove them at locations where it’s safe to do so.  

102/12 Winter Salt Bag Scheme – To consider invitation from ECC Highways to participate
        Members discussed and keen to participate provided a secure and accessible location sourced for delivery and distribution. Cllr Savage suggested and members agreed the clerk ask Little Burstead Farm Shop if they would be willing to make an area available. 
103/12  ABLC, LLC , EALC, RCCE and other associated bodies

       Members received a verbal update and noted dates of forthcoming meetings. 

104/12  Date of next meeting: 14th November 2012 at 7.30pm.  
The meeting closed at 9pm.

Signed ………………………………                                                  Dated …………………………….
