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KINGSTON PHILOSOPHY CAFÉ UPDATE
December 2012
RECENT DISCUSSIONS
( Tuesday December 4: AGM +: thank you to everyone who turned out for our AGM. The draft minutes can be read at http://e-voice.org.uk/kingstonphilosophycafe/files/view/formalities/KINGSTON_PHILOSOPHY_CAFÉ_AGM_Minutes,Dec_2012.doc, and our accounts at http://e-voice.org.uk/kingstonphilosophycafe/about-the-philosophy-cafe/cafe-fund. The minutes are subject to approval at next year’s AGM, by which time most of those present will have forgotten what was said, so if you were there and notice any errors or omissions, it'd be useful to tell us sooner rather than later!  Thank you, as well, to Jeremy Smithers and Mat Czaczkes who have volunteered to help with organising Kingston Philosophy Cafe next year.
During and after the AGM there were many good suggestions of topics for 2013 (see below),  though fewer offers to lead on them! Three paradoxes from Peter Cave's book This Sentence is False (on Lib Secs, Liar and Barber) proved less interesting than the wider question of why philosophers find paradoxes so fascinating: perhaps because they challenge standard logic (they seem to be both true and not true at the same time) or because they expose the limitations of language. Or do they just enable malicious philosophers to show off and baffle the rest of us?

( Wednesday December 12, Anja Steinbauer on Eastern philosophy: Anja, co-editor of Philosophy Now and chair of Philosophy for All returned to Philosophy Cafe, this time to enlighten us on Daoism - a philosophy exploring broadly similar questions to contemporaries in classical Greece and India but in a very different context (an era of civil war) and with less theory and more practical, pragmatic, political conclusions. Anja recommended Disputers of the Tao: Philosophical Argument in Ancient China by A. C. Graham (1989) as a good introduction to Taoism/Daoism, and her notes will appear on our website soon.
COMING SOON to Kingston Philosophy Café 
(  Tuesday January 1 - no meeting at Bridges* as it is a Bank Holiday.
( Wednesday January 16, 7.00 – 9.00pm, 7.00 – 9.00pm at the Ram Jam Club*: "What Is The Mind?" We return to the ever-fascinating problem of consciousness with Grant Bartley, an editor at Philosophy Now magazine, who argues that thoughts cannot be material things, no matter how you define matter, and therefore that the mind cannot be the brain.  So, what is it? 

(  Tuesday February 5th, 6.00 - 7.30pm at Bridges*: Stuart Devall leads a discussion on "What is it to be good?" The origin of this question lies in the philosophy of Socrates, Plato and Aristotle, whose work illuminates some deficiencies in subsequent modern theories as well as forming a foundation for contemporary ethics. The aim is to explore these issues with everyone invited to participate. 

( Wednesday February 20th at the Ram Jam Club*: Rick Lewis on "Just War".

(  Tuesday March 5th, 6.00 - 7.30pm at Bridges*: "Freedom to offend?" Assuming that press freedom and regulation might still be topical, we will discuss the merits of freedom of expression and speech (as argued for by John Stuart Mill and the poet Milton) versus the perceived current need to restrict and regulate the media (as argued in the Leveson report). An interesting bit of pre-reading would be philosopher Onora O'Neill's 2011 lecture on "The Rights of Journalism and the Needs of Audiences" at http://reutersinstitute.politics.ox.ac.uk/fileadmin/documents/presentations/The_Rights_of_Journalism_and_Needs_of_Audiences.pdf. (Tbc - if other offers materialise, we may postpone this discussion.)
( Wednesday March 20th at the Ram Jam Club*: Natalia Doran on "Whatever did we do before psychology?: a consumer's view.

Suggestions for later in the year which came up at our December 4 meeting: modern neuroscience, implications for philosophical problems such as free will, consciousness, mind-body problem, etc;  euthanasia, “assisted suicide”, end of life issues; the online world: is it changing our whole outlook on knowledge, education, inter-personal relationships, and our self-image and self-development?; Marx; Nietzsche; Liebnitz; Sufism (Filiz); Buddhism (Filiz); aesthetics; free will; mind/body; education - what is it for?; press freedom, a menace or essential to democracy? (Marilyn); idealism v materialism; the public sphere (Barrie?); harmony with nature - nonsense, truism or a worthwhile objective? Volunteers to lead on some of these, or other topics, particularly on Tuesday evenings at Bridges, welcome - please talk to me.
ETCETERA
( Kingston Skeptics in the Pub is on the first Thursday of every month in the Ram Jam Club.

( Cafe Scientifique in Kingston is on the last Tuesday of every month (but not in December) at Woody's, Ram Passage, Kingston-upon-Thames, KT1 1HH.

SEE www.kingstonphilosophycafe.org.uk for more information on past and upcoming discussions + and occasional unavoidable changes of time, venue or topic - and have a happy Christmas and New Year. 
Marilyn Mason

*VENUES: click here for how to find us.  All meetings are open to all and free, though donations towards our occasional expenses are welcome.   
