KINGSTON PHILOSOPHY CAFÉ 2012 AGM

4/12/12, Bridges Café, 6.00pm

Minutes DRAFT
Present: Monica Booth (MB); Roger Jennings (RJ); Roy Lane (RL); Marilyn Mason (MM, Secretary); Filiz Peach (FP, Vice-Chair); Phil Rowlands (PR, Treasurer); Barrie Selwyn (BS, Chair); Jeremy Smithers (JS); 
Apologies: Mat Czaczkes; Stuart Devall; Kieran Quill 
1. Minutes of 2011 AGM were approved.
2. Matters arising - none were raised.
3. Chair's report / review of 2012: (see appendix below for list of 2012 topics). BS commented that the year had gone well, the "dual economy" (mixture of days, time, formats, visiting specialists, in-house discussions, themes, topical and theoretical, and philosophers) continued to work well and there was a lot of useful material, including papers given at meetings, on the website. Ethical topics had proved popular, though perhaps we could have more discussions on science ones, and panel discussions. MM mentioned that there was now a Cafe Scientifique at Woody's on last Tuesdays of every month which might also be of interest. Comments from the floor included compliments on "Diary of a Nobody", that we were perhaps a bit biased towards western philosophy (RL), that we could use our internal resources more for leading discussions and have more for and against debates (JS) - though doesn't that come up in discussion anyway? (MM). Could we use the website better - for continuing discussion and recommended reading? (PR, JS). BS thanked MM for setting up Kingston Philosophy Cafe.
There were several suggestions of topics to discuss next year, which were collected separately and would be listed in the December Update.
4. Treasurer's report: Kingston Philosophy Cafe accounts had been audited and approved by an external volunteer, Ewa Ibison, and are filed at http://e-voice.org.uk/kingstonphilosophycafe/about-the-philosophy-cafe/cafe-fund/. 
PR emphasised that much of the balance in the bank belonged to Think in Kingston and MM updated on this: that this balance would be transferred to a new host for TiK if one was found, or, if TiK was wound up, it would be spent by the participating community groups or returned to Kingston Council. 
BS suggested that KPC applied for funding, which could be spent on speakers' fees, or useful equipment such as a projector. MM suggested spending some of our balance on generic flyers for libraries and other public spaces. PR's suggestion that KPC bought our volunteer auditor a small gift was approved.

PR would act on the suggestions of the auditor and his proposal that next year's accounting year should end on October 31 to give him and the auditor more time for the audit was approved. MM thanked him for carrying out the role of treasurer so efficiently and congratulated him on getting such a positive report from the auditor. 
5. Committee for 2013: Filiz Peach (Vice-Chair), Phil Rowlands (Treasurer), and Barrie Selwyn (Chair) would serve again; Marilyn Mason (Secretary) would be standing down after July 2013, by when she would have been organising KPC for 5 years (and looked forward to attending as an ordinary member), and JS offered to help the Committee next year, particularly with the monthly Updates which PR would send out to the web-list. PR would organise Tuesday evenings from September and manage the website, including a discussion forum if there was any demand for this. FP would continue to organise Wednesday evenings at the Ram Jam.
6. AOB - there was no other business, though later in the evening MM presented Charlene, manager of Bridges, with a thank you gift from KPC.

Appendix - 2012 discussions
	Day of Week
	Date
	Start Time
	End Time
	Title

	Thu
	05/01/12
	18:00
	19:30
	What is cheating in sport?

	Wed
	18/01/12
	19:00
	21:00
	"Historical narrative and the metaphysics of time"

	Thu
	02/02/12
	18:00
	19:30
	"Whose life is it anyway?"

	Wed
	15/02/12
	19:00
	21:00
	"Why Nothing Matters"

	Thu
	01/03/12
	18:00
	19:30
	"Democracy in action" 

	Wed
	21/03/12
	19:00
	21:00
	Anja Steinbauer "In Defence of Sentimentality"

	Thu
	05/04/12
	18:00
	19:30
	Is "democracy the worst form of government except all the other forms that have been tried from time to time"? (Winston Churchill).

	Wed
	18/04/12
	19:00
	21:00
	'The Wise Listen'

	Thu
	03/05/12
	18:00
	19:30
	"Should we all be vegetarians?" 

	Wed
	16/05/12
	19:00
	21:00
	“The fact that we die is the most important fact about us.”? 

	Thu
	07/06/12
	18:00
	19:30
	James Garvey on "The Story of Philosophy"

	Wed
	20/06/12
	19:00
	21:00
	"Why should we act morally anyway?"

	Thu
	05/07/12
	18:00
	19:30
	Philosophical Fun and Games

	Wed
	18/07/12
	19:00
	21:00
	Discussion: The Status of Music as an Art Form

	Tue
	04/09/12
	18:00
	19:30
	"Good enough?"

	Wed
	19/09/12
	19:00
	21:00
	Merleau-Ponty

	Tue
	02/10/12
	18:00
	19:30
	Think in Kingston on "Money": Money, Metaphysics and Morality

	Sun
	07/10/12
	19:00
	21:30
	"Diary of a Nobody"

	Wed
	17/10/12
	19:00
	21:00
	Philosophy in the Workplace

	Tue
	06/11/12
	18:00
	19:30
	"How much is enough?" 

	Wed
	21/11/12
	19:00
	21:00
	Dr Ron Beadle on “Virtue and Meaningful Work” 

	Tue
	04/12/12
	18:00
	19:30
	Kingston Philosophy Cafe AGM + "What Next?" + ...

	Wed
	12/12/12
	19:00
	21:00
	Anja Steinbauer on Eastern Philosophy 


