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What is cheating in sport? 
Can we shed any philosophical light on the muddle of definitions and ethics contained in sports and athletics regulations?  For example:
- Why are streamlined helmets and bikes (see right) considered fine in cycling events, but hi-tech non-textile swimsuits (see below) banned in swimming events? (and more than one swimsuit and swimsuits that cover the neck or arms, apparently)
- Should "Blade Runner" Oscar Pistorius (left) be allowed to compete in the Olympics? Against whom – disabled or able-bodied runners?
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- How is it that sleeping and training at high altitude or simulated high altitude is legitimate, but not "blood doping" (blood transfusions that boost the number of oxygen-carrying red blood cells in the bloodstream in order to enhance athletic performance) that mimic the effects ? 
- What about "real" doping – why are most performance-enhancing drugs banned, but not caffeine? And isn't cheating inevitable when so many drugs are undetectable because they mimic nature?
- If athletes can modify and take risks with their bodies through extreme training regimes, often from a very young age, why not through genetic modification or drugs? 
- Athletes aim to be "higher, faster, stronger" – does it matter if this is achieved "unnaturally"? Is there an alternative? Back to nature? No training? No professionals?
- Would sport and games be fairer if everything was permitted, so that there were no rules to cheat? 

- Or is it that sport and games are just sets of arbitrary rules anyway, with arbitrary rules about drugs and technology entirely consistent with that?

See also
http://www.open2.net/ethicsbites/sport-genetic-enhancement.html

 HYPERLINK "http://www.independent.co.uk/news/science/sharkskin-swimsuits-lead-hitech-bid-for-olympic-gold-724371.html" http://www.independent.co.uk/news/science/sharkskin-swimsuits-lead-hitech-bid-for-olympic-gold-724371.html 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/LZR_Racer#FINA_rule_changes 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/sport1/hi/olympic_games/7944084.stm 

R4 Start the Week discussion on sport  http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b0183rss#synopsis 
Fri 20 Jan, 17:45, Emily Ryall on "What is the Value of Athletic Performance?" - the logical limits to performance, the impact of enhancement technologies, and the nature and value of sport.
Royal Institute of Philosopy, 14 Gordon Square, London, WC1H 0AR,
http://royalinstitutephilosophy.org/events/display/71

