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KINGSTON PHILOSOPHY CAFÉ UPDATE 
August 2009
( Why should we care about the environment?
Not everyone goes on holiday in August, it seems, and over 40 people came together on a rainy August evening to discuss the above and other questions (see photo on the website). Sometimes what seems self-evident to ordinary mortals – that we should care about other people and the planet – is less obvious to philosophers, especially when considering why. So, after a very brief introduction to some ethical theories, groups around tables got down to discussing the “whys”, as well as the less philosophical, perhaps, but at least as urgent “hows”: Would overall happiness increase if we cared enough to act to reduce consumption and tackle climate change (a utilitarian perspective)? Or were the draconian steps we might need to take unacceptable, impossible to implement in a democracy? Is happiness too subjective and slippery to be the basis for ethics – or is it objective and measurable? (Philosopher Jeremy Bentham had a good, if faintly ludicrous, try at a hedonic calculus.) Did we want to be the generation that destroys the planet (a version of virtue ethics)? Was fighting over diminishing resources and the slow dying out of humanity more frightening than extinction?  After all, who would it matter to if humanity died out? Was universalisability really such a good test of the morality of actions as it was supposed to be (by Kant, for example)? 
     Because the theatre was “dark” that evening we had the unusually quiet Culture Café to ourselves, so we could even have a plenary towards the end for groups to share ideas, observations, and further questions: Did we need some kind of rationing of resources? Was there still a huge public knowledge gap to fill before political leaders could tackle the issues?  What makes us happy – quite simple things perhaps? (The Government happiness study I mentioned is a 2002 Cabinet Office Strategy Unit seminar exploring the literature on life satisfaction and asking the question: what makes people happy? It raises yet another question: if they know all about the research, why don’t they act on it?)
Pub philosophy

Going on to the Gazebo, on the riverside towards Kingston Bridge from the Rose, seems to be becoming a regular habit for post-KPC drinks and conversation – one that should continue, I think. 
KPC Thursdays – and one KPC Tuesday – coming up 
( 27 August, 6.00pm - 7.25ish, “Whatever you think about rationalism is probably wrong”, in the Culture Café: Bob Churchill talks about contemporary rationalism and deals with some preconceptions and post-modernist challenges –a talk with questions. Once again we will have the Culture Café to ourselves, the downside of that being that the bar closes early when the theatre is dark – so come along before 6.00 to get your drinks in. Apart from drinks, it’s another free KPC event. (NB, it’s the last Thursday of August).
( September: Kingston Philosophy Café takes a break, returning on – 
( October 1, 6.00pm – 7.25ish, "Philosophy Poetically", in the Culture Café: poet Alec Bell reads and talks about some his philosophical poems, and invites participants to discuss their themes. 
( Tuesday October 27", 5.30pm – 7.00 “What is this thing called love?" in the Culture Café: philosopher and Vice-President of Philosophy For All Filiz Peach leads a discussion on aspects of love and lust, to tie in with the Rose Theatre “Behind Closed Doors” season. (NB, different day and time.)

( November 5, 6.00pm – 7.15ish, “Guilt: a philosophical exposé”, in the Gallery: Dr Filiz Peach is joined by actor Clive Ward to explore the concept of guilt in a talk and performance of passages from Albert Camus' "The Fall".

( December 3, 6.00pm – 7.25ish: “What next?” in the Culture Café: time to plan KPC’s 2010 programme, coupled with a thought-experiment or two to discuss. Suggestions for next year’s topics and volunteers to lead discussions welcome – post-it notes will be provided. Free.
( January 2010: Barrie Selwyn will be leading the discussion. Free.
See www.kingstonphilosophycafe.org.uk for more information about these events, including occasional changes of time, venue or topic. The further ahead the meeting, the more likely it is to change!                                                                                                           
Marilyn Mason                                                                  






