1. Jeremy Bentham, The Principles Of Morals And Legislation

Nature has placed mankind under the governance of two sovereign masters, pain and pleasure. It is for them alone to point out what we ought to do, as well as to determine what we shall do. On the one hand the standard of right and wrong, on the other the chain of causes and effects, are fastened to their throne. They govern us in all we do, in all we say, in all we think...
2. The felicific calculus. 
An algorithm for calculating the degree or amount of pleasure that a specific action is likely to cause. 
The felicific calculus could, in principle at least, determine the moral status of any considered act...

Variables of pleasures and pains included in this calculation (Bentham called them "elements" or "dimensions",) were:

1. Intensity: How strong is the pleasure?

2. Duration: How long will the pleasure last?

3. Certainty or uncertainty: How likely or unlikely is it that the pleasure will occur?

4. Propinquity or remoteness: How soon will the pleasure occur?

5. Fecundity: The probability that the action will be followed by sensations of the same kind.

6. Purity: The probability that it will not be followed by sensations of the opposite kind.

7. Extent: How many people will be affected?
 3. Bentham’s “mnemonic doggerel”

Intense, long, certain, speedy, fruitful, pure—
Such marks in pleasures and in pains endure.
Such pleasures seek if private be thy end: 
If it be public, wide let them extend
Such pains avoid, whichever be thy view: 
If pains must come, let them extend to few
According to Kelly, for Bentham the law "provides the basic framework of social interaction by delimiting spheres of personal inviolability within which individuals can form and pursue their own conceptions of well-being." It provides security, a precondition for the formation of expectations. As the hedonic calculus shows "expectation utilities" to be much higher than natural ones, it follows that Bentham does not favour the sacrifice of a few to the benefit of the many.
Note: Expectation utilities are future-regarding, and thus imply desires and beliefs; "natural" utilities are not. Expectation utilities allow for long-term projects, which provide a higher proportion of utility than the natural utilities favoured by those agents who can only pursue their immediate interest.

John Stuart Mill, On Liberty (1859), Everyman Edition

Having said that the individuality s the same thing with development, and that it is only the cultivation of individuality that produces, or can produce, well developed human beings, I might here close the argument: For what more or better can be said of any condition of human affairs then that it brings human beings themselves nearer to the best thing they can be? Or what worse can be said of any obstruction to good than that it prevents this?
… it is necessary to further show that these developed human beings are of some use to the undeveloped –to the point that those who do not desire liberty, and would not avail themselves of it, that they may be in some intelligible manner rewarded  for allowing  other people to make use of it without hindrance.
In sober truth, whatever homage may be professed or even paid, to real or supposed mental superiority, the general tendency of things throughout the world is to render mediocrity the ascendant power among mankind. In ancient history, in the Middle Ages, and to a diminishing degree through the long transition from feudality to the present time the individual was a power in himself; and if he had either great talents or a high social position, he was a considerable power. At present individuals are lost among the crowd. In politics it is almost a triviality to say that public opinion now rules the world. The only power deserving of the name is that of the masses, and of governments while they make themselves the organ of the tendencies and instincts of masses. This is as true in the moral and social relations of private life as it is in public transactions.
[image: image2.png]cloement. rpue o oers,
ey





[image: image1]
�








