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KINGSTON PHILOSOPHY CAFÉ UPDATE 

February 2009
What makes a Good Society? It was encouraging to find 35+ people, the usual mix of new and familiar faces, prepared to turn out on a rather dank evening to talk about the Good Society. Michael McCarthy kicked off some lively political-philosophical discussions with a focus on the derivation of human rights and a brief introduction to 15 questions (still available here on the website if you missed the discussion or want to think about some that you didn’t get round to). In fact most of us probably only discussed one or two, leaving plenty of provocative questions to return to another time. Thank you, Michael.
The KPC experiment with formats continued at this February meeting, and certainly the first part of the evening worked well: the Rose Café was quiet enough at 6.00 for Michael’s introduction and some general discussion, and then conversations around the tables seemed to go well, with no complaints about audibility. However, our attempt to have a plenary after 7.30, when the theatre audience had gone into the theatre and the Café was quiet again, failed because we were disturbing the play – one raised voice is more disturbing than a general buzz of conversation, it seems. One evening soon we’ll get it right!

Philosophical meet-ups between Philosophy Café evenings – there is some demand for this, indeed we had one request that KPC meet every week! Please make yourself known at meetings and arrange to meet up with like minds. There are almost always enough questions left after our meetings that deserve a follow-up, and anyone can come into the Rose Café (or any other public space) during opening hours to have a philosophical conversation. 
Dine with a philosopher? Would any KPC participants like to come out for dinner with our speaker Mark Vernon after the talk on 12 March? The deal would be pay for yourself + a fraction of Mark’s meal – email me if interested. If there are 8 of us, we can book at Jamie’s Italian, apparently. Otherwise we can go elsewhere nearby.
KPC Thursdays and other local philosophy events coming up
NEXT PHILOSOPHY CAFÉ, MARCH 12, 6.00pm, KPC at Think-in-Kingston: talk by philosopher, writer, broadcaster and journalist Dr Mark Vernon, on "Philosophy and the Art of Living". In the Rose Studio. Tickets cost £6. Book in person from the theatre box office or at www.rosetheatrekingston.org or by phone 0871 230 1552.  
Mark Vernon is editor of a new series of books on "The Art of Living", and asks: "What might philosophy have to offer us today, as we seek not only to live but to live well? Might it offer an alternative to self-help and religion? What has it say to say about the good life, and how to find it?" 
A few non-KPC philosophical events are listed at www.kingstonphilosophycafe.org.uk in the Events calendar, and there are also several events of philosophical interest during Think-in-Kingston in March, so do check out http://www.kingston.gov.uk/browse/leisure/arts/think-in-kingston.htm.  
· Monday 2nd March, 7.00pm, Think-in-Kingston at the Rose Theatre: Eduardo Mendieta on “Can we need what we never had?” (on continental and other philosophies and the global  order/disorder). 
· April 2, 6.00 - 7.30pm, KPC, topic tbc: discussion on philosophy/philosophical method, led by Barrie Selwyn; or possibly a return to the problem of consciousness / a return to political-philosophical themes led by me.
· May 7, 6.00 - 7.30pm, KPC in Kingston Readers’ Festival: talk by Professor Steven Connor on "Writing, Thinking, Playing and Laughing". In the Rose Studio, Tickets cost £6 (bona fide Kingston Adult Education students free – contact barrie.selwyn@rbk.kingston.gov.uk for details). Book in person from the theatre box office or at www.rosetheatrekingston.org or by phone 0871 230 1552. 
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