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KINGSTON PHILOSOPHY CAFÉ UPDATE 
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“Whatever you think about rationalism is probably wrong” proved to be a tour of epistemology ably guided by Bob Churchill, whose talk on contemporary rationalism critiqued its various defences: justificationism (tempting but inadequate), empiricism (essential to modern day rationalists but subject to its own problems), induction (empiricism’s main problem), deduction (limited by the truth of its premises and tending towards reductionism), subjectivism (a non-runner for anyone who really cares about getting close to the truth) – and left us wondering what, if anything, we could know for certain (even whether there was cheese in the fridge). “Critical rationalism”, as advocated by Bob, means that we have to be satisfied with theories that haven’t been falsified (yet) and with the “survival of the fittest” approximations to truth – and, unsatisfying as that is to ordinary mortals, it’s probably the best that philosophy can offer. (The philosopher Hume, who set some of these hares running, also came up with a riposte to this radical and unsettling uncertainty: “Be a philosopher but, amid all your philosophy, be still a man.”) Some excellent questions and discussion followed, and continued in the Gazebo pub afterwards – epistemology, as well as some of the other subjects that came up in the pub, would be well worth revisiting sometime. Thank you to Bob for introducing this fascinating topic, and to the Rose’s staff and volunteers who kept the theatre open just for us.
Philosophical book exchange

Do you have philosophy books or periodicals that you will never read again (or perhaps never read in the first place) that other KPC participants might like? Why not dust them off and bring them along to a KPC evening to find a good home? If you pop in to the Rose Culture Café in the next week or so you may pick up some free copies of philosophical journals.
KPC Thursdays – and one KPC Tuesday – coming up
( September: Kingston Philosophy Café takes a break, returning in October with a varied series of topics and discussion formats: 
( October 1, 6.00pm – 7.25ish: "Philosophy Poetically", in the Culture Café: poet Alec Bell reads and talks about some his philosophical poems, and invites participants to discuss the themes. You can read the poems on the website – discussion around tables will focus on 2 or 3 of them. Free.
( Tuesday October 27", 5.30pm – 7.00: “What is this thing called love?" in the Culture Café: philosopher and Vice-President of Philosophy For All Dr Filiz Peach leads a discussion on aspects of love and lust, to tie in with the Rose Theatre’s “Behind Closed Doors” season. Free. (NB, different day and time.)

( November 5, 6.00pm – 7.15ish: “Guilt: a philosophical exposé”, in the Gallery: Filiz Peach is joined by actor Clive Ward to explore the concept of guilt in a talk and performance of passages from Albert Camus' "The Fall". Free.
( December 3, 6.00pm – 7.25ish: “What next?” in the Culture Café: your chance to help shape our 2010 programme, alongside a thought-experiment or two to discuss round tables. Suggestions for next year’s topics and volunteers to lead discussions welcome – post-it notes will be provided. Free.
( January 2010: Barrie Selwyn will be leading the discussion. Free.
( March 2010: Think-in-Kingston comes round again and KPC hopes to contribute a thought or two.
See www.kingstonphilosophycafe.org.uk for more information about these events, including occasional changes of time, venue or topic. The further ahead, the more likely things are to change!  
Kingston Philosophy Café is one year old 
We started last September, and have kept up monthly meetings ever since, never with less than 20 participants, and once or twice as many as 70. We’ve used almost every space in the Rose Theatre, and every session has been different: we’ve had lectures, discussions led from the front, a few topics that took two sessions, several one-offs, the occasional use of PowerPoint or pictures, and, perhaps the most “typical” KPC format, many noisy discussions around tables in the Culture Café. Big thankyous to everyone who has led a discussion this year and given us something to think and talk about, as well to all the participants who join in with such knowledge and enthusiasm and help to make discussions so lively and interesting – and to the Rose for accommodating us.                                                                                                            

Marilyn Mason  






